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Ray
Wicker

D O U B L E  G L A Z I N G
Please contact Ray Wicker:

M: 07960 503 844 E: raywicker@hotmail.co.uk 

DOUBLE GLAZING
• Replacement of windows and doors in UPVC, 

aluminium and timber
• Service and repairs to your existing double 

glazed windows (e.g. replacement of old misted 
glass units, broken handles, hinges & locks)

• Re-trim & seal old windows 
• Install UPVC Fascia, Soffit and Guttering - full 

replacement or cap over
• Install new or replace shiplap cladding in PVC or 

timber

CARPENTRY
• Hang doors, fit door liners, architrave, locks, 

handles, skirting etc
• Custom built in wardrobes/shelves, build flat 

pack furniture etc
• Stud walls, insulation board, plasterboard

• Build garden sheds, summer houses, garden 
decking etc

• Fit curtain poles and blinds
• Replace kitchen/bathroom silicone

• Install new kitchen units/doors

 of work for all your
Double Glazing and Carpentry needs

High quality

at a fair price

All jobs considered - big or small

Reputable for price, reliability and workmanship.  

Flat & Pitched Roofing

Telephone: 01273 486110  •  Email: enquiries@richardsoan.co.uk  •  www.richardsoan.co.uk

• Approved contractor 
to numerous local 
authorities

• Award winning projects 
undertaken

Quality Domestic • Heritage • Commercial • Education • Industrial

All advice is free and  
without obligation:

Trades Undertaken:

RICHARD SOAN 
ROOFING SERVICES

- Slating & Tiling
- Reinforced  

Bituminous  
Membranes

- Mastic Asphalt
-

- Single Ply
- Liquid Coatings
- Shingling
- Leadwork
- Green Roofs
-
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Looking for a reliable,
inexpensive taxi service in Lewes?

01273 477567
01273 473737

• Airport Runs
• School Runs
• Executive Travel
• Nights Out 
• Contract Work
• Long/Short Distance

Email: gmtaxisinlewes@btinternet.com 
Website: www.gmtaxislewes.co.uk 

Contact Oliver  
for free quotes and advice

07507 523748  
oliver@newleaftreesurgery.co.uk 

•  All aspects of tree work 
• Hedge maintenance  
• Planting 
• Fruit tree pruning  
• Traditional hedge laying  
• Woodchip supplies

Photograph by Andrew Miller 

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES 
A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have advertised  

and supported the Hamsey Parish Council Magazine  
To advertise please call 01843 523030 

Published by Community Ad Web Ltd 01843 834160  
          email info@communityad.co.uk web www.communityad.co.uk 

The views expressed in any published content are solely those of the contributors. The Publishers accept no responsibility for the accuracy of any information 
contained in the publication. The contents of this magazine including images may not be copied, reproduced, distributed, downloaded or displayed in any form or by 
any means without the prior written permission of Community Ad Web Ltd. Unless otherwise specified, the authors of the literary and artistic works in the pages in 
this magazine have asserted their moral right pursuant to Section 77 of the Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of those works. The 
Publishers reserve the right not to publish a submission or part of a submission that they consider defamatory or otherwise inappropriate for publication.
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At the moment a very few people do all the 
things, and that is not quite as much fun, so 

do join in- you will meet good people and feel 
good too.

Please get in contact if you would like your pet, 
neighbour, creative project or small business 

featured in Hamsey News, or if you would like 
to write an article.

Sally Miller, Editor Hamsey News
puppetsall@yahoo.co.uk

This issue is full of 
opportunities for you to give 

your time to your community, 
from litter picking and jumble 

sales to wildlife gardening. 

Welcome to the Spring 
Edition of Hamsey News

07872 170586 • pm_french85@live.co.uk

Pressure Washing Service

Surface Cleaning
Driveways and Patios 

Solar Panels
Weatherboard/Cladding

Fascias/Soffits

www.pmfservices.co.uk

CHERRY PICKER HIRE
AND EXTERNAL PROPERTY SERVICES

Undertaking all works at height
Chimney restoration • Roofing repairs

Gutter cleaning  • Painting • Tree works
All external working at heights

 

07976538072
info@propertymaintenancesussex.co.uk

We are cheaper than sca�olding 

Hamsey NEWS4
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SUSSEX INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL ADVISERS LTD
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Your home maybe repossessed if you do not keep up the repayment on a mortgage or other loan secured on it
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority – FCA Number 207490
Registered in England no. 4117727 Registered Office: Downford  House, 16 George Street, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 1AE
The FCA does not regulate wills, commercial mortgages, bridging loans or some forms of buy to let mortgages.

Downford House, 16 George Street, Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 1AE
• Please remove the line starting “Regulated by the Claims Management….”
• Please make capital T on The before Financial Conduct Authority

SIA00240

N I N A  M U R D E N

The Lewes Seamstress
Bespoke Curtains and Blinds

French Archive Toile De Jouy
Ian Mankin ticking stripe

Also repairs and alterations service

theLewesSeamstress.co.uk
t: 01273 470817 m: 07717 855314

Based in Firle, East Sussex, Motorline is a professional, 
independent car garage with a reputation for the 

highest standards of service.  With specialist 
mechanics, the Motorline team deliver an extensive 

range of garage services.
Whether your vehicle is just a few weeks old or you’re 

the proud owner of a classic car.
Call us on 01273 858999 or email info@motorlineuk.co.uk

Every picture tells a story..
Add words and you 

have a book.
Let us bind yours.

We Scan  & Print to AO+
Canvas * Prints * Business Stationery * Flyers

Posters * Postcards * Artist Cards * Theses

01273 480950   9 Lansdown Place Lewes BN7 2JT
E: business@le-bureau.co.uk    www.lebureau.co.uk

Rachel Kelly has stepped 
down after a busy year 
in office. Rachel said that 
she has gained a huge 
amount of knowledge 
and has enjoyed her time 
on the Parish Council but 

due to family commitments and work hours 
increasing she regrets it is time to step down. 

In the March Parish Council meeting Chair and 
All took the opportunity to thank Rachel for 
her achievements over what has been a very 
challenging year. 

Rachel joined the Parish Council in March 2020 
and has been very proactive giving her time to 
reignite ParkPals school parking scheme and 
liaising with Hamsey school, setting the course 
for Parish improvements, helping with the 
Hamsey COVID responders, working on grants 
for Beechwood Hall improvement projects, 
volunteering at Beechwood Hall and arranging 
the Pizza van which visits Beechwood Hall 
fortnightly. We wish Rachel all the very best.
  

Jim Redwood. 
We are delighted to welcome 
councillor Jim Redwood to 
the council. After some arm-
twisting, Jim agreed to join 
the parish council to help with 
planning issues.

With recent government changes to planning 
targets, and with the threat of the 3000 home 
Eton College development up the road, Jim’s 
expertise could not have come at a better 
time. 

Already Jim is offering invaluable help to the 
planning committee. 
Welcome Jim!

Parish Council News
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North Corner
Residential Care Home

 Tel: 01273 474642
 Fax: 01273 472234  

1 Prince Edward’s Road, Lewes BN7 1BJ
www.northcornercarehome.co.uk

Residential care
for the older person

Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
07707 806 920

stevedartnell84@gmail.com

• Interior & External

• Fully Insured

• City & Guilds Qualified

STEVE DARTNELL 
PAINTING AND DECORATING

SERVICES

Yard Sale
On the weekend of the 22nd and 23rd May, weather permitting, 
everybody in Cooksbridge is invited to put their unwanted items 
outside their own houses for a massive charity yard sale. 
I will make a map of all the houses taking part, 
which can then be put up in prominent places 
and shared on social media.

Basically everyone who wants to join in puts 
all their unwanted goods outside their own 
house between 10am and 6pm. If you live way 
off the beaten track you may want to team 
up with a friend who lives more centrally and 
leave things outside their house instead (and 
collect whatever is left over at the end of the 
day!) The school have said that we can use 
their front garden too, but call me to arrange 
a spot.

People can then visit all the stalls, and pick up 
everything they want, leaving a cash donation 
for Hamsey school PTA in an honesty box at 
the stall. 

After the event any cash can be dropped 
through the door at 16 Malthouse Way, 
Cooksbridge, or collected from your house.

Covid regulations can be kept by remembering 
to keep social distancing and not approaching 
a stall until it is clear of other shoppers, only 
touching what you want to buy and, obviously, 
not putting out goods or shopping if you have 
any Covid symptoms. To be put on the map you 
can text Sally on 07712 612 006 or email on 
puppetsall@yahoo.co.uk putting Yard Sale as 
the subject line.

Please share this with your neighbours and 
street groups, as well as friends locally who like 
jumble. A neighbourhood yard sale is great 
for getting rid of unwanted things, picking 
up bargains, raising money for charity and 
meeting your neighbours outside. 

7Hamsey NEWS
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Can you help your community?
Could you coordinate future litter picks?
Robert Baughan and Cllr Tamsyn d’Arienzo 
have coordinated the quarterly litter picks for 
6 years now, phew. We have shared some very 
funny times and found some very peculiar 
objects but would be happy now to pass the 
baton to another person or group of people 
who are passionate about keeping our villages 
litter-free. 

The role involves:
• Communicating Quarterly dates 
•  Ordering new equipment and bags when 

required
• Sharing risk assessments
• Coordinating who covers where
• Distributing equipment
•  Driving around to collect bags by the 

roadside
• Liaising with LDC for Monday collection
• Article for Hamsey News

It is not a massive time commitment, and it 
would look great on a character reference 
should you get into trouble with the police. We 
can’t honestly think of any other perks.
tamsynhamseypc@gmail.com or clerk@
hamsey.net for further info or to volunteer 
someone you dislike. 

What makes a community?
What kind of place do you want to live in? 
Somewhere with clubs, events, classes, social 
gatherings, places to connect? Somewhere 
we feel safe and free to express ourselves? 
Somewhere clean, where people care about 
the small things that give us our sense of 
place? Maybe it’s a place where generations 
of families live and can share stories with the 
newer residents? Where there’s something for 
everyone, and a sense that we belong? 
What else?

‘The greatness of a community is most 
accurately measured by the compassionate 
actions of its members.
— Coretta Scott King’

Throughout this issue there have been a 
number of calls for volunteers. Why do people 
volunteer anyway? The pay is terrible for sure. 
But I feel there is no better way to connect 
with our neighbours, to get to know this 

place, and feel part of it. Volunteering can help 
with mental health, self-esteem, friendships, 
learning new skills, passing on your skills, 
mentoring, or gaining work experience. 
Imagine a role where everything you do is 
above and beyond what is expected of you, 
where you are truly valued. 

Here are a handful of ideas for 
volunteering:
Village Day- helpers, music, entertainment  
Litter pick- Coordinator/s, pickers
Parish Jumble Sale- Coordinator/s, helpers
Beechwood Hall Working Group- gardeners, 
DIY, events, ideas
Friends of Hamsey Church- Event coordinator, 
PR, grant applications
Speedwatch coordinators

If you’d like to get more involved, if you would 
like info about any of the above groups, or 
if you have some other suggestions, please 
contact tamsynhamseypc@gmail.com, or call 
07921 227623 without obligation. 
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Cooksbridge Station Partnership
Work is still going on behind the scenes to get enhancements at 
our station and is becoming a full time job- even more so now that 
Kevin has moved to Lewes and put his computer to sleep.
Kevin was a prolific writer for the Cooksbridge 
Station Partnership (CSP) and along with 
Robert put in literally hundreds of free 
time hours and numerous visits to GTRs 
headquarters in Croydon over a 10 year period 
in order to get a 7 days a week train service for 
us that we enjoy today.

Eventually in December 2019 we got 
our service but Kevin carried on writing, 
walking, fund raising and discussing with the 
Southdown’s National Park ways to help the 
CSP get even more use out of our station by 
encouraging people to use it as a direct access 
straight on to the Downs. 

After over a year of tireless hard work and 
many more hours of meetings, the station 
is now recognised as a main entrance to 
the Downs with maps at many of Southerns 
stations designed by Kevin for all to use.

Kevin also ran the CSP information section for 
over 70 travelling members keeping them up 
to date on rail works, bus replacement services, 
car parking, cancellations and serious problems 
as they came to our knowledge. This has now 
ceased and all email addresses and details have 
been destroyed. I did ask for help on this but 
unfortunately not one person came forward.

Thank you Kevin for all those years of hard 
work, you will certainly be a hard act to follow. 
Ian

The CSP has been joined by Miki Brightmore as a 
full member although Miki has always been with 
the team gardening at the station. We have also 
been joined by Jim Redwood who has taken on 
the role of 2nd signatory for cheque signing.

Miki and l had a very informative meeting with 
Rob Whitehead from Southern Railways and 
Greg Thompson from Network Rail on the way 
forward to make the new walled in area to the 
entrance of platform 1 a bit more welcoming. 
The building site scene was left to the CSP 
after extensive signalling and level crossing 
works had been completed by Network Rails 
contractors a year ago.

We cannot dig over the area as extensive 
signalling cables are buried below. Southern 
Railway has given the CSP £150 of garden 
vouchers for shrubs and small bush like plants 
as well as making this area a wild garden. We 
hope to plant lavender and curry plants and 
other scented bushes.

SERVICES FROM COOKSBRIDGE STATION
CSP took part in a GTR webinar on 7th April 
regarding train services for the summer of 
2021 during the Covid pandemic. The main 
outcome for Southern including Cooksbridge 
is as follows:

Weekend services will not change although 
Saturday services will remain slightly larger.

Large weekend support as and when required 
will be put in to use to help “Pent up” demand 
for leisure.

Major improvement projects will still get 
support and go ahead. Gatwick airport being 
one of them

Next review will take place on and around 
December 2021; but if the last 12 months are 
any guide - more than 3 months ahead is a bit 
of unknown territory.

The latest saying during this pandemic is 
“Thank you for reaching out”. 

Would those people who use the ticket 
machine at Cooksbridge station and have 
spare receipts and unwanted old tickets please 
“reach out” and put them in the bin just a step 
away rather than drop them on the ground.

Have a good summer, from Cooksbridge 
Station Partnership.
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St Peter’s Church Offham
Simnel Muffins (all Covid securely wrapped) welcomed everyone 
back to church on Mothering Sunday, together with a porch lined 
with daffodils and posies to take home.
This was our first week back after the last lock-
down and it was good to see each other in the 
flesh rather than a ZOOM oblong.

As you will read elsewhere in this issue, we 
were sad to lose our dear friend Caroline 
Featherstone who died in March.  She has left 
an ‘un-fillable’ gap with her enthusiasm and 
energy and inspirational flower displays.   Old 
St Peter at Hamsey owes much to her work 
with the Friends of Hamsey in preserving this 
very special historical site, a church over 1000 
years old.     

We look towards Easter as I write hopeful 
that we can do Palm Sunday and the Easter 
services.  They will not be like a normal Easter 
celebration but at least they are happening 
having missed last year.  

Easter is a Principal Feast in the church in 
which we celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus from death.  A message that today has 
particular resonance when so many have died 
through Covid.  It is the central message of 
the church.  Death is not the end, we are held 
in the love of God, which is eternal, although 
quite what that will be like – we will have to 
wait and see!    

One Easter during the 
Soviet era in Russia a 
great crowd assembled 
to see a military parade.  
If I remember the story 
correctly, although 
religion was suppressed 
and churches closed, an Orthodox priest was 
among the crowd.  At one point in defiance he 
shouted, ‘Christ is Risen!’  The crowd erupted 
with the response ‘He is Risen Indeed’!  It 
was a cry of hope and confidence from a 
people who had been denied expression.  
Hope and confidence is what we need now 
as we tentatively make our way out of Covid 
restrictions.  My best wishes, Rev Anne
www.offhamandhamsey.org
www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-
Offham-and-Hamsey

HAMSEY CHURCHYARD
The PCC of St Peter Offham and Hamsey have 
approved plans to allow the churchyard at 
Hamsey to be managed such that the main 
areas grow freely during the summer months 
and walkways are cut and maintained for 
access.   

The area where there are cremation memorials 
and more recent graves will be lightly 
strimmed during the summer.  

Later in the year the whole churchyard will be 
strimmed with the removal and disposal of 
cuttings.  This will keep the grassland nutrient 
poor and encourage diverse chalk flora and 
the insects that depend on them, and improve 
the habitat for wildlife.  

If you would like further information, please 
contact the Parish Office: 01273 474356

Photograph by Jane Hutchings
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Skylark Federation – School News!
It is great to report that things are gradually returning to normal 
at all three Skylark schools.
The children’s attendance is high, we are 
restarting our assemblies in the school halls 
and we are beginning to welcome back music 
teachers, sports coaches and visiting artists 
to support our Summer term project ‘Create’ 
as well as planning school trips to enrich the 
children’s learning.

As I have mentioned before, for the past two 
years the Skylark federation has been writing 
and developing a bespoke local curriculum.  
We have modelled our curriculum on Jonathan 
Lear’s Discover, Explore and Create curriculum 
model, which sees all learners critically 
analysing in History, Geography, DT and the 
Arts across the academic year.  These Discover 
(History), Explore (Geography) and Create 
(the Arts) projects form the backbone of our 
projects across the year, and all subjects are 
formed of these projects.  

We are really excited about the impact the 
new curriculum is having on the enthusiasm, 
interest and enjoyment of our children and 
the work that is being produced.  This term 
the children are analysing and experimenting 
with the seven areas of Art (line, shape, space, 
value, form, texture and colour) and exploring, 
experimenting, appraising and composing 
music and dance.  

Very Best Wishes
Mr. Stewart James
Executive Head Teacher

ALSO AT HAMSEY SCHOOL
We are excited to announce that we will be 
welcoming Viv Berry from Printers Playhouse 
in Eastbourne, who will be leading weekly 
drama and music workshops with all classes 
across the school during Term 5 & 6 to 
enrich our Project of the ’Arts’. The aim of 
these sessions is that the children have fun 
and enjoy being immersed in music and 
performance. 
The children will eventually devise a small 
performance, with the aim of sharing the 
performances with parents in Term 6. 

We’re delighted that 22 children from Hamsey 
Primary are joining hundreds of others from 
schools across Lewes District for Moving On 
2021, a celebration of local children’s transition 
from primary school into secondary. The 
theme for 2021 is “Wild in the Woods!”
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Chalkpit sign destroyed.
Sadly, the South Downs National Park 
sponsored heritage sign unveiled at the 
Offham Chalkpit, overlooking the old funicular 
railway has been destroyed. Hamsey Parish 
Council is working with South Downs National 
Park to arrange its replacement.

COOKSBRIDGE STATION
Another waste of resources is to be spent 
of repairing the damage from vandalism at 
Cooksbridge railway station on around the 
evening of 20th April. 2 panels of the waiting 
room were kicked in, and leaflets thrown 
around. The leaflets were also found strewn on 
the floor a few days earlier. 

BEVERNBRIDGE
It’s not clear whether there was a full moon on 
20th April, but it seems the same night there 
were numerous acts of vandalism at the Old 
Hamsey Brickworks entrance in Bevernbridge 
too. 

Antler Homes’ bamboo plants in the planters 
by house No 1 were all removed, including 
some new plantings, and the CCTV cameras 
overlooking the area were either removed or 
damaged.  

Graffiti was also sprayed on some of the Antler 
Homes signs at the entrance.

It is very unusual for incidents like these to 
occur at Bevernbridge so residents have been 
left wondering what the issue could have 
been. 

If anyone has any information about these 
acts of vandalism please report this to Sussex 
Police on 101 or email clerk@hamsey.net if 
you’d rather a local person calls you back. 

BEECHWOOD ACTION DAY
Save the date for the morning of Sunday 23rd 
May as the community meets in the park to 
enjoy some gardening together and spruce 
up the grounds of Beechwood Hall and Rural 
Park. Two action days per year are planned and 
everyone is welcome. Look out for updates on 
Hamsey Community Facebook Page, or if you 
would prefer email updates please ensure you 
enter your email address at www.hamsey.net. 

We will try to arrange some posters too. 
As with everything, subject to government 
restrictions on the day.

Photograph by Caroline Croft

Vandalism
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CVS TYRES LTD

01273 307831
07720 294941
07434 359961

MOBILE TYRE FITTING SERVICE

cvs.tyres@hotmail.co.uk
! www.facebook.com/cvstyres
www.cvstyres.co.uk

• WE COME TO YOUR HOME OR WORK
• PUNCTURE REPAIRS
• COMPETITIVE PRICES
• WORKSHOP FACILITIES AVAILABLE

FULLY INSURED

Because every life is unique

42 High Street, Lewes  |  01435 862 833

Cooper & Son
Funeral Directors

Jumble Sale!
Save the date. The grand Hamsey Jumble Sale is back on Saturday 
26th June between 1 and 4pm.

Please keep hold of your jumble and bring it 
to Beechwood hall between 3.30 and 6pm on 
Friday 25th, or between 10 and 12 on Saturday 
26th. 

The jumble sale raises much needed money 
for events at the hall including Village days, 
and the much loved Children’s Christmas party.

We need a team to help run the jumble sale. 
If you can help on the day, running a stall or 

making cakes, serving teas, or with collecting 
or storing jumble before the event please 
let Sally know by calling 07712 612 006 or 
emailing puppetsall@yahoo.co.uk.

If covid restrictions are still in place in June we 
can spread the jumble stalls across the field 
in good weather or allow only small groups 
of jumblers in to the hall in timed slots (like 
supermarket sweep!)

13Hamsey NEWS
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We may have had our record number of litter pickers turn out on 
Sunday 25th April!

Thanks to the April Litter Pickers

17 brave souls from Cooksbridge and Hamsey 
arrived for a socially distanced, staggered 
start from Beechwood Hall from where they 
scoured the roadsides, ditches and hedgerows 
of our parish to retrieve litter left strewn.

Sincere thank yous to Terry, Miki, Pete, Sarah, 
Andrew, Ian, Jane, Nick, Caroline, Lindsay, 
Mandy, Zoe, Jim, Natalie and Anna for your 
great contribution on Sunday. You collected 
a huge amount of litter, leaving our villages 
looking spick and span.

Special thanks also to Martin and Sally at 
Bevernbridge, Suzy, Susie, Mutsumi, Nao and 
everyone else who regularly litter picks on 
their walks. What a difference you make!

Robert and Tamsyn felt they had hit the 
jackpot when they found, for the first time in 6 
years, the Deadmantree lay-by was not full of 
empty beer cans and old takeaways (or worse). 
It is thought that a fly-tipping incident there 
may have prompted LDC to clear the lay-by, 
but we live in hope that the regular litter bug 
has seen the error of their ways. Watch this 
space...

If anyone would like some replacement 
litter picking equipment, high visibility vests 
or black sacks, please get in touch with 
tamsynhamseypc@gmail.com or 07921 
227623 so that we can arrange it. 

MARTIN AND SALLY 

THE BEVERNBRIDGE DETRITUS DESTROYERS
Like many people during the Covid-19 year we 
have started a new hobby.

We are keen walkers and during the last year 
have tried out many walks from our back 
door in Bevernbridge and have noticed lots 
of litter on the A275 in particular, so decided 
to become volunteer litter pickers.  We were 
supplied with florescent yellow tabards, litter 
pickers and bin liners by Tamsyn, and off we 
set not sure of the amount of litter we would 
find.  To date we have picked up 13 bags, 
weighing 10kgs approx. each, over a 3-month 
period covering from the Bevern stream up 
to Resting Oak and along Wickham Lane. The 
common regular finds are take-away bags and 
contents, cans, bottles and cigarette packets 
etc. We now walk this route weekly and are 
pleased to see the verges nearly litter free. 
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Environment Group 

Hamsey Parish has recently 
formed an Environment Group. 
‘Sustainable Hamsey’. 
The group is working towards promoting our 
local biodiversity and taking action against 
climate change, including creating cycle paths 
and renewable energy.  The group will be 
building upon many initiatives to protect the 
environment and wildlife by Hamsey residents 
over the years.

People of all ages are welcome to join the new 
group. Please contact  Cllr Caroline Croft for 
more details carolinehamseypc@gmail.com

The following article is the first of several from 
Sustainable Hamsey  in which we will look at 
ways to help our environment.

WILDLIFE GARDENING 

Our gardens are important habitats for wildlife, 
providing resources such as shelter, food, 
water and nesting materials. 

As population increases and more of our 
green spaces/countryside disappears to 
development, connecting the green spaces 
we have left such as 
our gardens, has never 
been so important and 
beneficial to wildlife.

Here are some ideas 
to make your garden  
a haven for wildlife, 
insects and wildflowers 
(and to attract a wider 
range of wildlife).

Hamsey NEWS16
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Environment Group 

Water - Any type of water body whether it 
be a pond or a bucket sunk into the 

ground provides drinking and 
bathing water for both mammals 

and birds. Planting both inside 
the water and around the edge with a 
variety of different plant species is hugely 

beneficial for a range of wildlife. 

For instance planting both floating and 
emergent plants provides Dragonflies with 
somewhere to lay their eggs and a place to 
rest, hide and hunt.

Tip - Don’t put fish in your 
pond, they will eat nymphs, 
newts and tadpoles. Make 
sure at least one side of the 
pond has a gentle slope or 
add a material such as chicken wire, to give 
wildlife something to cling on to to climb out. 
Hedgehogs can drown in garden ponds.

Plants - Planting your garden with a 
range of different plants such as trees, 
shrubs, climbing plants, herbaceous, 
ground cover will provide lots 
of different resources. Nectar 
and pollen rich food sources will 
attract bees, butterflies and hoverflies 
(important pollinators). Seeds and berries for 
birds, hedgerows and trees providing shelter, 

nesting, and roosting places. 

Tip - If you want to provide a food source 
for bats- plant night-scented flowers to 
attract night-flying insects.              

Compost heap /Log pile - Both of these 
provide great habitats for a range of species. 
Compost heaps are great for 
slow worms and grass snakes. 
Log piles are fantastic for many 
insects- especially beetles, 
and they provide hibernation 
places for frogs, toads and newts. They are 
best situated in a shady spot.

Tip - Place an old stump in your 
flower border, not only is it an 
attractive feature it will also attract 
wildlife and provide a home.

Lawns -  These are such important features in a 
garden. Lawns improve water quality, air quality, 
prevent soil erosion and are hugely beneficial 
for wildlife. If cut less or left to grow wild they 
provide an early nectar and pollen source when 
other plant sources are not available. 

Tip - No Mow May! Why not let your lawn 
grow into a meadow? If left uncut wild flowers 
will appear or enhance it by planting meadow 
plugs into it or sowing wildflower seeds. Not 
only will it look beautiful, it will be hugely 
beneficial for many creatures.

And finally….
Please don’t use herbicides or 
pesticides in your garden. 
These chemicals are detrimental 
to all wildlife. Bees are declining 
rapidly and they are invaluable for 
pollination (food production).

Ladybirds naturally occur in your garden and they 
eat aphids so no need to reach for insecticide. 

Please also do not use slug pellets. Slugs main 
predators are wild birds, frogs and hedgehogs. 
Slug pellets work their way through the food 
chain, killing not only the slug but the creature 
that eats the slug.  

Tip - Hedgehogs are declining rapidly. As well 
as not using slug pellets make a hole in your 
garden fence so they can travel from garden to 
garden. Leave some specialist hedgehog food 
out for them or cat or dog food. Never leave 
milk out for them, it makes them poorly.

If you garden in harmony with nature, nature 
will collaborate with you 

Sarah Hughes
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Most of the posts on the Hamsey facebook page 
were nature related this Spring, reminding us how 
important our wildlife and views are to residents.
There have been lots of bird sightings 
including White Tailed Eagles flying over the 
Rainbow, lapwings up Hamsey Lane, House 
Martins and this Little Egret photographed by 
Peter Schueler

Other questions and complaints online were 
about the wait time at the level crossing, 
a really loud bang every evening, a rough 
edge to the pavement, a random horse that 
appeared from nowhere, mud from farm 
spread over the pavement, a fenced off 
footpath and not enough erotic literature in 
the phone box.

Mud, mud, glorious mud. Nothing quite like it 
for raising the blood pressure of residents.

OVERHEARD IN HAMSEY
There is a lovely little nature garden now 
behind Offham Garage, which is always full of 
flowers, butterflies and little birds sipping from 
and bathing in the run off from the jet wash!

NOTED

In other news our local Mod Rock God, Doug 
Sanders, put an old acoustic guitar in the 
phone box, saying it “would perhaps be ok for 
someone just to get the basic feel and the road 
to who knows where”. But we do know where 
he himself was taken with his guitar, thanks 
to a fabulous biography of the Lambrettas, 
“Beyond the Jet Age” which is available to buy 
at Offham Garage. It is a great read, if you want 
to know more about our local legends, full of 
pictures and memorabilia of their time at the 
top of the charts, and beyond.

Hot topics on the Web
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The ancient Yew (Taxus baccata), 
by Dave Adamson
Living at the base of the South Downs and its chalky grasslands 
it’s hardly surprising to see a number of Yews as these trees like 
soils with plenty of lime. 
At the Church in Offham, at the entrance to 
St Peters, (circa 1860), is one of 8 Yew trees 
gracing the Church grounds. The “dip-down” 
boughs from the main trunk would, over time, 
have reached into the earth and re-rooted 
themselves to bring forth, eventually, a new 
circle of Yews. Eventually is the right word as 
Yews can live well beyond 2,000 years and 
those in the Church’s grounds may have tales 
to tell about the village and those passing by 
their trunks over the years. Funnily enough, 
I’m guessing that many of these walkers will 
spot the Yew at the entrance but miss those to 
the South side of the Church. It’s worth a walk 
around the church to see their splendour, it 
won’t take you long!    

There is a 1948 photo of the “entrance” Yew 
looking large and prospering so maybe it 
was there before the second Church of St 
Peter was established, who knows, but Yews 
can take around 200yrs to reach a height of 
40-50 feet, and this Yew must be close to that 
height. A Yew’s trunk or bole, is short but over 
time can become massive with ancient trees 
establishing a girth of between twenty five 
and fifty feet! What is also known is that Yews 
are often associated with sacred sites and, 

from your school days you probably heard that 
wood from Yews was used to make the famous 
English longbow. Perhaps a tree of death, 
but perhaps also, a tree of life, as the cancer 
drug, Taxol, is derived from Yews. These trees, 
when found planted close to a home, are also 
associated with protection and guardianship.  

Let’s learn just a little more of the Yew. It’s a 
conifer, native to this country, but is unusual 
amongst this group, as there are male and 
female Yews. The Yew by the Church entrance 
is a male tree and it sheds pollen each spring, 
which, if you parked your car beneath it you 
would soon discover! Not the best space for 
hayfever sufferers to stand also! The easily 
seen early winter red berries on other Yews 
are the result of the pollen fertilizing the 
female tree. For those of you who may like 
a more mysterious place to explore, head to 
Kingley Vale, north of Chichester and walk 
amongst the ancient yew trees there, some 
well over 500 years old. There is so much more 
to discover about Yews, this is just bite sized 
starter and whether you’re a passing reader or 
an explorer, enjoy their sight and the places 
where they stand.
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Planning matters within the Parish

TW/20/0067/TPO | T1 Horse Chestnut - re 
pollard due to excessive weight on declining 
canopy and assess future re-growth. | The 
Rainbow Inn Deadmantree Hill Barcombe East 
Sussex BN8 4SS – LDC Offer No Objection

liLW/20/0315 | Variation of Condition 20 
of application LW/14/0712 to change the 
wording to allow for no more than 50% or 24 
units being occupied before the development 
is complete | Former Hamsey Brickworks South 
Road South Common South Chailey East 
Sussex - Hamsey Parish Council objects – LDC 
Approved on 12.04.21

SDNP/20/05479/FUL| Proposed conversion of 
west building to a two-bedroomed dwelling 
and subdivision of south building to four day-
rooms (Partial alteration to permission)

SDNP/17/04678/FUL) | Offham Barns The 
Street Offham BN7 3QE - Hamsey Parish 
Council offer No Objection to this application. 
Application approved by LDC.

LW/20/0871 | Loft conversion to include 
installation of 3X rooflights | Beech Trees 1A 
Malthouse Way Cooksbridge East Sussex BN7 
3PT- HPC offer ‘No Objection’ – Permission 
granted by LDC.

LW/21/0004 | Erection of a first storey side 
extension | Tinkers Croft Beechwood Lane 
Cooksbridge East Sussex BN7 3QG- HPC offer 
‘No Objection’. Approved by LDC.

LW/20/0813 | Erection of timber-clad garden 
office in corner of garden | Upper Morley 
Cottage Deadmantree Hill Barcombe East 
Sussex BN8 4ST- Hamsey Parish Council offer 
no objection to this planning application – 
Refused by LDC on 14.04.21.

LW/21/0022 | Conversion of redundant 
farm buildings to five dwellinghouses with 
associated elevational changes | Hewen Street 
Farm South Road South Common South 
Chailey East Sussex BN8 4QD – Hamsey Parish 
Council offer ‘No Objection’ to the planning 
application- awaiting a decision by LDC.

SDNP/18/06103/OUT – Old Malling Farm ‘It 
is the view of neighbouring Hamsey Parish 
Council that this design offers nothing to the 
local communities to mitigate the effects of 
building on valued greenfield land. 

In particular the proposal of 15% affordable 
homes, compared to 40% as required by SDNP 
is frankly insulting.

There is no denying that this development will 
have a huge and negative effect on the rural 
feel of Lewes’s fringe, and on the neighbouring 
villages it will edge closer to including Hamsey 
with its Domesday church and Offham SSSI 
only a stone’s throw away. 

The tranquillity whilst walking the Ouse Valley 
Way, and natural views from the Ouse, from 
Hamsey, Ringmer and Lewes (let alone views 
from the national park at Mount Harry across 
to Mt Caburn) will be forever lost. It will be 
impossible to avoid pollution spilling out in all 
its forms, especially light, noise and vehicular. 

A development in this location needs to 
be outstanding in terms of community 
offering, housing need, flooding attenuation, 
employment, services and especially Car Free 
Travel. To compensate for the above landscape 
and biodiversity losses, the design needs to 
be progressive, innovative and hopeful with a 
design that Lewes and villages can be proud 
of. It is our view that this design doesn’t come 
close.’ Awaiting a decision by SDNPA.

SDNP/21/01881/TCA | T1: Semi Mature Picea 
abies. Located on the southern aspect of 
Thatchers Cottage bordering Allington Lane - 
Fell to ground level T2: Thuja plicata x 2 group 
of multi stem trees, immediately adjacent to 
T1 - Complete removal of group to ground 
level | Thatchers Cottage Allington Lane East 
Chiltington BN7 3QJ, Comments by 5th May, 
Case Officer: Daniel Wynn

LW/21/0160 | Removal of condition 27 in 
relation to planning approval LW/14/0712 | 
Former Hamsey Brickworks South Road South 
Common South Chailey East Sussex – 30th 
April deadline for comments to Julie Cattell

Including older applications that have now been decided upon by 
Lewes District Council or the South Downs National Park.
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RONNIE OF COOKSBRIDGE

Ronnie is a fun loving energetic two year old 
Boxer, who loves people. We moved from 
the hustle and bustle of Brighton & Hove to 
our new home in Cooksbridge. Ronnie loves 
the walks in Cooksbridge & loves sniffing 
the flowers even being stung by a bee twice 
doesn’t stop him. He has a little girlfriend next 
door called Boey. They love to talk through the 
fence & chase each other’s shadow. Ronnie 
loves a long walk followed by a bone and a 
drink at the Blacksmith Arms in Cooksbridge. 

We are so happy we moved to this area & 
Ronnie is a country dog through & through.

ANNA BANANNA OF BEVERNBRIDGE

This is Anna B - aka Anna Bananna. Anna is 
16 years old this year and is an Irish draft X 
something else! Anna has lived near Chailey 
now for a year and a half and loves the fields 
and peace and quiet. 

Her favourite food is “mums cereal bars” 
and apples and turnips and absolutely does 
not like marmite sandwiches or any kind 
of medicines! Anna is kind, clever and an 
absolute joy to be around.

If your pet would like to be featured in the 
Hamsey News please email a picture and story 
to Sally at puppetsall@yahoo.co.uk

Hamsey Pets
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Monday Afternoon Club Report
By the time this edition of Hamsey News arrives through your 
letterbox, it is likely we shall have celebrated the first Monday 
Club get-together for 8 months.  
Our May 24th meeting is planned as an 
outdoor tea party at 2pm, in Offham Church 
grounds, with a very similar format to our 
last meeting in September 2020. Poignantly, 
however, in the most important way, it will 
not be the same. Caroline Featherstone’s 
passing has been such a loss to the village 
and to the church community and all of us 
at the Monday Club will miss her greatly. We 
shall be remembering a very dear friend, a 
superb caterer, and above all someone with 
a great sense of fun and joie de vivre. She has 
a very special place in all our hearts and our 
deep sympathy goes out to Andrew, Guy and 
Rachel.

Just a reminder we are a drop-in club for all 
retired members of our village community. 
There is no joining fee or membership list- just 
turn up to whichever meetings interest you 
(we ask for a suggested voluntary 
donation of £2 per person per 
meeting to cover costs!) The team 
and I are planning our programme for 
2021 and as an experiment, meetings 
will move from the second to the 
third Monday on the month which 
will be more convenient for one or 
two members. The June meeting at 
2pm on Monday June 21 will also be 
an outdoor get -together on Offham 
Church lawn following government 
guidelines. We then hope to have 
the option of meetings in the Church 
Hall – and have a very interesting 
selection of speakers who are 
waiting to come and entertain and 
enlighten us! Do give me a call on 
07889 281214 if you’d like any more 
information.

This dreadful pandemic has surely 
taught us how much we all need 
the mutual love and support of our 
friends and neighbours. See you very 
soon and meanwhile Stay Safe!

Judith

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

When former Rector Derek died in April 2020, 
Covid restrictions meant that his funeral at 

Hamsey Church had to be a very small family 
affair.

As the lock down is gradually being lifted, 
Judith and the rest of the Bastide family, hope 
that as many of you as possible will join them 

at:
Offham Church at 2pm on Friday September 

10th for Derek’s Memorial Service.

It should be a very special village occasion.  

Beechwood Lane, by Andie Rox
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Obituary - Caroline Featherstone
Many of you will have been saddened to hear of Caroline’s death after 
an illness borne with great bravery and courage – always outwardly 
bright and energetic and with an infectious enthusiasm for life.  
Caroline played a significant part in the life of 
both Offham and Hamsey churches right from 
the time she and Andrew moved to the area 
nearly 20 years ago.   Her perception and hard 
work were appreciated by all.   

Caroline loved Hamsey church and was one 
the earliest members of the Friends of Hamsey 
Committee and an important link for the 
Committee to the Parochial Church Council. 
Through the work of the Friends Caroline 
helped ensure that her beloved Hamsey would 
remain a continuing source of inspiration and 
comfort into the next millennium, just as it has 
in the past 1000 years.  

She was one of the most pro-active people in the 
church community.  Whether she was running 
the flower arranging rota for Offham church, 
chairing the Hamsey fundraising committee, 
organising events in the church hall, or looking 
after Hamsey church during the interregnum, 
her energy and drive were inspiring.

She was truly green-fingered and grew 
wonderful flowers in her garden and 
greenhouse. She used them to decorate the 
church with professional ability, as well as to 
present in lovely bouquets to her friends. So 
many brides have her to thank for the glorious 
arrangements she produced.  Her artistry and 
flair were evidenced when she organised a 
three-day Flower Festival to celebrate the 
Queen’s 60th anniversary.

It was like a small-
scale version 
of Chichester 
Cathedral’s Festival 
and attracted many 
visitors.

Many of you will remember her from the 
Monday Afternoon club; her delicious cakes 
made for every meeting, sensational Christmas 
lunches, and a Bingo caller par excellence!
A very special person who is greatly missed.  

Our condolences go to Andrew and the family.




