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Give your dog a holiday staying in the family home
of one of our specially selected Dog Carers.

Your dogs will be the only guests during their holiday.
All of our Dog Carers are insured, thoroughly vetted

and have been inspected and licensed
by their local council.

  

For more information about our service or to find out more
about becoming one of our Dog Carers please contact:

Looking for an
alternative
to kennels?

Give your dog a holiday!

Barkley enjoying her holiday

Welcome to the 
Autumn Edition of 
the Hamsey News

Welcome to the Autumn 
Edition of Hamsey News, 
although it is unseasonably 
warm at present, It is a 
late evening in October 
as I write this and still 19 
degrees, just questioning 
as to why I thought it was 
a good idea to light the log 
burner!
Exciting things have been 
happening up at the hall 
and park over the last few 
months, we have a lovely 
new tennis, football and 
basketball court.  The 
tennis nets are staying up 
for a bit longer whilst the 
warm weather stays.  

I have noticed that we have had lots of visitors 
already, especially after the school finishes.  
The play area is now nearly complete and the 
wild flower mounds seem to be flourishing.  
Unfortunately we have had some vandalism to 
the outside toilet block again as someone has 
tried to break open the door and until we can 
get it fixed we have had to lock it.  More CCTV 
cameras have gone up in the hopes that we can 
catch these sad individuals. 
We are also having a new kitchen installed at the 
hall, which should be finished by the time this 
edition arrives through your door.
Once again we have all the news and usual 
features for you and we hope you enjoy reading it, 
as much as we enjoy putting it together, thanks go 
to all the contributors for their efforts.
If you have anything you would like to put in 
please contact either myself or Kate McBrown on 
the following email addresses.
Jane.
janeholford24@gmail.com
katemcbrown2012@hotmail.co.uk 
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A NEW COUNCILLOR
Following the resignation of 
Councillor Ailsa Suttie, the parish 
council advertised for someone to 
come forward and fill the vacancy. 
At the parish council meeting on 

13th September, local resident Natalie Kinch 
was welcomed and after signing the acceptance 
of office, joined the parish council. Cllr.Kinch is 
already very active in the community in her role 
as a trustee of the Beechwood Hall where she has 
been part of the team fundraising and consulting 
on the new developments at the park.

FINANCE
The parish council has now received most 
of the funding provided by the Community 
Infrastructure Levy, which is funding that 
must be used to provide recreational facilities. 
This has covered the cost of the extra facilities 
provided for the use of all residents at 
Beechwood Hall and Park.

CCTV AT BEECHWOOD
The parish council and the trustees of the hall 
have jointly funded the installation of cctv 
cameras at the hall. These cameras monitor all 
the park, car parks and play areas. The pictures 
are very clear and make it easy to identify 
anyone causing damage or flouting the rules of 
the park. Anyone not cleaning up mess left by 
their dog can now be identified and the evidence 
given to LDC who will issue a fine under the 
public spaces protection order.

MALTHOUSE WAY PLAYPARK
The parish council is responsible for maintaining 
the small park in Malthouse Way., which was 
acquired from the district Council. The close 
boarded fencing to the rear of the park has been 
repaired at the parish council’s expense and 
the hedge has had an autumn cut. The parish 
council is grateful to the management group for 
Malthouse Way who have offered a grant of £500 

to be used toward the cost of improvements to 
the little park.

DOWNSVIEW CAR PARK.
Diesel was syphoned from a vehicle in the car 
park and the chair of the parish council met with 
a security expert when concerns were raised 
over safety of individuals as well as vandalism. 
The hedge is considerable higher than the 1.2 
metre max. height as recommended by the 
‘secure by design’ rules for public car parks.
Chair will speak to LDC about the lamppost 
which could convert to a security light on a PIR 
and one of the first tasks for new Cllr.Kinch is to 
speak to residents whose property surrounds the 
area to gather their opinions.

MOWING OF VERGES
The parish council would like to say a big ‘thank 
you’ to Cooksbridge resident Kevin Ashdown. 
Kevin noticed the pavement on Beechwood 
Lane had become overgrown so he used the 
Hamsey Community Facebook page to rally 
neighbours into action to clear it. Kevin himself 
cut back the vegetation that was encroaching 
on the pavement and bagged up all of the green 
waste ready for collection from Beechwood 
car park. It was such a great way to sort out a 
problem affecting everyone when we are finding 
it harder and harder to get support from ESCC 
amidst the cuts. Thanks, Kevin.
In a meeting on 10th October the county council 
agreed to investigate how this verge and others 
in the parish including Offham and A275 were 
missed and to decide upon the best course of 
action moving forward so that the verges would 
be cut without the pavements being damaged. 
More to come on this. 
Speaking of grass cutting, thank you to all of the 
many residents who have been tending to the 
grass areas in front of their homes throughout 
the shock end of council grass cutting. 

Ü

Parish News
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GIFTS
THEY'LL LOVE

         
        

Bakery: Christmas Yule Log (Bunche Noel)

Bakery: Introduction to Brioche workshop

Introduction to Cheese Making

Beehive and Frame Assembly

Christmas Floristry Workshop

To find out more and book your place visit 
 www.plumpton.ac.uk

facebook.com/plumptoncollege twitter.com/plumpton.com

We have a wide selection of short courses at Plumpton that would 
make a great gift for friends, family or yourself!

Specialists in Antique & Contemporary Jewellery,
Repairs & Valuations, Silver & Watches

An excellent selection of items both in our shop and online!

72-73 High Street, Lewes, BN7 1XG
01273 474150

www.marstonbarrett.com 
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This has been a difficult time for 
the parish council to manage this 
unexpected, unwanted responsibility 
and cost, yet many Chandlers Mead 
residents were particularly notable for 
stepping up and taking care of their space, which 
went a long way to maintaining a sense of pride 
in the road and community spirit. 

COMMUNITY MEETING
There will be another useful community meeting 
held at Beechwood Hall on November 22nd. 
Details are elsewhere in this issue but do come 
along and take part.

COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH 
Community Speedwatch is back! We know at 
least 6 residents have said that they want to take 
a stand against persistent speeding through our 
villages. Well, we have finally managed to get 
set up our group and luckily it’s easier than ever 
to get involved. We can now train on-line with 
a simple wizard and once a number of us have 
passed we will be issued with our own speed gun, 
no sharing with Barcombe this time. 
 Volunteers can work in pairs in Cooksbridge 
between the school and the level crossing 
on dry days. To sign up, just go to www.
communityspeedwatch.org (or Google 
Speedwatch), Go to Register, Join An Existing 
Group, then select from the drop down menu 
Sussex, Lewes District and finally Cooksbridge. 
Or contact Tamsyn who will help you join the 
group. 
tamsynhamseypc@gmail.com or 
07921 227623
 

PLANNING:
The parish council has considered the 
following planning applications:
LW/18/0394Copyhold Farm, Hamsey 
Lane, Cooksbridge - Section 73A 

retrospective application for reinstatement 
of existing barn and change of use from farm 
storage to light steel fabrication and storage – this 
application was objected to by the Parish Council 
who felt that whilst they had sympathy with the 
position that the tenants now find themselves in, 
the parish council do need to adhere to planning 
guidance. 
 The parish council experienced around 9 
months of liaising with LDC Enforcement and 
building control and fielding complaints from 
concerned residents living in Hamsey. 
 The PC were offered no clue as to what was 
being developed or by who; all anyone could 
see was the increasingly congested yard, large 
vehicles moving at strange times, lights on at all 
hours of day and night, with no explanation as 
to what was happening, either from LDC nor the 
landowner and residents described a feeling of 
being invaded. 
 This took a considerable amount of time and 
energy from volunteers on the parish council, 
which could have been avoided with proper 
communication from the beginning. 
 Now that residents have got to know the tenants 
at the barn, there is local support for the venture. 
More details have been requested by LDC and 
there is likely to be another consultation period.
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E N J O Y  C H R I S T M A S  A T

C H R I S T M A S  L U N C H  M E N U

C H R I S T M A S  D I N N E R  M E N U

C H R I S T M A S  M I D W E E K  O F F E R

2 Courses 16.95 | 3 Courses 21.00

27.95 for 3 Courses

www.aqua-restaurant.com

@aquarestaurants  

@aquarestaurants  @aqua_restaurants  

10% off your food bill Monday to Wednesday 
throughout December on parties of 10 or 

more, excluding Christmas eve.

PLANNING MATTERS
 
Decisions by LDC or SDNP
LW/18/0328 Knights Court, Unit 2 - Two storey 
side extension incorporating garage on ground 
floor and glazed porch link, dormers and solar 
panels to roof – approved
LW/18/0486 Bouverie Cottage Cooksbridge Road 
Cooksbridge - Sympathetic repair to property 
following vehicle impact damage – approved 
LW/18/0577 21 Malthouse Way, Cooksbridge - 
porch extension -- refused
SDNP/18/03124/HOUS 2 Bretts Cottages, 
Whitfeld Lane, Hamsey - Alterations to existing 
brick outbuilding (attached to main house) to 
create a conservatory - granted 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is at 
Beechwood Hall from 7.15pm on 8th November 
and residents are welcome to come along.
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It has been a challenging 
period for highways matters 
within our parish and below is 
a brief summary of the status of current 
issues involving East Sussex Highways

Issues Resolved Since Last Report
Case 234586 - Road name falling off sign of 
Chandlers Mead – Reported to East Sussex 
Highways for resolution on 25-04-18. The 
repairs have been carried out and accordingly 
this case can be considered as closed 
Case 234587 - Little Mead road sign broken 
and fallen down - Reported to East Sussex 
Highways for resolution on 25-04-18. The 
repairs have been carried out and accordingly 
this case can be considered as closed. 

• Case 263624 - Speed sign outside Hamsey 
Community Primary School out of alignment 
– Reported to East Sussex Highways for 
resolution on 26-06-18 – The flashing 30 mph 
speed sign has been knocked out of alignment 
and this issue was reported to the East Sussex 
Highways traffic safety team for rectification on 
26-06-18. We also requested that the possibility 
of changing the sign to show 20 mph during 
school times be investigated to determine 
viability and associated costs. 
East Sussex Highways were being chased on an 
almost daily basis to rectify this issue given that 
school-children attending Hamsey Community 
Primary School were being put at unnecessary 
risk from speeding motorists and local residents 
living opposite the sign had to put up with 
constant red and white flashing LED light being 
projected into their homes at all hours of the day.
After months of chasing, East Sussex Highways 
attended to rectify the sign on 05-10-18 which 
has now been restored to its correct alignment 
and is again functioning correctly. Accordingly, 
this case can be considered as closed. 

• Case 275581 - Hamsey AHB Level 
Crossing - Approach Signage on The 
Drove – Reported to East Sussex 

Highways for resolution on 29-08-18 As 
vegetation is beginning to obscure the approach 
signage advising motorists on the approach 
to Hamsey Automatic Half Barrier (AHB) 
Level Crossing. East Sussex Highways wrote to 
Hamsey Parish Council on 11-09-18 advising 
that the local Highway Steward had recently 
inspected the site and advised that some areas of 
vegetation had been cut back recently. However, 
more still needed to be done and so they had 
contacted the relevant land owner, asking for 
more vegetation to be cut back. On 25-09-18 
East Sussex Highways wrote to advise that the 
local Highway Steward had recently inspected 
the vegetation by the level crossing signs on 
The Drove and had confirmed it had been cut 
back sufficiently. Accordingly, this case can be 
considered as closed.

PENDING ISSUES
Case 167567 - Bridge railings at North End 
– Reported to East Sussex Highways for 
resolution on 22-10-17. The latest update was 
received from East Sussex Highways on 13-08-
18 when they advised that they are having to 
arrange for a specialist contractor to carry out 
the repair works. As soon as a date/time scale for 
the works has been confirmed, they will advise 
Hamsey Parish Council.  We are continuing to 
raise this issue on a frequent basis and a date for 
these repairs to be carried out is still awaited.

Hamsey Highways
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Case 207892 – Damage to footpath between 
Cooksbridge and Offham – Reported to East 
Sussex Highways for resolution on 20-02-18. 
The damage caused to the footpath by a 
contractor’s vehicle has been raised on many 
occasions with East Sussex Highways and on 
25-04-18 they advised that the local Highway 
Steward had inspected the site and, although 
they have noted areas where the pavement is 
untidy, these were not at the level at which they 
were causing a safety issue.
Representatives from Hamsey Parish Council 
met on 27-06-18 with Cllr. Sheppard of East 
Sussex County Council and the local Highway 
Steward when we jointly inspected the damaged 
footpath and explained our position that repairs 
must be undertaken given the safety implications 
alongside the busy A275 road. Cllr. Sheppard 
agreed to escalate this issue within East Sussex 
County Council for resolution and we are 
currently awaiting a response. We wrote again on 
25-08-18, alerting East Sussex Highways to the 
fact that significant vegetation is now growing 
through the broken surface of this footpath, 
thereby further increasing the risk to users. 
Following a further exchange of correspondence 
and additional lobbying by local residents, 
East Sussex Highways wrote to Hamsey Parish 
Council on 11-09-18 advising that one of their 
engineers has inspected the path and has asked 
that the path is considered for larger scale works 
in the next financial year. They also advised 
that the local Highway Steward will continue to 
monitor the pavement here and, should there 
be any safety issues, arrange for the appropriate 
repairs to take place.

We have written again on 08-10-18 to Cllr. 
Sheppard of East Sussex County Council 
pointing out the deteriorating state of the 
footpath and the urgent need for this safety 
related issue to be addressed.

Case 250259 - Damaged / decaying wooden 
posts at junction of A275 and Beechwood 
Lane – Reported to East Sussex Highways for 
resolution on 31-05-18. We took the
opportunity to discuss this issue with Cllr. 
Sheppard of East Sussex County Council and 
the local Highway Steward during their visit to 
Cooksbridge on 27-06-18. It was explained to 
us that, due to financial constraints, individual 
missing or decaying posts could be replaced by 
East Sussex Highways with a plastic alternative 
and this is something that Hamsey Parish 
Council will consider carefully given the 
aesthetic implications. However, an option exists 
for Hamsey Parish Council to arrange to procure 
and arrange for the installation of replacement 
wooden posts to match those existing and East 
Sussex Highways will provide the necessary 
information to facilitate this. 

Case 260218 – Damaged fencing on A275 
between the Chalkpit Inn (Curry Cottage) 
and Landport Fork – Reported to East Sussex 
Highways for resolution on 02-07-18. East 
Sussex Highways wrote on 18-07-18 to advise 
that a permanent repair to the fence is being 
arranged but that they do not currently have a 
date for the works.  
• Defect to southbound carriageway of A275 
adjacent to traffic island to north of Beechwood 
Lane – Reported to East Sussex Highways for 
resolution on 02-07-18. There is a defect (a 
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depression in the road surface) that 
could be associated with drainage 
issues at this location and the 
opportunity was taken to raise this 
issue with Cllr. Sheppard of East 
Sussex County Council and the local Highway 
Steward during their visit Cooksbridge on 27-
06-18. A date for repair of this defect is still to be 
advised. 

NEW ISSUES
Case 1075067 - Provision of a ‘No Through 
Road’ sign for Malthouse Way, Cooksbridge 
– At a recent meeting of residents, an issue 
was highlighted with the significant number 
of motorists who divert into Malthouse 
Way, Cooksbridge from the A275. This is 
particularly the case for northbound traffic when 
approaching Cooksbridge level crossing with the 
barriers down, in the expectation that Malthouse 
Way may be an alternative diversionary route. As 
Malthouse Way is a cul-de-sac, these motorists 
then have to perform a three point turn at the 
end of Malthouse Way before retracing their 
route back to the A275. This unnecessary traffic 
is a potential safety hazard to young children 
who often play in this area as well as a cause 
of airborne and audible pollution to residents. 
This issue was reported to East Sussex Highways 
on 01-10-18 who responded advising that we 
should address this issue to Lewes District 
Council in the first instance to request that they 
consider the addition of the ‘no through road’ 
symbol at the end of the street name plate at the 
entrance to Malthouse Way. 
A response from Lewes District Council is 
currently awaited. 

GENERAL
Hamsey Parish Council continues to try to 
maintain a positive relationship with East Sussex 
Highways, working in partnership to ensure that 
highways issues affecting Hamsey parish are 
appropriate addressed. However, It has been a 
frustrating period for highways issues within our 
parish since the last report, with limited progress 
made with East Sussex Highways on a number 
of outstanding issues against a backdrop of 

increasing budget constraints.
For any issues requiring the attention 
of East Sussex Highways, please don’t 
hesitate to let me know. I will add the 
details to our log and ensure that they 

are raised with the appropriate department. 
Councillor Robert Baughan

Every year in early November one of the last 
door to door collections takes place in our 
three villages, in aid of the annual appeal by 
The Royal British Legion. 
 
I am indebted to our local collectors: Rod Hearn 
in Hamsey, Jo Hughes in Offham and Sally 
Smithson in Cooksbridge, while I do the rural 
areas of Offham and Cooksbridge. 
 The wearing of poppies, to commentate the 
sacrifice given by so many over the years, is a 
very special annual event and raises money to 
support our ex servicemen. This year it goes 
without saying, is particularly important, as we 
commemorate the 100 years since the end of the 
First World War.
  I would also like to take this opportunity, to 
thank all those who have helped in the past with 
this collection, including Phyl Birchett, John 
Whitley and Moira Hoddell. 

Caroline Featherstone ( local organiser)

The Poppy Appeal
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TRAIN SERVICE 
The Rail Action Group is meeting the 
GTR Strategy Manager, responsible for 
timetabling on the entire network, on 31st 
October. We will raise two particular issues: 

1.  The 1516 from London Victoria to stop at 
Cooksbridge to provide travellers with an 
afternoon return service within the time 
window for a Super Saver ticket. 

2.  The 1745 from London Victoria to stop to 
halve the current 60 minute gap in direct 
services to Cooksbridge at the height of the 
evening rush hour. 

We shall also take the opportunity to yet again 
press for the introduction of a full hourly 
service, seven days a week. 

BONFIRE NIGHT 
GTR has agreed that the 1616 from London 
Victoria will stop at Cooksbridge to give 
travellers an opportunity to get home before the 
station closes for the night. We have requested 
that the length be increased from four to eight 
coaches in anticipation of a high volume of 
visitors trying to get close to Lewes. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
We have opened a dialogue with GTR to ensure 
that there is a reasonable service for commuters on 
all working days between Christmas and New Year. 

STATION ENVIRONMENT 
As no-one came forward to maintain the six 
planters at the station, these have been removed to 
Hamsey School, who will make good use of them. 
robert.baughan@btinternet.com    
kfroude@btopenworld.com 
iginn@btinternet.com 
Cooksbridge Area Rail Action Group (CARAG) 
and Cooksbridge Station Partnership 

News from Cooksbridge Station

The Rainbow Inn at Cooksbridge 
reopened on the 26th September2018, 
which is great news.

It has been taken over by Revived Inns who also 
have the The Royal Oak in Newick, The Kings 
Head in Lewes and The Rose Revived in Hadlow. 
Tom Stovold and his team have taken over the 
management of this lovely local pub. 
 We have had two meals so far and both have 
been excellent; 3 choices of meat, amazing 
vegetables, crispy potatoes and lovely fluffy 
yorkshire puds. We will definately be going back.
Jane

Local Pub is a little 
Pot of Gold!
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Because every life is unique

42 High Street, Lewes  |  01435 862 833

Cooper & Son
Funeral Directors

• Country Furniture Showroom
• Reclaimed Period Doors for Sale

• Architectural Salvage
• Rural Bygones

• Paint & Varnish Removal
• Pine, Oak & Metal Stripping

• Fitting Service Available
• Collection & Delivery

Phone: 01273 480866 
Email: bttg@live.co.uk

Website: www.backtothegrain.co.uk 

Lewes

Kindly supported by

Registered Charity No.1103520

   FUN RUN, WALK OR PUSH    

SATURDAY 1ST DECEMBER
Starting at Harvey’s Yard

beverntrust.org 
/santarun
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There has been a lot happening 
at Beechwood Hall and park over 
the summer months. You might be 
wondering what and who is behind 
all the changes and why they are 
happening.

Well, you may remember the Hamsey 
Neighbourhood Plan, which was produced in 
by a steering group of residents in conjunction 
with open days and a survey sent out to every 
resident, primarily so that the community 
could manage how district wide housing targets 
would be best met. This triggered Cooksbridge, 
Offham, Hamsey and Bevernbridge’s biggest 
ever consultation of residents across a number of 
areas of parish life and included a survey of what 
residents would like to see at Beechwood Hall & 
Rural Park. 
 After the plan was produced and a copy 
delivered to every household, the parish council 
and the trustees who manage the Beechwood 
Hall and park got together to see how they could 
meet some, if not all, of the wishes expressed by 
residents.
 So far they have provided an outside toilet, 
which was donated free of charge, with trustees 
and the parish council funding the installation. 
There is a new Oak shelter providing shade 
and a place to gather with friends. A larger and 
more welcoming playground, with new swings, 
little slide, toddler friendly play equipment and 
climbing frame for older children.  
 A larger car park so that cars no longer block 
the narrow lane when bigger events such as 
Hamsey school nativity takes place and the area 
is also available for safely riding bikes, scooters 
and skateboards when not needed for parking. 
33% of those who responded asked for a tennis/
multi court, which can be used free of charge by 
all ages and abilities and will be available for tennis 
through the summer months when the main 
field is nice and dry but will provide football and 
basketball facilities when the field is too wet to use. 

The new all weather games area scores a goal with 
park users!

 We have also invited the Plumpton junior 
football club to use the park for regular practice 
and many 
local children have now joined this club.
 Residents asked for more activities for children 
and adults at Beechwood Hall and the hall now 
holds regular classes in yoga, tai-chi, keep fit, self 
defence (adults & children), baby and toddler 
painting and massage and a community choir. 
All these classes hire the hall at reduced rates in 
order that the cost of classes is kept affordable for 
residents to join. All are open to everyone (unless 
full). The school and the PTA are able to use the 
hall completely free of charge and residents can 
hire the hall for just £10 per hour for parties and 
family gatherings. Residents also get a big discount 
on the cost of weekend hire for a wedding and 
trustees limit wedding hire to just 6 each year. The 
income is needed to keep the hall running but 
because weddings can be large and rather intrusive 
the decision was taken to introduce a limit.
 Working with the parish council all the 
new and exciting projects at the hall have 
been funded without any increase in the tax 
residents pay to the parish. Grants have been 
received from a number of sources including 
the Postcode Lottery, Tesco, Waitrose, the Rank 
Foundation and Lewes District Council as well 
as funds raised by the community at events 
organised by trustees and residents.
 During October the kitchen will get a re-fit to 
make a more useable space and trustee Delia 
Minoprio has plans to run some cookery courses 
and other events for residents.

News From Beechwood Hall & The Rural Park
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 The community asked for more picnic areas 
and areas for wildlife – this is work in progress 
and if you would like to help us with planting 
new trees and wildflowers or making bug/bird 
homes please let us know. There are also plans to 
provide Outdoor Exercise Equipment for adults 
and somewhere to refill water bottles and maybe 
to repair your bicycle. 
 All the plans are very exciting and will go a 
long way toward fulfilling the wishes expressed 
through the neighbourhood plan. Not everyone 
will get everything they want and it will take 
time and a lot of effort. 

 Dogs are welcomed at the park, bags and bins 
are provided for dog waste, please do use them. 
Because we have small children running around 
it is important that dogs are kept on a lead.  
Even the best behaved dog can get overexcited 
and injure a child and keeping your dog on a 
lead, even a long one, does mean you will know 
when they leave a little mess for you to clean up.  
 Hopefully the incidents of dogs being released 
to go where they please will stop and the 
park will become a cleaner and safer place for 
everyone to enjoy.

Cooksbridge Level 
Crossing Upgrade 
Report  

The existing life-expired level crossing 
equipment, commissioned in 1985, 
will be renewed and replaced with a 
modern equivalent controlled from 
Network Rail’s Regional Operating 
Centre at Three Bridges. 

These works, being undertaken on behalf of 
Network Rail by their contractor Atkins, will be 
continuing throughout the rest of this year in 
preparation for the commissioning of the new 
level crossing equipment in March 2019.
Network Rail’s contractor Atkins have now 
started work from their site compound on land 
adjacent to the Malthouse Way footpath and 
a series of enabling works are now in progress 
leading up to the main commissioning period 
in February / March 2019. The REB (relocatable 
equipment building) will be delivered to site 
at Cooksbridge during the weekend of 20th 
/21st October and over the following months 
various other works will take place including 
the construction of a new walking route, new 
fencing, new pedestals for the barrier machines, 
alterations to lighting and a new CCTV column 
and cameras.

We are working closely with the Network Rail 
project team responsible for this upgrade to 
ensure that informative letters are issued to 
local residents before any weekend works, with 
detailed information relating to their potential 
impact and mitigations.
 Details of the arrangements for the final 
commissioning period during February / March 
2019, including any associated road closures, are 
still being developed by Network Rail, and their 
contractor Atkins, and we will be sharing full 
details with residents as soon as they are known.
 Finally, the Network Rail project team 
responsible for delivering the Cooksbridge 
level crossing upgrade works will be attending 
the forthcoming Community Meeting on 22nd 
November 2018 to present an explanation of the 
planned enhancements, how they are managing 
the works to minimise their impact and the 
benefits of the upgraded level crossing. There 
will be an opportunity for residents to ask any 
questions they may have about these works at the 
end of this presentation.
 If any of the above requires further clarification 
please don’t hesitate to let me know and I will 
happily do all I can to assist.
Councillor Robert Baughan
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News from Beechwood 
Hall must focus on the 
very visible addition and 
upgrading of recreation 
facilities, with both the 
Playground equipment and 
the new Multi Activity Court 
already proving to be very 
popular and drawing more 
people to the Park. 

A more detailed commentary on these can be 
read elsewhere.
 Less visible, but also important are recent 
changes strengthening the team of Trustees.

 We have added two new trustees, with Rea 
Hamilton, one of the Deputy Heads of Hamsey 
School,  who will help bring an increased 
involvement from the School and Tamsyn 
d’Arienzo, who is a welcome addition with her 
active involvement and engagement across the 
parish.
 We have also filled the position of Secretary 
to the Trustees with Delia Minoprio taking on 
these responsibilities, together with the website 
and GDPR requirements.
 All of the above gives us a stronger team to meet 
the challenges ahead.
Rod Hearn (chair)

Update from the Hall trustees

WW1 Beacons of Light

Christmas Shopping & Pamper Evening at Chailey School  
Friday 9th November 7pm onwards

Christmas Fayre 
Saturday 24th November  11.30am to 1.30pm

Hamsey Parish Council and East Chiltington Parish Council are 
taking part in this unique tribute to the millions of people who 
lost their lives or returned home dreadfully wounded from the 
Great War.
The Beacon, which is positioned at Mount Harry, near Black Cap on the Downs 
above Cooksbridge, will be lit at 7pm as part of a chain of beacons. Everyone is 
invited to attend this moving ceremony. Wrap up well and bring a torch.
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Hamsey Primary school is now part 
of the Skylark Federation along with 
Plumpton and Barcombe Primary 
Schools.

 

 As such we’re able to benefit from a number of 
positive advantages.
 We are currently looking for a new community 
governor, with a Hamsey Parish connection, 
to join the Skylark Governing Body and help 
support the federation as it continues to develop 
and improve.  
 We are particularly looking for someone 
with marketing or HR experience, but if you’re 
interested we’d love to hear from you whatever 
your experience.
 To find out more about what the role entails, 
or register your interest please contact the 
Executive Head Teacher at Hamsey School on 
01273 400370

We have had a wonderful start to our new 
academic year at Hamsey CP School.

Some of our Year 3s planting seedlings in the 
scholl garden
 

The children have been very engaged with our 
whole-school topic, ‘Take One Flight’ where 
we have studied significant flights and pilots 
throughout history, and designed our own flying 
machines. 
 We have also been making the most of our 
outside space with weekly lessons outside. Our 
Year 3s and Year 4s have been taking part in 
weekly gardening sessions. Over the course 
of the school year, all of the children will 
participate in these gardening sessions. 
 Our Eco-Council is also looking forward to 
planting trees at Beechwood Hall next term.

Hamsey Spook Fest! - 3.30-7pm Friday 2nd 
Nov. Beechwood Hall. £3 entry. Storytelling, 
cinema, circus kinetica, side show stalls, witches 
fire and a micro ghost train!

Jumble sale - Sunday 18th November 2-4. 
Beechwood Hall, Find a bargain. Just whisper 
your name to the helpers and they can slip your 
purchase in a paper bag to collect later if it’s a 
Christmas present for someone you’re with!

Teenage Diary reading - Friday 23rd 
November, Westgate chapel, from 7pm. 
Come and laugh as parents from Hamsey and 
Barcombe school read from their teenage 
diaries. £10 entry. Cheap bar.

Christmas puppet show - December 8th, 
3pm, at Christ Church, Prince Edwards road, 
Lewes. 

WishWorks puppet show “Merry Mayhem” for 
children aged 3 - 8 and their families. Festive 
refreshments, dancing and a Christmas Raffle 
after the show. £5.

Hamsey Community Primary School is 
Looking for a New Governor

Hamsey School News Hamsey school PTA 
events:
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We are specialists in providing 
non-medical care to older people 
in their own homes, enabling 
them to remain where they’re 
most happy and comfortable.

www.homeinstead.co.uk/lewesdistrict&uck�eld
info.lewes@homeinstead.co.uk

Tel: 01273 437040

• Award winning care
• Companionship services
• Home help services
• Personal care services
• Highly trained CAREGivers

     Upholstery 
 
 
 
 
 
07834 439267 
www.kbupholstery.co.uk 
kate.kbupholstery@gmail.com 

Long / Short Distance / Courier Service / Contract Work
www.gmtaxislewes.co.uk

G.M.TAXIS
Lewes (01273)

477567
473737

INSTALLERS OF

In-Ground and Surface Swimming Pools
Hot Tubs and Swim Spas

IN
TE

REST FREE C
R

EDIT AVAILABLE
 · 0%

www.gilesleisure.co.uk 01273 478454

SEE OUR WORKING DISPLAYS AT
North Court · Lewes · East Sussex · BN7 2AR

As you will be aware from recent 
editions of this Newsletter there will be 
a Parish Party this year – Light Fantastic 
- at Beechwood Hall on November 24th 
from 7.30pm ‘til late. 

The idea to offer residents a little relief from 
the long and gruelling winter months has been 
kindly supported by the Parish Council and the 
Hall Trustees and realised by four residents who 
have been beavering over the past months to put 
in place the following pleasurable diversions for 
your enjoyment and delight. 
The grounds will be transformed by the lighting 
genius of Howard Eaton (who so spectacularly 
lit up the London Olympics) and by fire pits.  
 Also outside, in the car park, you will be able 
to buy a freshly made pizza from a wood-fired 
pizza van so please come hungry! (vegetarian 
and vegan options will be available).

Inside the similarly transformed Hall will be the 
famous PTA bar with their delectable selection 
of both alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks, 
(money raised to the school)! And, of course, 
you will have the opportunity to get down on 
the dance floor and impress the neighbours by 
making your own unique shapes to an awesome, 
multi-genre, funky band from Brighton - 
Southwestsiide.

Numbered tickets will soon be hand delivered to 
your door. Don’t forget to bring them along to 
gain entry but also to be entered into the Great 
Prize Draw during the evening to have a chance 
of winning fabulous prizes donated by generous 
local residents.

So, do come! Eat, drink, chat, dance or just sit 
and watch - we look forward to seeing you there! 

The Hamsey Community Party
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ANDREW STEWART-ROBERTS
I think most people will know by now that, on 
the morning of Tuesday 31 July 2018, Andrew 
Stewart-Roberts slipped away peacefully to 
join his belovèd Phyllida.
 
The scale of love and admiration felt for Andrew 
was obvious from the sheer numbers who 
attended the funeral – standing room only!  
 Andrew had been a much-valued member of 
the congregation of St Peter’s over many decades, 
contributing his wonderful baritone voice (until 
just a couple of weeks before his death) to the 
choir, acting as Crucifer and serving on the PCC 
for more than 34 years.  He will be, and already 
is, sorely missed. 
 There will be a memorial service in London 
on Monday 12 November at 2.30 at St Mary-le-
Bow, Cheapside and afterwards at Grocers Hall.  
Everyone is welcome.
 
HARVEST FESTIVAL
The Venerable Martin Lloyd Williams, 
Archdeacon of Brighton and Lewes, 
celebrated Harvest Festival for us this year 
– including the Eucharist – and we would 
like to thank him for a very meaningful 
service. 

The church looked 
resplendent in its 
autumn colours, so 
skillfully arranged 
by Caroline and 
her team – and 
people in the 
parish or at the 
food bank will 
be grateful for 
the generous 
donations of 
harvest fare. A 
special thanks 

should go to Tesco, for once again providing us 
with a wonderful selection of dried goods and a 
huge box of biscuits!  

 We were delighted that the primary school 
children enjoyed their own celebration of 
harvest at the church too. 

The Harvest Supper organised by Chris Glover 
and her team of helpers was a great success – not 
a vacant seat in the house – and a good time was 
had by all

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
This very moving service will be held 
at 10.30 on Sunday 11 November, and 
will include the laying of wreaths in the 
church grounds.
 
As we are currently commemorating 100 years 
since the end of World War 1, it would be 
good to see as many people as possible in the 
congregation, to ensure that the people of the 
parish who fought in it – some of whom lost 
their lives to the cause – are never forgotten.

CHRISTMAS AT ST PETER’S OFFHAM
The festivities this year will kick off with 
the decoration of the church on Saturday 
22 December at 9.30 am.
 
If you would like to join the team of flower 
arrangers, please contact Caroline on: 
01273 477151.  

SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS. 

This will be held on Sunday 23 December at 6 
pm, led by the Reverend Elaine Dando. Do come 
in your hundreds – and join us for a glass of 
Christmas Cheer in the hall afterwards!
Christmas Eucharist. Tuesday 25 December at 
09.45 (note change of time). 
The service this year will be led by the Right 
Reverend Richard Jackson, Bishop of Lewes – 
let’s welcome him with a full church, with many 
children to process up to the altar with candles 
for the blessing of the crib…

News From St Peters Church, Offham
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To arrange baptisms, weddings, blessings, 
the renewal of marriage vows, funerals, sick 
communion etc. or to discuss any pastoral 
matter during the interregnum, please contact 
the Churchwarden, Roland Gough, on 01273 
486510, email: stpetersoffham@gmail.com 
or Caroline Featherstone on 01273 477151, 
email: aaf-caf@usa.net. Caroline can also 
arrange hall bookings.

Our best wishes

As this newsletter went to press, the news 
team heard that the Rev. Derek Bastide had 
not been well and was currently having a 
stay in hospital. We wish him a very speedy 
recovery and send our best wishes to Derek 
and Judith.

Monday Afternoon Club meets on the 
second Monday of the month in Offham 
Church Hall but every July we venture 
further afield with our annual coach trip to 
Chichester Festival Theatre.
 
This year thirty Monday Clubbers and friends 
saw ”Me and My Girl”- a brilliant show! There 
was one change to our normal programme this 
year .Instead of stopping en route we waited 
to eat in Offham . It was certainly worth it as 
Fitzroy and Birgit from the Blacksmiths Arms 
provided a delicious meal to round off a lovely 
day out. 
 Our September meeting was quite a noisy 
affair( as you will know if you passed by the 
Church hall on the afternoon of September 
10!) our good friend Patsy Bailey made a 
welcome return visit encouraging us to join in 
singing (and many dancing!) to lots of old time 
favourites. 

 As the meeting was just after The last Night 
of the Proms she also brought flags ,amazing 
headwear, whistles etc., etc., so we were properly 
dressed to join in singing all the traditional 
songs from the Albert Hall. It was great fun.
 Future meetings include The Body Shop on 
tour on November 12 when free samples and 
hand massages will be available as well as a 
chance to do some early Christmas shopping 
in comfort. And talking of Christmas - our 
Christmas Lunch is at 12.30( note earlier time) 
on December 10th. Do book your place as soon 
as possible with either Caroline (01273 477151) 
or Judith 
( 07889 281214) as soon as possible for catering 
purposes. It’s always such a nice occasion 
Meetings are open to all retired members of our 
community- come and see us some time! 

Judith Bastide 

MONDAY AFTERNOON CLUB

Some of the Monday Clubbers outside Chichester 
Festival Theatre at this years trip

Supper at Blacksmiths Arms after Monday 
Club theatre trip
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With a requirement to reduce the 
annual waste and recycling budget 
by £720,000, ESCC asked residents 
and organisations to consider their 
proposals through a 12-week public 
consultation.

Following the consultation, the responses were 
discussed at the East Sussex County Council’s 
Cabinet meeting of 17th July 2018 at which it 
was agreed to proceed with implementing the 
following key changes:

Charges are introduced for rubble and soil, 
plasterboard, asbestos and tyres at all Household 
Waste Recycling Sites (HWRS)
Closure of the two part time HWRSs at Forest 
Row and Wadhurst with effect from 30th 
September 2018

Reduction in opening times at Lewes and 
Mountfield HWRSs to 9-4pm
ESCC will continue to closely monitor levels 
of fly-tipping and take appropriate action with 
all relevant partner authorities and agencies to 
ensure implementation of any proposals does 
not have a negative impact on the environment.

Litter Heroes 

We are really grateful that more and more local 
residents are joining this scheme and adopting 
their local areas to complement the quarterly 
parish litter picks. Many areas of the parish have 
already been adopted by ‘Litter Heroes’ and if 
you, or any one you know, wish to join them 
and take part in this initiative to ‘adopt’ your 
own part of our parish please do let us know.

Parish Litter Picks 
After our long hot summer, litter was building 
up again around the verges and lay-bys of the 
parish and it was great to see a number of local 
residents join us on Sunday 14th October to 
tackle the latest accumulation!
 

It was warm enough for shorts! 

A big thank you to Mary, Pete, Jim, Miki, Terry 
and Ian for their contribution to this litter pick 
which saw a large number of full black bags and 
other roadside junk picked up for collection by 
our colleagues at Lewes District Council’s Waste 
and Recycling department.  

Litter picks on Sundays seem to have worked 
well this year and so, building on this success, 
we are intending to continue on the same day 
with the following dates planned for 2019: 13th 
January, 7th April, 7th July and 13th October. 
All litter picks will continue to be publicised in 
the Hamsey News, on the community website 
and by posters and we hope very much to see 
as many of you as possible taking part in this 
regular opportunity to keep our parish clean!

Environment Report

To advertise please call
01843 269513
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Dog Fouling

The parish council has supplied 
a new dog waste bag dispenser 
to the side of the dog waste 
bin on the A275 footpath, 
adjacent to the level crossing 
at Cooksbridge and the dog 
mess situation seems to have 
improved since installation.

CCTV has now been installed at Beechwood 
Park, to address recent issues of theft and 
vandalism, and this will also be used to 
monitor compliance with the requirement to 
keep dogs on leads and to avoid dog fouling. 
CCTV evidence can be passed to Lewes District 
Council who will issue a fine under the public 
spaces protection order which covers the 

Beechwood Park
We are continuing to monitor this important 
issue of dog fouling that affects the lives of all 
residents who wish to enjoy our public spaces 
and to try to strike the right balance for the 
benefit of everyone in our community.  

Cooksbridge Level Crossing 
Upgrade 

The works associated 
with the Cooksbridge 
level crossing upgrade 
have now commenced 
and we are continuing 
to work closely 
with Network Rail 

to ensure that all environmental measures are 
appropriately addressed, both during the works 
and for the new level crossing installation that 
will enter into service in March 2019. 
We are pleased to confirm that new ‘anti-
poluution’ signs have now been ordered by 
Network Rail for installation as part of the 
permanent new level crossing infrastructure. 
 The next significant works involving rail-
mounted equipment / plant will take place over 
some weekends in November, and we will be 

working closely with Network Rail to ensure 
that affected local residents are appropriately 
informed by letter before these works and that 
sound levels are kept to the lowest possible level 
whilst maintaining the safety of staff involved.

Beechwood Hall Recycling Compound  
Together with the hall trustees, we are now 
progressing a project to have an enclosure built 
in the corner of the car park at Beechwood 
park, furthest from the hall, for recycling bins to 
service the hall. This project is being developed 
with the collaboration of the Waste & Recycling 
team from Lewes District Council (LDC). The 
provision of these recycling bins will allow us 
to satisfy the growing demand from hall hirers 
and guests who want to recycle the waste they 
clear when they clean the hall at the end of their 
event. As an ‘eco hall’ we really want to make 
this possible for them. 

Vision 
Tamsyn and Robert are continuing to talk with 
neighbouring parishes to share information 
and to join forces on environmental initiatives. 
We have many really exciting initiatives now 
in progress and more ideas in the pipeline and 
we would always welcome contributions and 
suggestions for consideration. 
 We continue to share a vision of Hamsey 
parish as a community working together to 
ensure a clean and sustainable environment for 
present and future generations. 

Councillors Robert Baughan and Tamsyn 
D’Arienzo 

A new dispenser at Cooksbridge 
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Your identity proves you really are you. 
Until it’s stolen.

Your identity is one of your most precious 
possessions. Apart from defining you as an 
individual, it also proves that you really are you.
 As well as needing it for everyday tasks like 
buying online, banking and social networking, 
it is also essential for signing up for phone 
contracts, loans, mortgages and other finance… 
and without it, you can’t obtain driver’s licences, 
passports or other official documents.
When a criminal steals your identity, they can 
claim that they really are you too – and do all 
of these things in your name. They can also sell 
on your identity to other criminals, and even 
commit criminal acts in your name.
 That’s why it’s vital to protect your identity 
against theft. Identity thieves most commonly 
work online, often taking advantage of the 
information you over-share on social media, or 
a weak email account password. However, they 
can also use printed documents that haven’t been 
shredded or securely filed.
 To safeguard your identity, start by following 
GSO’s simple, expert Top Tips:
Never share account information with friends, 
family or other people. 
•  Be careful about the information you share on 

social media, such as date of birth and family/
pets’ names you also use in your passwords. 
Never post images of your passport, driver’s 
licence, NI number or other confidential items. 

•  Never divulge private information data in 
response to an email, text, letter, phone call or 
web form unless you’re certain that the request 
is authentic. Call to check on the number you 
know to be correct. 

•  Have up-to-date security software/apps running 
on your computer and mobile devices. Update 
software and apps when prompted. 

•  Choose strong passwords and keep them safe. 
Don’t use one password for more than one 
account. 

•  Take care when using public Wi-Fi hotspots: 
Your information may not be secure. 

• Always beware - of people looking over 
your shoulder when you’re entering private 
information on a computer, mobile device, or 
ATM. 
•  Arrange for paperless bills and statements 

instead of printed ones. 
•  File sensitive documents securely, and shred 

those you no longer need – preferably with a 
cross-cut shredder. 

•  Get regular credit reports to check if anybody 
has taken out finance in your name. 

For more information on protecting your identity 
- Please visit www.getsafeonline.org, and 
click on ‘Protecting Yourself ’ and then select 
‘Preventing Identity Theft’

Report it - to sort it!
A new app launched by Lewes District 
Council means environmental issues 
can be reported immediately by local 
residents.

The ‘Report It’ app gives local people a quick and 
easy way to report issues like fly-tipping, graffiti 
and littering instantly when they are out and 
about.
 To report an issue, residents just need to 
download the app to their phone, choose the 
right category then send a photo. Their report 
goes straight to the relevant person or team at the 
council who can sort the issue quickly

www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk

Your Identity Is Yours
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CVS TYRES LTD

01273 307831
07720 294941
07434 359961

MOBILE TYRE FITTING SERVICE

PUNCTURE REPAIRS • COMPETITIVE PRICES
WHEEL ALIGNMENT BY ARRANGEMENT

WORKSHOP FACILITIES AVAILABLE

cvs.tyres@hotmail.co.uk
! www.facebook.com/cvstyres

www.cvstyres.co.uk

WE COME TO YOUR HOME OR WORK

FULLY INSURED

LEWES
CAR RENTAL

Professional vehicle hire services
in Lewes and surounding areas

01273 486 016 | 07921 689 549
chaileymotors@yahoo.co.uk

Contact  Neil / Les

www.leweschaileycarrental.co.uk

Tel 01273 401648
info@hqwshowroom.co.uk
www.hqwshowroom.co.uk

Building Contractors, Bespoke Kitchens & Joinery

award winner

The Malthouse
Daveys Lane
Lewes
East Sussex
BN7 2BF

07916 61258307916 612583

Build · Conserve · Repair · MaintainBuild · Conserve · Repair · Maintain

SUSSEX
FLINT, BRICK & LIME
SUSSEX
FLINT, BRICK & LIME

Specialising in the conservation, repair 
and  building of �int, brick and stone 

walling as well as traditional lime 
plastering and rendering

Specialising in the conservation, repair 
and  building of �int, brick and stone 

walling as well as traditional lime 
plastering and rendering

MAKE YOUR WEDDING EXTRA SPECIAL 

01273 813401 info@chariotschauffeurs.com 
Chariots, Merlins, Uckfi eld Road, Clayhill, East Sussex, BN8 5RU

Established in 1993
WITH A CAR FROM CHARIOTS!

WE PROVIDE CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN EXECUTIVE 
       CARS, LIMOUSINE & MINIBUSES 
IN SUSSEX AND THE SOUTH EAST
FRIENDLY STAFF & PROFESSIONAL CHAUFFEURS

EMAIL:

 Chauffeur Service
 Minibus Hire   Limousine Hire

 Wedding Car Hire
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Only 184 miles to go! 
This year, equipped with my shiny new metal 
hip joint, we decided to walk the Thames from 
Sea to Source. In theory, this is a walk of some 
184 miles. The Thames, however, unlike our 
usual choice of canal towpaths, wanders along 
like an inebriated snake, twisting and turning 
through the countryside. Settled, as it is, within 
the Thames floodplain, much of the journey is 
fairly devoid of towns and villages, early settlers 
having sensibly decided that marshes were not 
the best place to build. This means that parking 
at ‘A’ in order to walk the path to ‘B’ would 
often involve a convoluted and circuitous route 
in order to return, since public transport runs 
mainly from town to town. Thus a days walk 
would actually include twice as many miles as the 
path demanded, leaving us needing several cold 
beers to aid recovery from the days exertions. As 
well as a lack of habitation, there are very few locks 
or bridges, which often left us standing on the 
towpath inhaling the appetizing scent of freshly 
fried chips and cool bitter from an inviting looking 
hostelry, totally out of reach on the opposite bank!

 For a national trail, the Thames path is very 
poorly maintained and badly signed in places. 
We met a couple who had come all the way from 
Australia to walk the route and they, like us, 
were disappointed to find there are several long 
stretches where the Thames is nowhere in sight!
 We should never take for granted, how well the 
Monday group of local volunteers look after the 
paths in our area, well marked and maintained 
with great stiles and bridges. Some of the routes 
we walked went across rivers with no sign of a 
bridge or even a few stepping stones. Nothing 
for it but to take off boots and socks and wade 
across. Refreshing but not very convenient!

 

We enjoyed the challenge and the new hip held 
up well but I think we will stick to canals in 
future.

The Gongoozler

Towpath Tales 
The Thames from Sea to Source

Here’s the path but where’s the bridge?
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Home Made Passata
This is a good recipe to use up the glut of 
tomatoes.

I use this instead of tinned tomatoes in 
bolognese or chilli. 
 
 Measurements are very varied, I just guess 
depending on how many tomatoes I have.  
 
It gives a richness of flavour that you just can’t 
get in a tin.  Enjoy!!

INGREDIENTS 

Tomatoes
Garlic
Salt & Pepper to taste
Sugar
Basil
Good Oil

METHOD

•  Slice up the tomatoes into a large ovenproof 
dish

• Crush garlic on top
• Add chopped Basil
• Sprinkle with salt, pepper & sugar
• Drizzle good quality oil on top
• Stir well and put into the oven

Bake in the oven until soft - about 30/40 
minutes on 180 degrees

Then blitz using a handheld liquidiser or 
similar

Pour into freezer containers and label.

From Jane’s Kitchen...

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES 
A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have advertised  

and supported the Hamsey Parish Council Magazine  
To advertise please call 01843 269513 

Published by Community Ad Web Ltd 01843 834160  
          email info@communityad.co.uk web www.communityad.co.uk 

The views expressed in any published content are solely those of the contributors. The Publishers accept no responsibility for the accuracy of any information contained in the 
publication. The contents of this magazine including images may not be copied, reproduced, distributed, downloaded or displayed in any form or by any means without the 
prior written permission of Community Ad Web Ltd. Unless otherwise specified, the authors of the literary and artistic works in the pages in this magazine have asserted their 
moral right pursuant to Section 77 of the Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of those works. The Publishers reserve the right not to publish 
a submission or part of a submission that they consider defamatory or otherwise inappropriate for publication.

A good supply of home made fresh passata
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Friday 2 Nov 3.30-7pm
PTA Hamsey Spook Fest!
Storytelling, cinema, circus 
kinetica, side show stalls, 
witches fire and a micro ghost 
train! Entry £3.00
Beechwood Hall
............................................................
Thursday 8 Nov 7.15pm
Parish Council meeting
Beechwood Hall
............................................................
Sunday 11 Nov 10.30am
Remembrance service and 
laying of wreaths
St Peter’s Church, Offham
............................................................
Sunday 11 Nov 7.00pm
Lighting of the parish 
Beacon
Mount Harry Beacon
............................................................
Monday 12 Nov 2.00pm
Monday Afternoon Club

The Body Shop on tour
Offham Church HallSunday 18 
Nov 2.00-4.00pm
Hamsey PTA Jumble Sale
Beechwood Hall
............................................................
Thursday 22 Nov 7.30pm
Community meeting
Beechwood Hall
............................................................
Saturday 24 Nov 7.30pm
Hamsey Community party
Open to all residents
Beechwood Hall and park
............................................................
Sunday 9 Dec3.00pm
Christmas Carol Service 
Hamsey Old Chrch
............................................................
Monday 10 Dec 12.30pm
Monday Afternoon Club
Christmas Lunch (book in 
advance)
Offham Church Hall

Saturday 15 Dec
Parish Childrens Party
Beechwood Hall
Saturday 22 Dec 9.30am
Decoration of the church
St.Peter’s, Offham
............................................................
Sunday 23 Dec 6.00pm
Service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols
St.Peter’s, Offham
............................................................
Christmas Day 9.45am
Christmas Eucharist and 
blessing of the crib
St.Peter’s, Offham
............................................................
Thursday 10 January 7.15pm
Parish Council meeting
Beechwood Hall

Forthcoming Events 

The season of mists and mellow 
fruitfulness is upon us and Hamsey 
church has been looking glorious in the 
early morning autumnal sunshine. 
 

After a very successful summer opening, the 
church received a large number of visitors, 
several of whom had interesting connections to 
the church; one such person was the grandson 
of a former curate, who had travelled far to see 
the church.

 The weekday openings have now ceased but 
the Friends hope to continue with weekend 
opening until Christmas, usually from about 
10.00am until 4.00pm.
 The ever popular Christmas Carol Service will 
take place once again this year on Sunday 9th 
December at 3.00pm. Julie Nye’s singing group 
Hamsey Harmonies will take part once again. 
Please wrap up warmly and bring a candle or 
torch, remember this historic church has no 
heating or light.
 To gain access to the church at other times 
please contact Caroline Featherstone: 
01273 477151. 
You can check our Facebook page and Website 
for further information: 
www.friendsofhamsey.org

Friends Of Hamsey Church
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Details from Caroline 01273 477151 

Every Sunday 
10.15 am Sunday Club 
All children very welcome 
..............................................................................................
Second Sunday in the month 5.30pm
Hamsey Harmony
Informal Singing Group
Details from Julie Nye 07970 522058
..............................................................................................
Second Monday in the month 2pm
Monday Afternoon Club
Tea, Chat and Talks for all retired members of 
our community villages)
Tuesdays 

9.15 – 10.45 am
Yoga with Amber Ward
(01273 891594/07795 170803)
..............................................................................................
7.30pm (School Term time only) 
Pilates with Amy (07812 346112) 
..............................................................................................
Thursday mornings including school holidays
10 to 11-30am Toddler Tunes 
Singing, dancing, toys, drinks and lots of fun– 
All under 5s very welcome (only £3 each per 
session)

Details from Jenni 07762 118985

Monday mornings from 9.30 am 
Yoga with Robin
..............................................................................................
Monday mid - morning 
Tai Chi Chuan the Short Yang form and Qi 
Gong exercises
..............................................................................................
Monday evenings 
Brain & Body yoga. 
1 hour classes with Claire Alexander Moore at 
7.30pm: £8 drop in Body & Brain classes are a 
form of energy yoga.
www.bodynbrain.co.uk
..............................................................................................
Tuesdays 10.15 – 11.15am
Little Learners classes
For 5 months – 5 year s
..............................................................................................
Tuesdays from 4.30pm
Mat Monkeys : 
4 -7 years old 4.30pm to 5.15pm
Elements Eagles : 
8 - 12 years old 5.30pm to 6:30pm
elementslewes@gmail.com
07552372089 – Younis

Tuesday evenings from 7pm
Choir practice
New members always welcome
..............................................................................................
Wednesday mornings 9am
Keep fit with Katie
..............................................................................................
Wednesday evenings 
Elements martial arts – adult class
..............................................................................................
Thursday mornings 
Yoga with Tamsin
..............................................................................................
Thursdays from 4.30pm
Mat Monkeys : 
4 -7 years old 4.30pm to 5.15pm
Elements Eagles : 
8 - 12 years old 5.30pm to 6:30pm
..............................................................................................
Friday mornings 9am
Keep fit with Katie
..............................................................................................
Every 2nd Sunday in the month 9am - 12pm. 
‘Slow Sunday Mornings’ with Amber Ward. 
Yoga, breathing practices and meditation. 
Suitable for everybody. £20.
Contact Amber: 
07795 170803 / 01273 801594 
ambertheward@hotmail.com

Regular Events Offham Church Hall

Regular Events Beechwood Hall
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This is the first edition of our new 
regular feature where we get to 
celebrate a member of the community 
who has made a positive difference to 
people living here.
 
To kick us off there was one obvious choice. 
Jenni Toomey, clerk to Hamsey Parish Council 
and long-standing Bookings and Hall Manager 
for Beechwood Hall. Jenni has achieved so much 
for our community, yet not very many people 
know what she has contributed. Without Jenni’s 
dedication we would not have sourced the grant 
funding that has enabled the improvements 
we wanted at Beechwood Hall, including 
playground, sports court and the overflow car 
park that has such excellent use as a scooter park 
from 3pm. Furthermore, without Jenni’s time, 
resilience, hard work and plain ingenuity when 

faced with a range of day to day problems and 
difficulties throughout planning, consulting, 
funding, meeting contractors and installing, we 
just would not have been able to do this. The 
community spoke and Jenni supported the hall 
trustees and parish council in their plans to 
make it happen. 
 Jenni’s experience, knowledge and 
commitment (not to mention wicked sense of 
humour) will be sorely missed by everyone at 
Beechwood Hall as Jenni hands over the reins at 
the hall at end of this year.  Thankfully Jenni will 
stay on as Parish Clerk, in fact she’s not allowed 
to leave!
If you know someone who is a ‘Community 
hero’ we would love to hear from you – get in 
touch with: 
janeholford24@gmail.com or 
katemcbrown2012@hotmail.co.uk 

Community Heroes 

Clerk to Hamsey Parish Council
clerk@hamsey.net or 01273 890621

Book Beechwood Hall
07762 118985

Report noise pollution
01273 484340

To report fly tipping
01273 484999

Police - to contact your local team, email
district.lewes@sussex.pnn.police.uk

Non emergency - 101
(in an emergency always dial 999)

Twitter - @Lewes_Police
Facebook - LewesPoliceUK

Internet - www.intheknow.community

Website -
www.sussex.police.uk

To report people parking at the slope
of the bus stop:
03456 801129

Crimestoppers
0800 555111

British Transport Police
0800 405040

Age UK
0800 169 6565

Help the Aged
0808 800 65657

Dental helpline
01273 403546

Trading standards
01323 418200
trading.standards@eastsussexcc.gov.uk

Hamsey CP School
01273 400370

Hamsey Contacts
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Reputable for price, reliability and workmanship.  

Flat & Pitched Roofing

Telephone: 01273 486110  •  Email: enquiries@richardsoan.co.uk  •  www.richardsoan.co.uk

• Approved contractor 
to numerous local 
authorities

• Award winning projects 
undertaken

Quality Domestic • Heritage • Commercial • Education • Industrial

All advice is free and  
without obligation:

Trades Undertaken:

RICHARD SOAN 
ROOFING SERVICES

- Slating & Tiling
- Reinforced  

Bituminous  
Membranes

- Mastic Asphalt
-

- Single Ply
- Liquid Coatings
- Shingling
- Leadwork
- Green Roofs
-



BE A RESPONSIBLE DOG WALKER 

TAKE THE LEAD
 southdowns.gov.uk/takethelead

• STICK TO THE PATH TO AVOID 
   GROUND NESTING BIRDS. 

• BAG & BIN YOUR DOG POO — 
   ANY BIN WILL DO.

• KEEP YOUR DOG ON THE 
   LEAD NEAR LIVESTOCK. 

• DO NOT ENTER MILITARY LAND 
   WHEN RED FLAGS ARE FLYING.

WATCH OUR LATEST  
CANINE CONFESSION FILMS 

ENTER OUR #TAKETHELEADTO 

PHOTO COMPETITION


