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Email: lewes@greenthumb.co.uk 
Call: 01273 020720
Visit: greenthumb.co.uk

HELP YOUR LAWN TO THRIVE, NOT JUST SURVIVE

Over the last 35 years our love for lawns has continued to grow. We combine 
our passion and enthusiasm with innovative technology and dedicated customer 
service as we continue to revolutionise UK Lawn Care. Our ground-breaking 
Lawn Treatment Programmes keep your grass looking its best all year round, 
ensuring your lawn receives the love and attention it deserves.

Join our nation of Lawn Lovers

FROM JUST

PER TREATMENT*

*Based on 5 annual treatments 
with a lawn size 

up to 40m2 

£18 
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J M Stonell
Building & Plastering Services

07796 632 778
Julianmichael66@gmail.com

Brickwork | Patios | Walls
Rendering & Plastering

Call or email. Free no obligation quote

Looking for a reliable,
inexpensive taxi service in Lewes?

01273 477567
01273 473737

• Airport Runs
• School Runs
• Executive Travel
• Nights Out 
• Contract Work
• Long/Short Distance

Email: gmtaxisinlewes@btinternet.com 
Website: www.gmtaxislewes.co.uk 

Caring for the
community

for over 100 years

♦ Funeral Directors 
♦ Memorial Masons
♦ Pre-paid funeral plans

Also at

Published by Community Ad Web Ltd
www.communityad.co.uk

01843 834160 info@communityad.co.uk

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have 

advertised and supported the Hamsey Parish Council Magazine.

To advertise please call 01843 523030

To view our T&C’s, please visit our website
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Work seems non-stop and the pressures of 
life may be piling on, but we do live in a very 
beautiful part of the world. Every time I get 
up on to the downs I breathe a little easier. 
The parish council has lots of exciting plans 
afoot this year – the possibilities of theatre 
coming to Beechwood Hall, celebrations 
for the Queen’s Jubilee, floral displays and 
Speedwatch funding, and maybe even trying 
to co-ordinate a community purchase of The 
Platt (a woodland and field next to Beechwood 
Hall), which would be wildly wonderful.

Good luck to all of you, may you be well and 
happy this winter, and may the coming Spring 
bring all your happy imaginings to life.
Please do contact me with anything you would 
like to see in this magazine, including your 
pets, your projects, and your dearly departed.

Sally, Editor
puppetsall@yahoo.co.uk

Welcome to Winter 2022
In this issue we say goodbye to some much-loved residents, and 
howl at the moon.  

Hamsey NEWS4

“She thinks she has found a magical land. In the 
upstairs wardrobe.”

The weather was glorious and a total of 
twelve volunteers covered most of the parish, 
collecting a bumper crop of litter, including 
our first ever fire extinguisher! The spring litter 
pick is scheduled for Sunday April 24th. 

More volunteers always welcome. We meet at 
Beechwood Hall and provide all the necessary 
equipment.

Pete Langley

Litter Pick
The Hamsey Parish winter litter pick took place on Sunday 30th 
January between 10am and 12. 



5Hamsey NEWS

 Large Format  
Scan, Copy & 
Print to A0+ 

 

*Giclee  
Poster   
Canvas 

 

 Flyers 
Binding 

Postcards 
 

Artist cards 
Laminate 

Mount 

PRINT  
SCAN 
COPY 
BIND 

01273 480950 
business@le-bureau.co.uk   
www.lebureau.co.uk 
9, Lansdown Place, Lewes BN7 2JT 

N I N A  M U R D E N

The Lewes Seamstress
Bespoke Curtains and Blinds

French Archive Toile De Jouy
Ian Mankin ticking stripe

Also repairs and alterations service

theLewesSeamstress.co.uk
t: 01273 470817 m: 07717 855314

Emergency Drain
Clearance and 
Repair in East 

Sussex & West Sussex
24 Hour Call Out

38 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN UNBLOCKING DRAINS!
Services:

 Blocked Drains, Pipes, Sinks & Toilets
 CCTV Survey
 Drain Repair

 Highly Experienced
 Rapid Response

Contact Mark on 07925 950133 for a Free Estimate.
Or Email: rhinoroddrains@yahoo.com
Website: www.rhinoroddrains.co.uk 

Based in Firle, East Sussex, Motorline is a professional, 
independent car garage with a reputation for the 

highest standards of service.  With specialist 
mechanics, the Motorline team deliver an extensive 

range of garage services.
Whether your vehicle is just a few weeks old or you’re 

the proud owner of a classic car.
Call us on 01273 858999 or email info@motorlineuk.co.uk

CARE MATCH 

BEGIN A CAREER IN CARE!

MATCHED WITH CARE

RECRUITMENT - TRAINING - CONSULTANCY

ENQUIRE TODAY TO FIND OUT ABOUT VACANCIES IN YOUR AREA

Phone 01843 636188
Email hello@carematchuk.co.uk

www.carematchuk.co.uk

Registered Nurses     Support Workers     Home Managers

Care Staff           Senior Care Staff           Domestic StaffVacancies we currently have:

NOW

RECRUITING

IN YOUR AREA



Hamsey NEWS6

Parish Council News
WISHING 
COUNCILLOR SUE 
FLEMING ALL THE 
BEST
Hamsey Parish 
Council bid 
farewell to Cllr 
Sue Fleming in 
December. Sue 
has been a font 
of knowledge 

for all things environment, and a brilliant 
ambassador for Hamsey Parish. Reluctantly 
Sue stepped down from the council in order 
to concentrate on her upcoming house move 
and project, but Sue remains an active part of 
the Sustainable Hamsey Group.

Wishing Sue all the best in her new venture, 
with thanks for all her hard work and passion 
whilst on the council. 

WELCOME TO 
COUNCILLOR 
LINDY 
MCKENDRICK
Hamsey Parish 
Council feel lucky 
to have recruited 
Hamsey Lakes’ 
first resident, 
Lindy McKendrick 
to fill the new 

vacancy. With a career in HR within the NHS, 
Lindy hopes to support the development 
of a community infrastructure into the ‘new 
build’  at Old Hamsey Lakes and its integration 
with the long-established local community 
of Bevernbridge, alongside raising awareness 
of the need for active preservation of the 
surrounding ancient woodland, rural setting 
and natural habitat in all its forms.

Since moving closer to her family Lindy says, 
“Sussex is my new home, having previously 
spent most of my life in Surrey and more 
recently in Oxfordshire. I find myself in a 
beautiful county and would welcome the 
opportunity to quietly play my part in making 
a difference for the future.”
Welcome, Lindy! 

BENCHES
In the Hamsey Neighbourhood Plan 
consultation many people said they would 
like to see more benches. At least three new 
benches and a seating area are planned for 
Beechwood Park. 

Two more are planned for behind Cooksbridge 
bus stop by Phone Books, and one is being 
considered for around the Meridian sign 
on Hamsey Lane. One bench is planned for 
the Malthouse Way playground when it is 
improved, which will be dedicated to much-
loved late resident Stella who so loved to make 
a fuss of all the children who played there over 
the years. 

Do you have other suggestions for where a 
bench is needed? Would you like to sponsor 
a bench in memory of someone? Contact 
clerk@hamsey.net with your ideas. 

MALTHOUSE PLAYGROUND
Cllr Kate McBrown and resident Natalie 
Kinch are working together with Malthouse 
Way residents to plan improvements to this 
playground for smaller children. It is hoped 
that they will be able to include a swing in 
the new design. Funding will be sought from 
grants.

KILN WOODS PARTNERSHIP WITH 
WOODLAND TRUST
Woodland Trust contacted local parishes in 
relation to a project they are running called 
Lost Woods of the Low Weald, and Hamsey 
Parish Council suggested Kiln Woods at the 
old Hamsey Brickworks. A representative from 
Woodland Trust came to meet Cllr d’Arienzo, 
Clerk Kevin Kingston and residents Minty 
Cadwallader, Lindy McKendrick and Martin 
Blackmore who were later joined by two 
representatives from Antler Homes.  

Following the visit Woodland Trust seem keen 
to take the woods into their programme, 
which will begin with an ancient woodland 
survey and hopefully progress to community 
training in woodland management so that 
residents nearby can be truly involved in the 
future of the woodland which includes a lake 
and some ponds. 
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North Corner
Residential Care Home

 Tel: 01273 474642
 Fax: 01273 472234  

1 Prince Edward’s Road, Lewes BN7 1BJ
www.northcornercarehome.co.uk

Residential care
for the older person

CTLA is an award winning charity providing 
affordable, accessible transport to the 
residents and groups of the
Lewes District and
Surrounding Areas

Membership* is free and joining is easy – Call 
01273 517332 and speak with one of our 

friendly Customer Service Advisers or contact 
us via our Website on www.ctla.org.uk 

Our services include:
• Dial A Ride •
• Travel Club for Days Out •
• Community Group Hire •
• Community Shopping Service •
• NEPT – Non – Emergency Pa�ent Transport •
• Scheduled Bus Services 131, 132, 246, 248, 249 •

Follow us on
Community Transport for the Lewes Area

Registered charity 1110215 – company with registra�on 04409570
*Membership subject to qualifying criteria

FREE First
D-A-R Journey

for new
members

Ray
Wicker

D O U B L E  G L A Z I N G

Please contact Ray Wicker:
M: 07960 503 844

E: raywicker@hotmail.co.uk 

DOUBLE GLAZING
• Replacement of windows and doors in UPVC, aluminium 

and timber
• Service and repairs to your existing double glazed 

windows (e.g. replacement of old misted glass units, broken 
handles & hinges)

• Re-trim & seal old windows 
• Install UPVC Fascia, Soffit and Guttering - full replacement 

or cap over
• Install new or replace shiplap cladding in PVC or timber

CARPENTRY
• Hang doors, fit door liners, architrave, locks, handles, 

skirting etc
• Custom built in wardrobes/shelves, build flat pack 

furniture etc
• Stud walls, insulation board, plasterboard

• Build garden sheds, summer houses, garden decking etc
• Fit curtain poles and blinds

• Replace kitchen/bathroom silicone
• Install new kitchen units/doors

 of work for all your
Double Glazing and Carpentry needs

High quality

at a fair price

All jobs considered - big or small

Tel: 01273 069006
Email: office@charleswycherley.co.uk

56 High Street, Lewes,
East Sussex, BN7 1XE

ONE-TO-ONE GARDEN DESIGN ONE-TO-ONE GARDEN DESIGN 
Garden design service for the smaller garden

completed in a day
Garden design service for the smaller garden

completed in a day

01273 477746
www.nigelphilips.co.uk

nigel@nigelphilips.co.uk
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Parish Council News
Antler has since removed the asbestos 
and some metal that were found in the 
woodland, and Hamsey PC continues to liaise 
with the housebuilder about the woodland 
management plan.

ENGINES OFF, PLEASE - THINK OF 
PEDESTRIANS
Please remember that it is not just a courtesy, 
but a legal requirement that you switch off 
your engines whilst waiting at Cooksbridge 
Level crossing as the crossing is never down 
for less than a few minutes.
‘Rule 123 of the Highway Code: The Driver 
and the Environment. You MUST NOT leave a 
parked vehicle unattended with the engine 
running or leave a vehicle engine running 
unnecessarily while that vehicle is stationary 
on a public road. Generally, if the vehicle is 
stationary and is likely to remain so for more 
than a couple of minutes, you should apply 
the parking brake and switch off the engine 
to reduce emissions and noise pollution. 
However it is permissible to leave the engine 
running if the vehicle is stationary in traffic or 
for diagnosing faults.’

PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLE ROUTE BEING 
EXPLORED
Sustrans have supplied the parish council 
with a quote for a feasibility study to assess 
best potential routes to connect Cooksbridge 
to South Chailey via Bevernbridge and also 
Lewes. We are currently seeking funding to pay 
for the study. Updates to follow. 

LEWES DISTRICT COUNCIL CALL FOR SITES
As part of the development of the Lewes 
District Local Plan landowners across the 
district were invited to suggest sites for 
development. Within Hamsey Parish a number 
of sites came forward, most of which were 
discounted on the basis of being speculative 
and away from the planning boundary 
(Cooksbridge village). Some sites may remain 
and will be subject to public consultation 
should they progress to the planning stage. 
Updates will follow. 

QUEEN’S JUBILEE
Celebrations are planned for the extended 
weekend of 3rd to 6th June 2022 to celebrate 
70 years reign by Her Majesty. 

Some events are listed here 
www.platinumjubilee.gov.uk

We will be lighting the Lewes 
Beacon, which is on Mount 
Harry in Hamsey Parish on 
Thursday 2nd June at 9.45pm. 
All are welcome to share in this 
special occasion. Bring torches and a tipple, if 

you like. 

We will try to record 
the event for anyone 
not able to make the 
trip on foot all the way 
up.

Street Parties and 
a gathering at 
Beechwood Hall have 
been suggested. Do 
you have some ideas? 
Form a group, or just 

get on and arrange it with your street. You can 
liaise between your own street plans and the 
parish council by contacting Parish Clerk Kevin 
on clerk@hamsey.net or 07795 336143. 

DO YOU HAVE A GROUP WITH PLANS FOR A 
PROJECT? 
Small grants are available from Hamsey 
Parish Council to groups planning projects 
or activities which will benefit the whole 
community. Get in touch with Parish Clerk 
Kevin clerk@hamsey.net to ask for a Small 
Grant Application Form.

CHRISTMAS! 
Government restrictions this Christmas 
did not hold us back from having a socially 
distanced but magical time. Silvie’s Christmas 
fair at Beechwood Hall (raising £100 for 
the Christmas lights), the parish Children’s 
Christmas party, Howard Eaton’s wonderful 
Cooksbridge Trees of Light, and another 
successful year for the newly acquired Hamsey 
Santa Sleigh added a much needed injection 
of festivity and community.  

Huge thanks to all who made it happen:

Beechwood Christmas Fair: Silvie Atterbury, 
Cake makers Jill, Sue and Alex, helpers, stall 
holders and visitors.
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Because every life is unique

42 High Street, Lewes  |  01435 862 833

Cooper & Son
Funeral Directors

Trees of light: Wonderful Howard Eaton and 
helpers (buy those men a beer!)

Santa Sleigh: Superstars Main Driver Craig with 
co-pilot Charlie and tiny helpers (Al assisting 
from afar), Special guest Glenn, mischievous 
reindeer Kev and Neil, wonderful elves Natalie 
and Emma, trusty tail car Kate, Rafferty and 
marshall Robster, lead car Tamsyn and comms 
director Sylvie with marshall Robert. Thanks to 
all the people behind the scenes, storing and 
transporting Santa’s sleigh (farm manager Paul 
Wren, Armstrong Family, farm manager Dave, 
Duncan).

Children’s Christmas Party: Organisers Natalie 
Kinch and Cllr Kate McBrown and their 
wonderful helpers with ideas and input from 
Cllr Carolyn Henry and Friends of Beechwood 
Hall. Thank you to the big man himself, who 
enjoyed the magical Christmas grotto outside 
this year along with all the excited little ones. 

Thanks to the parents and children for joining 
in. 

Parish Council News
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It has been a quiet time over Christmas at the station although Mr 
Squirrel has been busy trying to get into the new bird tree houses.
Thankfully Jim Edwards was on hand to 
fit metal closures over the enlarged holes 
so allowing only the small birds to take up 
residence, hopefully in the spring.

The station partnership has been fortunate 
enough to get a very small grant from 
Southern Railway which has allowed us to 
purchase a wheel barrow. This will make our 
work a little easier transporting cuttings and 
rubbish back to the store on Platform One 
ready for collection by the maintenance crew. 
As always we are needing helpers for three 
hours maximum once a month for gardening, 
or a trainee wheel barrow driver.

Robert has been watching like a hawk 
any news coming from Southern Railway 
and Network Rail of forthcoming works, 
interruptions or cancelations to our railway 
service at Cooksbridge.

The Station Partnership worked hard for over 
10 years to get a seven days a week service , 
so when anything is about to be altered or a 

service is cancelled Robert is immediately onto 
Southern’s headquarters to get it reinstated.

We cannot stress this enough, but please use 
the service we fought for as much as you can. 
It’s still the same old motto “Use it or lose it for 
ever”.

Ian Ginn

The community has some new work from the 
talented Hamsey School young artists to be 
viewed at our Station Waiting Room Gallery.

Hedgehog 
Class have 
produced 
some 
atmospheric 
images 
of castles 
including 
one 
reminiscent of Harveys’ Brewery which is, of 
course, the other well-known castle in Lewes.

Meanwhile, Badgers’ project are beautifully 
soft drawings of evacuees leaving their 
families during WWII. All the more poignant 
as many of the children waved goodbye from 
railway stations.

Thanks once more to the artists and their 
teachers.

Miki Brightmore

Station News 
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Naoko is from Oyama, Japan, a city that 
has rapidly developed since she was a child 
playing with her little brother amongst rice 
fields. Her brother is now working there as 
an udon chef, using vegetables grown on her 
father’s land.  When she had his freshly made 
udon for the first time it was a revelation, the 
best she had ever had. Naoko started to cook 
alongside her brother.  

Udon is smooth bouncy noodles served in 
a deep flavourful fish Dashi broth or Kotori’s 
own vegan kombu and toasted soya bean 
broth. It doesn’t use lots of ingredients, it is 
clean and simple - few elements, and each 
taste stands out.  

Naoko is trying to source her ingredients as 
locally as possible, and she has been excited 
to connect with Namayasai, the farm near 
Cooksbridge growing Japanese vegetables in 
‘natural agriculture’, run by Robin and Ikuko.  

“When we tasted their vegetables our senses 
came alive, it was so exciting for us.”  

The family moved down to Lewes in late 
December 2019. Three months later the UK 
entered lockdown.  

Naoko began experimenting with recreating 
the udon she had made with her brother, 
first importing flour from Japan but 
gradually changing her idea and testing 
local ingredients. She tried dozens of flours, 
finally finding the one that gave the taste, 
texture and colour she wanted. Naoko started 
researching the maturing process.  Her home 
became a laboratory.

When she was introduced to Jacob of The 
Feature Kitchen it came at the perfect time, 
after months of meticulous trial and error.  
After tasting her food Jacob invited her to 
be the featured chef for September. It was a 
fantastic experience and feeling incredibly 
supported and encouraged by an amazing 
group of people, she started Kotori, 

opening for orders in October.

“For me the project is about the 
excitement, discovery and people that 
it brings into my life. Already I have 
connected with such amazing people.  
I’m always checking if I’m enjoying, 

because I want to put my true passion 
and care into my food. If I’m not enjoying, I 

can’t do that.”

Kotori 
Kotori is a new addition to the local food scene, delivering fresh 
udon, toppings, and sides every Friday. It is the project of chef and 
founder Naoko Hiraki, whose children go to Hamsey School.

11Hamsey NEWS
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Amidst the frosty grass, snowdrops are 
pushing through and at least one promising 
flower bud. Coming home in the dark and 
seeing the full moon on the grass and trees 
and looking up at the stars was a moment 
to pause – so beautiful. Such moments can 
be spiritual if we are mindful enough. We are 
made of the earth and deeply connected 
to it. A thought so easily lost in our busy, 
technically-loaded lives.

Many people feel closest to God while they are 
in nature. I am sure you have had experiences 
of the natural world in which you felt an 
interconnection with everything which was 
more than just an interesting encounter.    

Such moments offer an invitation to reassess our 
relationship with the world. If we experience the 
earth as somehow separate from us, then we will 
only see it as a resource to use. To acknowledge 
our interrelatedness is to see the natural world, 
our planet and all life on it as one and the same.  
We are the earth itself; our body made from its 
elements. A thought often brought home to me 
at a burial – ‘earth to earth’.  

This concept of interconnection can ‘ground’ 
us and provide a foundation for transformation 
– a deep inner change that is both individual 
and necessarily global for us to address the 
crisis we have created.

‘All life is interrelated. We are all caught in an 
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a 
single garment of destiny. Whatever affects 
one directly, affects all indirectly. We are made 
to live together because of the interrelated 
structure of reality.’ 

Covid has somehow made me more aware 
of what is ‘under my feet’ and also more 
appreciative. Not being able to ‘go away for 
a break’ has perhaps focussed our attention 
of what is all already around us. How many 
people living in towns and cities, high rise flats 
and endless suburban streets would embrace 

the opportunity to come for a week in the rural 
beauty of Sussex.   

As you may know, I am also Priest in Charge 
of the Parish of Plumpton and this year we are 
hoping to join for some of the services.
To celebrate life and our connectedness I have 
decided (madly) to hold a Pet Service at St 
Michael and All Angels church in the grounds 
of Plumpton College on the 27th of February 
at 3.00 p.m. Suitable refreshments provided for 
all parties. Past experiences of such events are 
of delightful chaos. All pets welcome, nothing 
smaller than a flea or larger than a donkey. All 
must be accompanied by a responsible human.

The life of St Peter Offham has continued 
through the past months with a Service of 
Remembrance in November and Songs of Praise 
and the Nine Lessons and Carols at Christmas. 
The church looked its best with plenty of candles 
to remind us that this is the season where we 
celebrate light breaking the darkness. Now that 
restrictions are being lifted more generally, we 
can look forward to a ‘normal Easter’.   

Ash Wednesday 2 March 
10.00 a.m.at St Peter Offham 
Mothering Sunday 27 March 
9.30 a.m. at St Peter Offham
Palm Sunday 10 April 
9.30 a.m. at St Peter Offham

FOR THE THREE DAYS (THE TRIDUUM) OF 
EASTER 
Maundy Thursday 14 April 
8.00 p.m. at St Peter Offham (combined service)
Good Friday 15 April 
10.00 a.m. at St Peter Offham followed by hot 
cross buns; (11.00 All Saints Plumpton)
Saturday Vigil 16 April 
7.30 p.m. at All Saints Plumpton (combined 
service)
Easter Day 17 April 
9.30 a.m. at St Peter Offham (11.00 a.m. All 
Saints Plumpton)

This week (mid-January) I have begun to see the emerging signs of 
spring amid the mud which seems to be everywhere – such a wet 
few weeks.  

Parish of Hamsey
St Peter Offham and Hamsey

Hamsey NEWS12
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You may have noticed that remedial work is 
in progress to address the ingress of damp 
in the chancel area at St Peter, this should be 
finished in a few weeks and the inside wall 
later repainted.

Those of you who have special regard 
for old Hamsey church will 

be pleased to know that 
in addition to removing a 
vast amount of waste and 
soil, we have renewed the 

post and 

rail fencing which had served well for over 30 
years but was beyond repair. This was funded 
by the generous donations of many of you for 
which my grateful thanks. It looks splendid.   

We have decided the churchyard will be 
managed with only small ‘islands’ of wilding 
this year, the driving factor being the cost 
incurred if it is left to run to meadow with only 
paths cut.

That type of management involves the 
removal of all the arisings which put the cost 
beyond our resources. Returning to close 
strimming will please some and disappoint 
others but we will watch out and protect our 
famous lizard orchid, Mildred, should she 
make her appearance again this year.

Rev Anne Dunlop
revannedunlop@gmail.com 
Parish Office: 01273 890006
Church of England Worship | St Peter Offam 
and Hamsey England | England 
Website: offhamandhamsey.org
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E-Bike Hire • Tours/Servicing & Rental! 

Gift Vouchers Available

INSTALLERS OF
In-Ground and Surface Swimming Pools

Hot Tubs and Swim Spas

IN
TE

REST FREE C
R

EDIT AVAILABLE
 · 0%

www.gilesleisure.co.uk 01273 478454

SEE OUR WORKING DISPLAYS AT
North Court · Lewes · East Sussex · BN7 2AR
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The schools celebrated Christmas 
with Key Stage One nativities and Key 

Stage Two carol concerts. It was lovely to be 
able to welcome parents into our schools to 
enjoy the children’s performances. 

Hamsey School said a sad goodbye to Mr 
Newlands, who moved back to his native 
Cornwall, and welcomes interim head Mrs 
Allison.

Now we have welcomed our children and 
families back for the start of a new term-and 
2022. We are discussing New Year resolutions 
with our pupils, and finding challenges that 
will help us improve ourselves in the months 
ahead.

Our new Federation project is ‘Making a 
Splash’, a water-themed topic with the driving 
subjects being Geography and Design 
Technology. The children are learning about 
the water cycle, rivers, seas and oceans. Their 
local study is focussing on the River Uck and 
the River Ouse. They are explaining the source 
of the rivers, their journeys through our Sussex 
landscape, and the creatures that live in and 
around them.

Each school had a Safer Internet Day on 
Tuesday 8th February. Online safety is of 
paramount importance to us and this national 
event provides us all with an opportunity to 
promote the safe use of devices and build 
pupils’ confidence.

Our children are concerned about 
environmental issues and we continue 
to develop eco-awareness. This term at 
Barcombe, for example, pupils will be enjoying 
Motivate Mondays, Turn Off Tuesdays, Work 
Outside Wednesdays, Throw a Seed Thursdays, 
and Paper Free Fridays. Across the Federation 
children are preparing a message that they 
would place in a (hypothetical) bottle to 
encourage eco-awareness.

School News - Skylark Federation
Hamsey NEWS14

It was an incredibly busy end to 2021. 
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Five girls and seven boys from Owls Class 
at Hamsey School took part in a Benchball 
Tournament in February. They won 7 out 
of 7 games. Their teacher said they did so 
well because they played as a team, and 
the encouragement they gave each other 
made them want to play even when they 
got tired.

Roxy Miller, a year 6 pupil at Hamsey 
School says:
“I’m not the best at sport but my team 
were really supportive, passing the ball 
back to me even though I kept missing! 
When I eventually scored they all yelled 
and clapped, it was deafening and I felt 
so proud to be part of the Hamsey team 
who always have each other’s backs!”

Benchball Champions
More good news from “The happiest school in East Sussex”
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Lewes Flower Club

Lewes Flower Club joins her in this 
momentous occasion.

When we look around us to the natural world 
we get pleasure in seeing the display that the 
flowers put on with their wonderful shapes 
and colours. To see these flowers and foliage 
used in arrangements within places like 
Westminster Abbey, they inspire us with their 
beauty.

In 1952 an inspirational lady invited a group 
of friends to meet together to share their 
enjoyment in arranging flowers. News of 
this meeting spread across Lewes, and the 
surrounding villages developing into a 
flourishing club which has continued to this 
day.

The club is affiliated to the National 
Association of Flower Arrangement Societies 
and also to the Flower Arrangers and Design, 
Sussex. These organisations hold conferences, 
organize competitions, support flower festivals 
and run workshops for those wishing to learn 
new skills. 

Lewes Flower Club meets regularly in a relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere to join in the monthly 
programme which includes demonstrations, 
workshops, competitions, social activities 
and a raffle, which is often the superb floral 
arrangements we have watched come 
together. Members can choose to partake in 
any of the activities on offer.  

Our trained demonstrators talk us through 
the plant materials they are using and give us 
tips on how to arrange the flowers and tell us 
tales of their inspiration. It is amazing to see 
the different shapes and styles which can be 
achieved.

Lewes Flower Club meets at Beechwood 
Hall, Cooksbridge, BN7 3QG on the second 
Thursday of the month. Members arrive at 
12.30pm for refreshments followed by the 
choice of activity for the day. The meeting 
finishes by 3pm. For further information please 
contact the Chairman, Sally Blake on 
01273 476598

On Thursday 10 March 2022 Lewes Flower 
Club will be meeting at Beechwood 
Hall, Cooksbridge from 12.30 – 3pm. The 
demonstrator is Lucinda Knapman and the 
title ‘More Fabulous Flowers’. Visitors are 
welcome.

Her Majesty the Queen is not the only one to celebrate their 70th 
Anniversary.   

Hamsey NEWS16
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By mid-March, we’re ready to welcome the start of 
spring - a hopeful, happy time for us gardeners.
There’s lots to be done outside, now the slower 
winter months have passed. Read about 
March's sowing and growing tasks here. 

TIMELY TIPS
Clear your garden paths before the plants 
really start to grow.

This month’s timely tips are all about getting a 
head start in the garden.
1.  Fertilise your beds. Once your soil is 

workable, dig a 5cm (or more) layer of 
compost or well-rotted manure into your 
beds to prepare for the growing season 
ahead. You can also work in a general-
purpose fertiliser, such as pelleted chicken 
manure, or fish, blood and bone.

2.  Put supports in. If any of your garden plants 
or climbers need supporting this year, put 
them in now, so plants can grow up through 
them. Adding supports afterwards is trickier 
and often looks unattractive.

3.  Move deciduous trees or shrubs. Now is the 
time to do this task, provided the soil isn’t 
frozen or waterlogged.

4.  Resurface paths before plants start to grow 
and smother them.

IN THE FLOWER GARDEN 
Cut back cornus to their bases in March to 
stimulate fresh growth.

Here are your main tasks in the flower garden:
•  Feed trees, shrubs and hedges with a slow-

release fertiliser by lightly forking it into the 
soil surface.

•  Feed roses with special rose feed or balanced 
fertiliser as they come into growth.

•  Prune roses now to encourage strong new 
growth - follow our guide on how to prune 
roses for guidance.

•  Prune clematis - prune early-flowering 
varieties once their flowers have finished and 
summer-flowering ones before they start into 
active growth. Check our clematis pruning 
guide for more detailed instructions.

•  If you have a rhododendron that needs a 
new lease of life, choose a frost-free day this 
month to cut the branches hard. For more 
pruning advice, check out our dedicated 
rhododendron pruning guide.

•  Finish cutting back cornus and salix cultivars, 
and other shrubs grown for their colourful 
winter stems. Cut them right back to their bases 
to encourage new stem growth for next winter.

•  Cut out the top rosette of leaves from 
mahonia shrubs after they have flowered, to 
encourage branching.

•  Finish cutting back dead foliage from 
perennials and ornamental grasses to make 
way for new growth.

•  Prune overwintered fuchsias back to one or 
two buds on each shoot. This will encourage 
a bushy growth habit. For more information 
about growing your own fabulous fuchsias, 
check out our fuchsia hub page.

•  Prune winter-flowering jasmine (Jasminum 
nudiflorum) after flowering, to encourage 
new growth for next year's blooms. Cut back 
the previous year’s growth to 5cm from the 
old wood.

•  Trim winter-flowering heathers as the flowers 
disappear, to prevent the plants becoming 
leggy.

•  Keep an eye out for slugs as the weather 
warms. Pay special attention to soft, new 
growth, which slugs love. Use nematodes for 
an effective organic control. Read our helpful 
guide on how to beat the slugs for more 
advice.

•  Cut the old leaves off hellebores to remove 
any foliar diseases and make spring flowers 
more visible.

•  Continue to deadhead winter pansies to 
stop them setting seed. This will encourage 
flushes of new flowers throughout the spring.

•  Deadhead daffodils as the flowers finish and 
let the foliage die back naturally.

•  Deadhead hydrangeas before new growth 
appears. Cut to about one third of last 
season's growth.

•  Plant native hedges to encourage wildlife.

www.thompson-morgan.com

What to do in the garden in March



Hamsey NEWS18

Planning matters within the Parish

LW/20/0647 | NMA for the addition of 
9 parking spaces in relation to planning 
application LW/17/0030 (Redevelopment 
of the site with six residential units) Knights 
Court, South Road, South Chailey - Objection 
from Hamsey Parish Council.

LW/20/0856 | Variation of condition 1 
(plans) in relation to planning applications 
LW/18/0849 and LW/14/0712 The Barn, Former 
Hamsey Brickworks, South Road, South 
Common, South Chailey, BN8 4QD - Hamsey 
Parish Council offer ‘no further comment to the 
retrospective application’.

LW/21/0443 | Amendments to approved 
scheme (ref LW/18/0328) to allow for 
alterations to fenestration and pitched 
roof front and rear dormers | Old Hamsey 
Brickworks, South Chailey - HPC offer ‘no 
objection’ to this application.

LW/21/0160 | Removal of condition 27 in 
relation to planning approval LW/14/0712 | 
Former Hamsey Brickworks, South Road, South 
Chailey - HPC has submitted an objection to 
this application on a number of issues however 
further discussions are likely to take place with 
applicant/developer. Our full objection can be 
read on LDC planning portal.

SDNP/20/03254/PRE | New garden studio 
building | Perseverance House, The Street, 
Offham, BN7 3QB - Hamsey Parish Council offer 
no objection to the pre-application.

LW/21/0262 | Land Adjacent Nolands Farm, 
Station Road, Plumpton Green, BN7 3BT 
- Objection by Hamsey Parish Council. Full 
comment can read on the LDC Planning Portal.

LW/21/0573 | Outline application to demolish 
an existing bungalow and rebuild 4 new 
two bedroom cottages with off road parking 
concerning access and layout with remaining 
matters reserved | Two Ways, Bevernbridge, 
South Road, South Common, South Chailey, 
BN8 4QD - No objections in principle subject 
to the boundary treatment to the A275 
providing for generous landscaping, with any 

built structures (fence or wall) between the 
landscaping and the new houses. HPC would 
request an informative to this effect.

LW/21/0622 | Demolition of an existing office 
building, erection of 13no. dwellings (mix of 
2 and 3 bedrooms), redesign of parking area 
serving a consented office building, additional 
garden area for Kiln Cottage and all associated 
works. Retained Land At Antler Homes, Old 
Hamsey, Brickworks Development & Avid 
Commercial Building Knights Court, South 
Chailey, BN8 4QF.

LW/21/0741 | Erection of detached 3 bedroom 
house | The Orchard, North End Lane, Hamsey, 
BN8 5TE - HPC offer ‘no objection’ to this 
application

SDNP/21/05718/FUL | Landport Bottom, The 
Motor Road, Old Racecourse, Lewes. Proposal: 
Repairs and replacement to existing post and 
rail wooden fence - HPC offer ‘no objection’ to 
this application.

LW/21/0903 & LW/21/0904 | Bouverie 
Cottage, Cooksbridge Road, Cooksbridge. 
Householder and listed building consent 
application – demolition of existing rear 
extension and replacement single storey rear 
extension with no3 rooflights - HPC offer ‘no 
objection’ to this application.

New planning applications received since 
last meeting
SDNP/21/05817/FUL | Conversion of 
outbuilding to holiday let | Comments by 23 
December 2021 | Pellbrook House, The Drove, 
Offham, BN8 5TA - HPC offer ‘no objection’ to 
this application.

Applications determined/approved since 
last meeting
LW/21/0538 | Single-storey rear extension 
with roof terrace above, creation of and 
alterations to windows, demolition of stables 
and erection of three-bay garage/store with 
loft space and 3no dormers | Hamsey Lodge, 
North End Lane, Hamsey, East Sussex, BN8 5TE. 

Applications still awaiting decision/in progress
(as at 5 January 2022):
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If you’re on a mission to kick your diet into shape and start 
incorporating healthier eating habits into your routine, a Buddha 
bowl is a perfect option.  
So called because they are served piled high 
in a bowl, giving a rounded appearance (like 
Buddha’s belly), these meals lend themselves 
very well to meal prep; they’re also easy to 
assemble, and they can be made vegan, 
gluten-free, keto – whatever your lifestyle, 
there’s a Buddha bowl for it. 

The basic ingredients of a Buddha bowl are 
grains, vegetables, dressing, and protein, but 
the formula is so simple you can change it in 
pretty much any way you fancy. Here’s one of 
our favourites: 

Ingredients (serves one): 
One portion of brown rice  
One sweet potato 
One red pepper 
1/3 can of chickpeas
Cherry tomatoes
Mixed seeds of your choosing

Method: 
• Cook the rice.

•  Cut up the sweet potato and red pepper, and 
roast in the oven for 20-25 minutes on 180C 
(or until desired softness is reached).

•  Arrange the cherry tomatoes in your 
bowl with the rice, chickpeas, and roasted 
vegetables.

•  Sprinkle some mixed seeds on top for extra 
crunch and protein, and add a dash of salt 
and light drizzle of olive oil, and enjoy! 

This recipe can be eaten hot or cold, so you 
can prep this in advance for an easy and 
colourful lunch or eat it fresh for a warming, 
healthy dinner. 

Buddha bowl recipe
19Hamsey NEWS
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“The W lf Moon”

Now, hungry wolves will tend to 
howl, but there are other potential 
reasons, such as signalling territory 
or their presence, plus, as wolves often 
mate between January and March, 
howling could also be a part of that 
behaviour.

We had one of these on 17th January 2022 
and it was one of the twelve full moons that 
happen each year, one a month to be a bit 
more accurate. A full moon occurs when the 
moon is exactly on the opposite side of the 
earth from the sun and if the skies are clear it 
will be best seen looking east, low in the sky at 
dusk. For the farmers amongst us it’s said that 
a bright first moon of the year promises rain 
and a bountiful harvest, whilst a red-tinted 
moon means a dry year. 

Humankind have come to ascribe meaning 
to each full moon and as far as the Wolf 
moon goes associated meanings are said 
to be “a time to face our deepest feelings or 
fears; a time to step up as a fierce protector 
and nurturer; a time to open our hearts and 
show compassion and kindness; a time of 
protection, security, empowerment, fresh 
starts, imagination and inspiration, thanks and 
rest”. Perhaps these are the outcome of the 
wolves mating!

Wolves being social animals, the 
coming of the Wolf moon has 
also come to signal helping 

others, keeping things simple 
but meaningful, and letting 

go of what may have become 
unnecessary – in the depths of 

long and dark winter nights 
these seem to make some 
sense.

Here is a list of the 12 full moons for each 
month, their dates and name, with a couple of 
potentially special ones:

January 17.1.2022 “Wolf moon”

February 16.2.2022 “Snow moon”

March 18.3.2022 “Worm moon”

April 16.4.2022 “Pink moon”

May 16.5.2022 “Flower moon”

June 14.6.2022 “Strawberry moon”

July 13.7.2022 “Buck moon” and also a super 
moon

August 11.8.2022 “Sturgeon moon”, also a 
super moon

September 10.9.2022 “Harvest moon”

October 9.10.2022 “Blood moon”

November 8.11.2022 “Hunter moon”

December 7.12.2022 “Cold moon”

Happy moon gazing!

Dave Adamson

The name “Wolf moon” 
is thought to possibly 
originate from Native 
Americans as they often 
heard wolves howling 
during the cold winter’s 
nights, especially in 
January. 

Hamsey NEWS20
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The Sacred Rebels are two sassy and dynamic 
women living in Cooksbridge who have put 
together fun-laden events and classes to 
celebrate the wild in us.

I went along to one of their Moon Circles at 
Beechwood Hall, not knowing what to expect 
and can honestly say I have never seen the 
hall look so beautiful (despite getting married 
there myself!) They created a space that felt 
relaxing and deeply spiritual, but held it lightly 
allowing for laughter, doubt and the full range 
of human emotion. Everything was presented 
with such care and attention – even the tea 
and chocolate.

They introduced the idea of “Lost Goddesses” 
who were worshipped once and then 
forgotten, their legacy and meaning. It made 
me feel like we were all Goddesses inside, even 
if we had forgotten. We had an opportunity to 
write our hopes for the new moon and danced 
our feelings to a carefully curated soundtrack.  

It felt freeing (it could have felt embarrassing, 
but it didn’t!). We shared, we frolicked, and we 
burnt stuff.

I cannot recommend this highly enough. 
Their website says that they want to 
encourage women to be seen, heard and 
loved as their authentic selves, and this is 
what this gathering felt like – all the women 
present came from different backgrounds 
and lifestyles but the atmosphere was one 
of gentle acceptance and encouragement, 
mixed with a real joy. It was inspirational and 
felt transformative – just lying on my back 
watching the projections on the ceiling in 
flickering candlelight I felt simultaneously 
soothed and excited, and I came away 
clutching a gift – a small piece of rose quartz – 
that I have put by my bed to remind me.

I think we all need this in our lives - to dance 
with friends into the sacred. 
Find out more at sacredrebels.earth

Sacred Rebels
“Follow what lights you up and you will light up the world around 
you.”

21Hamsey NEWS



Many households are struggling this winter, 
particularly those receiving means-tested benefits. 
Extra help may be available from Lewes District 
Council or through Citizens Advice.

Many households are struggling this winter, 
particularly those receiving means-tested 
benefits. Extra help may be available from 
Lewes District Council or through Citizens 
Advice.

Sadly, Lewes DC is no longer accepting 
applications for Household Support Grants. 
But you might be able to apply for help with 
rent and/or council tax.

If Housing Benefit or Universal Credit doesn’t 
cover your rent, you might get a discretionary 
housing payment. Apply online at 
lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk

Lewes DC has an exceptional hardship 
fund providing short term council tax relief 
to vulnerable clients who get council tax 
reduction (or who are self-employed and do 
not qualify). Contact Citizens Advice for more 
information.

You might be able to pay less council tax or 
not pay it at all. A member of your household 
may be discounted, for example, if they 
have a severe mental 
impairment. You 
may be eligible 
for Council Tax 
Reduction (CTR) 
if you have low 
income.

Free school meal vouchers are available for 
children in qualifying families for February 
half-term and the Easter holiday. Talk to your 
school or contact East Sussex County Council.

Citizens Advice can do a benefits check, 
to make sure you are getting what you are 
entitled to. For households in severe need, this 
winter we may be able to offer cash vouchers 
for necessities, including food and fuel. We can 
refer to local charities, like Lions and Rotary.

Your parish volunteer coordinator is 
tamsynhamseypc@gmail.com 
Contact Citizens Advice on 0808 278 7892 or 
go to www.citizensadvice.org.uk

Anyone requiring support or assistance should 
contact us on: 
•  Universal Credit Help to Claim line 0800 

1448444
•  Adviceline 0808 278 7892 

Monday - Friday 9am to 5pm.
• Email advice www.lewesdistrictcab.org.uk 
•  Chat online to an advisor 

citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us 

22
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Hamsey Pets
I am Comet. 
I am eighteen months old. 
I was born under a fuchsia bush with my five 
sisters. When I was a week old there was a 
noisy thunderstorm and our mother left us 
on a doorstep where we were all taken in. My 
sister Minnie and I now spend time indoors, 
and my other four sisters went to live in 
Brighton.

I like eating chicken, drinking barista oat milk, 
watching Countryfile on the television, and 
getting in the way of my owner’s feet when he 
tries to get his socks on. Recently I discovered 
I like girls. I had a week long adventure on my 
own in Cooksbridge looking for a girlfriend.

I do not like inexpensive cat food, strangers 
in the house, or when my owner spends too 
much time on her iPad. I also don’t like getting 
lost. I tried to appear nonchalant about it but I 
am pleased to be back home with my family.

23Hamsey NEWS
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Efficient, friendly 
service from your 
local Electrician

LOCAL DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
ELECTRICIAN, RELIABLE & 

EFFICIENT SERVICE, FREE QUOTES.
Contact Nick on:

07578 277 483
n.holmeselectrical@gmail.com

c l a s s i f i e d

Advertise in our new 
c l a s s i f i e d section for 

£50+VAT for 3 months. 
Please call 

01843 523030 

CARE MATCH 

BEGIN A CAREER IN CARE!

MATCHED WITH CARE

RECRUITMENT - TRAINING - CONSULTANCY

Phone 01843 636188
Email hello@carematchuk.co.uk

www.carematchuk.co.uk

Registered Nurses    Support Workers        Home Managers

            Care Staff             Senior Care Staff            Domestic StaffVacancies we currently have:

Parish Christmas Party

It was lovely to see everyone attend especially 
after the disappointment of having to cancel 
due to the pandemic in December 2020.

We were joined by Magician Johnathan, 
based in Burgess Hill, who kept all children 
and adults entertained throughout with his 
funny tricks. We then tucked into some yummy 
food, kindly paid for by some very generous 
residents with a lovely donation towards the 
party. This was then followed by a magical 
light up trail into Santa’s grotto, where the 
children received gifts from the big man 
himself.

I would like to thank Natalie, Carrie, Tamsyn, 
Nick, Robert, Rick, Glenn, and Ezra for all 
their help in preparation, and on the day, and 
everybody who donated so generously. 

In 2022 we are unsure whether to go ahead 
with a Christmas Party or whether we go in a 
different direction and opt for a more low-key 
outside light display with a visit from Santa. 
This will be discussed at our next Friends of 
Beechwood Hall meeting.

Kate McBrown

On the afternoon of 11th December 2021 we were joined by 
approximately 35 Parish children and a parent/carer for our 
somewhat restricted yet Covid safe Children’s Christmas Party. 
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Kate Baker in Barcombe tells us about bringing 
your favourite furniture back to life.

Furniture, arguably, should be both. 
Reupholstering the furniture people already 
love allows me to cover both usefulness 
and beauty in my daily work. The main 
motivation for people choosing to recover or 
reupholster the furniture they already own, is 
the knowledge that it is useful and fulfils the 
role they need it for (either by being really 
comfortable and/ or being the right size/ 
shape/ style they want) but it is no longer 
beautiful.

Inevitably covers wear and fade, seats sag, 
and styles change. The more useful and 
comfortable a chair, the more it gets worn! 
But it can be made beautiful again. When 
recovering furniture everybody’s taste is 
different and I am endlessly surprised by the 
choices people make when choosing their 
fabric. Of course every year several of my 
customers choose a William Morris design, 
as they remain perennially popular. But with 
the almost infinite choice of fabrics available 
I really enjoy seeing what people select. I am 

able to give practical 
advice on usage, but my 

only advice on style is to 
make sure you like it!

The furniture we own doesn’t only have an 
impact in our own homes, however. Choosing 
to repair and renew furniture we already own, 
or have bought second hand, also reduces 
our impact on the environment by preventing 
new resources being used. This is one of the 
main things that attracted me to upholstery. 
Having previously worked in a furniture 
recycling centre it pained me to see perfectly 
serviceable furniture, often well made, being 
rejected because it was a bit tatty or no longer 
fashionable. 

Since re-training seven years ago I’ve been 
repairing, reupholstering and recovering 
furniture to transform it back to its former 
beauty and give it a whole new lease of life. I 
work on both traditional and contemporary 
furniture, from recovering, to full restoration. 
It is wonderful to be able to bring someone’s 
favourite furniture back to life.

If you have a project to discuss, you can send 
pictures by email or WhatsApp
kate@kbupholstery.co.uk, 07834 439267

“Have nothing in your home you do 
not know to be useful or believe to be 
beautiful”
William Morris first said this over a century ago, but it is still true 
today.
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Bevern
View News

Change someone’s world...

Donate: www.beverntrust.org
Follow us on social media:
@the beverntrust

more
from
life

Bevern View is a purpose 
built residential home in 
Barcombe providing life-
long care for 11 young 
adults with profound 
disabilities.
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As we move into 2022, the Monday Group 
would like to say thank you to the many 
well-wishers who have appreciated our work over the years.
These are some of the messages of thanks and 
appreciation sent though our website last year:

“I live in Burgess Hill and work in Plumpton.  
During the past 18 months, covid times, I 
walked to and from work with my two dogs.  
I came across many a stile, bridge and gate 
made by The Monday Group. My employer, 
every year, allows us each to make a donation 
of our choice and I thought of you.”

“...thank you for all the work you do, I really 
appreciate it whenever I use one of your really 
well-maintained stiles or pathways.”

“My wife and I are keen walkers and regularly 
make use of your stiles etc. When we travel 
round the country, it makes us realise how 
well our footpath infrastructure is maintained 
locally, thanks to your group. Over the 
pandemic we have taken part in the monthly 
ONS swab study and blood tests. We are 
‘rewarded’ with a voucher each per month. We 
decided to donate the value of the vouchers to 
the Monday Group.”

“I spent the winter lockdown staying with 
family in East Sussex. I grew up in the area but 
have been away for some years. I spent a lot 
of time walking and saw a number of places 
where you guys have done some great work 
improving local footpaths, including a couple 
that I’ve passed by many times and never 
noticed until your smart new stiles appeared!”

“I have known about the Monday Group for 
many years and give small donations at your 
stall at various events. With all the recent 
restrictions my usual travelling lifestyle has 
morphed into Zoom and Teams conferences, 
which in turn led to a more sedentary lifestyle 
that was not ideal, so I started walking the 
many footpaths and bridleways around 
Burgess Hill. 

“On a typical five to six-mile walk I must cross 
10 – 15 or more stiles, bridges etc. with the 
Monday Group labels on them. The quality of 
your work has made my walks more enjoyable.”

Your Parish Council also made a generous 
grant of £250 to the Monday Group.

If you like the work we do and would like to 
make a donation, please visit our website: 
www.mondaygroup.org

Happy New Year, and keep on walking!

Jim Redwood
Monday Group

The Monday Group

Your local Monday Group team and a newly 
installed stile 
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Monday 
Afternoon Club

HAPPY MONDAYS!
Don’t say it too loudly (we don’t want the virus 
to hear!) but we are becoming increasingly 
hopeful that our monthly meetings in Offham 
Church Hall are set to follow their normal 
programme for 2022. So far this year we have 
had a lovely Coffee and Chat morning in 
January and a fascinating talk in February by 

Rob Watkins of Jamie’s Farm in Allington Lane. 
We hope to take up his generous offer of a 
guided tour later in the year to see at first hand 
some of the remarkable work being done there.

We now look forward to our March 21 meeting 
when Trevor Weeks MBE will be talking about 
his work with East Sussex Wildlife Rescue 
Service. The following month sees the return 
of our popular quiz afternoon on April 11 (a 
week earlier than usual to avoid Bank Holiday 
Monday)

THANK YOU JANICE!
Janice Doran has been helping with The 
Monday Club for ten years but after her 
husband’s recent bout of ill – health (good 
to see you on the mend now, Bob!) she has 
understandably decided now is the time to cut 
back on some activities. We presented her with 
an orchid after our December meeting as a 
token of our love and thanks.

And a big thank-you to Brenda 
Gough who has kindly agreed 

to act as signatory, overseeing 
the Club’s financial affairs. We 
so appreciate your generous 
offer of help.

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
Members have been saddened to learn that 
Vera Motley, a Monday Club member from its 
inception passed away on December 14 last 
year. She was a regular participant at meetings 
and I particularly cherish this photo of her at 
one memorable meeting with Snowy – one of 
six owls who joined us one Monday afternoon 
with their owner Pam Brewer. We missed Vera 
when she moved from Offham in September 
2018 to be nearer her daughters Linda and Sue 
in Wiltshire. We extend our deepest sympathy 
to them and all Vera’s extensive family.

We also extend our sympathy to Kirsty and her 
lovely family as they mourn her mother, Daisy 
Bendiner, who died peacefully in January. We 
shall remember such an interesting vibrant 
member and were enthralled by details of her 
amazing life as we read her autobiography – 
how had she managed to do so much!

AN OPEN INVITATION TO JOIN US
And a reminder to all retired members of our 
community – do pop along if you are free to 
our meetings in Offham Church Hall on the 
third Monday in the month. You’ll get a very 
warm welcome (call me on 07889 281214  for 
any more information).

Judith Bastide
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It’s been a quiet winter on the internet as we all 
shuffled around in our slippers. 

Hot topics on the Web

Top news story was that Comet the cat (our 
featured Hamsey Pet) spent a week on the 
wrong side of the tracks in Cooksbridge before 
being reunited with his owner.

The next most exciting thing was the Sussex 
Belle Steam Train, which came through the 
station on November 25.

Ten parish councils, including ours, have 
united against housing numbers, asking 
Michael Gove to suspend the ‘standard 
method’ for determining housing need. He 
has, to date, not replied.

You can also get political about bridges and 
join the fight to keep Barcombe’s heritage 
railway bridge from being infilled with 
concrete, and instead retaining it as a green 
corridor for wildlife. #stoptheinfill
The rest was all lost parcels and badly parked 
vans, road closures, found keys, stolen bikes, 
bin collection days and train cancellations, 
except for Toad Patrol – who were out in 
Plumpton in January helping amphibians 
ambulate.

The most exciting news was 
that Hamsey is now a DREAM 
DESTINATION (literally). 
More than one person asked to join the 
Facebook group because they came in their 
dreams!

“I feel a strong link to the town from dreams 
and need to learn more and come and visit.”

Photo: Andy Miller - Landport bottom
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Vera Motley 
9th June-14th December 2021
Vera, a well-known character who lived in Offham, sadly passed 
away aged 95 just before Christmas.
Vera came to live at Coombe Place Farm, 
Offham in 1960, when the village still had a 
shop and a paper lady! She moved with her 
husband Wally and three young children to the 
farm where Wally became farm manager for 
the Cannon family. Vera grew to love the farm 
and village, and was a real country girl. As well 
as looking after her family she helped on the 
farm and did some domestic work in Offham. 
She cleaned St Peter’s Church for many years, a 
job she took very seriously.

After Coombe Place Farm changed hands, she 
and Wally retired and moved to ‘The Lodge’ 
next to the Blacksmiths Arms.

She really enjoyed being in the centre of 
the village, and after Wally died in 2007 
was determined to stay in her little cottage, 
tending a garden she loved and enjoying 
village life.

Vera absolutely loved needlework and 
knitting and in 1998, when work began on the 
Hamsey Village map for the Millennium, she 
immediately joined the group of ladies known 
as ‘The Hamsey Stitchers’. She was responsible 
for sewing two of the buildings on the map, 

Coombe Place and the Blacksmiths Arms, 
and some of the animals and plants. She also 
used her skills to help create a new banner for 
the church. She continued to sew until a few 
months before she died.

She became a member of the Monday Club 
and enjoyed their interesting meetings.
She continued growing her own garden 
produce and flowers into her nineties but as 
she became less active one of her favourite 
pastimes was to stand at her kitchen window 
watching the world go by and waving at her 
good friends and passing neighbours. She 
didn’t miss much that went on outside her 
cottage!

At the age of 92 and with failing health Vera 
moved to Chiseldon, Wiltshire to live with her 
daughter Linda and be near her daughter 
Susan. It was a huge wrench to leave Offham.
Sadly, last year, ill health took its toll and she 
died after a short hospital stay.

Vera will be interred with her beloved husband 
Wally, beside her son David, at Hamsey Church 
in the Spring.
Susan Dent and Linda Gillett (daughters)
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Daisy Bendiner 
1933-January 13th 2022
Daisy Bendiner of Little Mead in Cooksbridge left us to go on her 
final cruise on January 13th. 
With her vibrant red hair and matching 
personality, she will be incredibly missed.  

She had lived with pain for many years which 
she bore with characteristic strength and 
determination - not allowing it to stop her 
from living her life.  

She was daughter to an Austrian Jewish 
theatre director and Polish German chorus girl, 
born in 1933 in Trieste, Italy where they were 
on tour with their theatre company.  As a child 
she survived the war in Germany and was sent 
over to England all alone aged just 12 to live in 
a children’s home for immigrants.  

Without the security of a family around her she 
made a life for herself and was forced to learn 
independence and resilience.  Her father died 
while she was still a teenager and her mother 
rarely visited from Germany where she now 
had a new family.

Daisy married, had three sons and a daughter 
and enjoyed a successful career in London as 
a primary school teacher and Head - a job she 
absolutely loved.

She moved to Sussex with her daughter Kirsty 
and Kirsty’s family in 2003 - always keeping 
her own independence but loving having her 
beloved grandchildren close by.

Daisy juggled countless worthwhile projects: 
volunteering as a hospital visitor with her 
dog, DJing for princess Royal Hospital radio, 
joining Rotary club, leading childrens drama 
classes, setting up the Lewes branch of the 
Red Hats Society - an American organisation 
encouraging ladies of a certain age to be 
daring and adventurous and to refuse to be 
ignored.

Daisy was always young at heart. She was the 
warmest, loveliest mum and grandmother and 
had an open, accepting outlook that meant 
she embraced everything without judgement.  

She coped with the isolation that covid 
brought with typical stoicism as she shielded 
for months on end, and was constantly 
entertained by her much-adored canine 
companions. They were all rescued from 
difficult circumstances and gave her love and 
protection (she was often embarrassed by 

the disruption they may have caused her 
neighbours, but they were just doing their 

job!).

She endeared herself to so many and 
made a lasting impression on those who 

met her.

Please raise a glass of something to her 
and wish her well on her way.
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