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Peppa Pig opened the new playground at Beechwood Park
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Well what a difference weather wise from the 
last time we wrote the editorial. Summer has 
certainly made up for Spring!

As most of you will be aware the new play area 
is in place and gets a steady stream of visitors, 
albeit some very unwelcome, we do seem once 
again to be suffering from vandalism, a person 
or persons are attempting to remove the rubber 
mats underneath the equipment, not only is this 
dangerous but very sad that someone sees fit to 
try and destroy all the hard work that we have 
done to improve our local facilities. We would 
ask everyone to keep their eyes peeled for any 
unwelcome visitors. If you spot any issues please 
report it to Jenni Toomey on 07762 118985.

Once again we have all the news and usual 
features for you and we hope you enjoy reading 
it, as much as we enjoy putting it together, 
thanks go to all the contributors for their efforts.

If you have anything you would like to put in 
please contact either myself or Kate McBrown 
on the following email addresses.
janeholford24@gmail.com
katemcbrown2012@hotmail.co.uk 
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Events 30-31 Dog mess left by the children’s play equipment 
is dirty and disgusting - please stop leaving it!

A filthy business
When the parish council and the trustees of 
Beechwood Hall decided they had to introduce 
a Dogs on Leads rule at Beechwood Park, it 
caused a bit of an uproar, with responsible 
dog owners feeling they were being penalised 
because of the lazy few. There was even abuse 
for anyone asking owners not to let their dogs 
roam free at the park and that was a most 
unpleasant state of affairs. 

The rule was brought in only after numerous 
articles in the parish news alerting residents 
to the problem of excrement being left at the 
park. A problem that had become so extreme 
that the youngsters playing football at the park 
had to find somewhere else to practice until the 
the park was cleaned up. The new rule has led 
to a reduction in dog waste, because it seems 
to have stopped some of the owners who chose 
to let their dogs run off, where they were often 
out of sight and out of mind. Unfortunately, it 
hasn’t stopped some owners continuing to let 
their dogs use the recreation ground as a toilet 
and despite bags and a bin being provided, mess 
is still being left for volunteers to clear away. 



Hamsey NEWS 3

“No kennels for me”
Pepa the Westie

At Wagging Tails
your dogs get their 
very own holiday 
as the only guests 
in a family home! 

01273 286 165 / 07736 665 888
bn@waggingtailsuk.co.uk

A franchise owned and operated under licence by Emily Deacon

Emily Deacon

Where happy dogs holiday

w w w . w a g g i n g t a i l s u k . c o . u k / b n

Give your dog a holiday!
AWARD WINNING HOME DOG BOARDING

facebook.com/WaggingTailsBN

To advertise in Hamsey News  
please call 01843 269513

Curtains  Roman Blinds  Soft Furnishings
Now stockist of  Ian Mankin fabrics - 
100% Natural fibres, woven in Lancashire.

01273 470817   |  07717 855314
TheLewesSeamstress.co.uk

 All Makes & Models  Mechanical Repairs
 Collection & Deliveries  Courtesy Car  MOTs

 Specialists in Diagnostics & Fault Code Reading  Restorations

LOCAL, FRIENDLY WORKSHOP

01273 813464 info@chariotschauffeurs.com 
Chariots, Merlins, Uckfi eld Road, Clayhill, East Sussex, BN8 5RU

 All Makes & Models 

LOCAL, FRIENDLY 

ALL GARAGE SERVICES UNDERTAKEN
PROFESSIONALLY WITH A 

GUARANTEE FOR ALL WORK

Established in 1993

Many parish councils have decided to ban  
dogs from their recreation grounds

This is a foul task, especially so if you are not 
a dog owner. Now that the play equipment is 
within the park, it is more important than ever 
for dogs to be kept under control while young 
children are playing. It is also vital that no 
excrement is left on the field as this is not only 
really nasty to clean off a child but also spreads 
some very horrid diseases. 

On several occasions, dog mess has been left 
around the new play equipment. With such a 
large area of grass available to dog walkers, it 
seems this must be a deliberate act, perhaps 
by someone unhappy at the new rules. This 
is counterproductive because if it keeps 
happening, dogs may have to be excluded 
completely from Beechwood Park as they are 
from many other recreation grounds. This is 
not something trustees or the council want to 
do. The park should be an enjoyable place for 
the whole family, including the family pet. The 
installation of cctv cameras this summer will 
mean anyone not clearing up dog mess is liable 
to a fine under the open spaces protection act, 
which can be as much as a thousand pounds so 
please – Bag it and Bin it!
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Parish News
COUNCIL VACANCY
Councillor Ailsa Suttie has resigned from the 
parish council due to other commitments. The 
vacancy will be advertised and any resident 
wishing to apply to join the council should 
contact clerk@hamsey.net with a brief cv.

NEW SIGNAGE
Following a request from a resident asking that 
signage at the park reminding dog owners to 
keep their pets on a lead, should be much larger, 
the parish council has installed a larger sign on 
the main gate.

A GRANT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCIL
An application by the parish council for extra 
funding for recreational facilities has been 
granted by Lewes District Council who have 
agreed to provide nearly £40,000 toward the 
cost of an allweather games court. The district 
council were impressed by the application from 
Hamsey and invited the chair and clerk of the 
parish council to attend a meeting for other 
towns and parishes wanting to apply for funding.

CCTV AT BEECHWOOD
Following a few incidents of theft and vandalism 
at the hall and park, CCTV cameras will be 
installed in August. These will be monitored 
remotely and the recordings used in any cases 
of anti-social or criminal behaviour. The council 
was very disappointed to learn that soon after 
the new playground equipment was installed, 
a dozen or more grass mats were stolen from 
the old playground area and shortly after, mats 
were removed from around the new equipment 
and piled on one side, presumably ready to 
be removed. Constantly replacing the mats 
is a difficult and time consuming job and the 
equipment will not be allowed to be used if the 
mats are taken. Please be vigilant.

HEART DEFIBRILLATOR
The parish council arranged for some more 
training in the use of the heart defibrillators kept 
at Beechwood Hall and Cooksbridge Station. 
Following that training session, council has 

A big thank you goes out
to all the local businesses 
that have advertised and
supported Hamsey News

Please support local businesses
and mention Hamsey News

when responding to advertisers

PLEASE
SUPPORT

LOCAL
BUSINESSES

Op Crackdown has recently added a new 
reporting category - “Close pass of a horse” to 
look to evidence an increasing amount of near 
miss reports that are received. This category is in 
addition to the “Close pass of a Cyclist” which 
has been in place for a year now. As with all 
reports to Op Crackdown - you will need the 
registration number of the vehicle concerned 
and ideally some form of corroborative evidence 
such as helmet cam. 

Cycling UK - The British Horse Society -  
www.operationcrackdown.org

If you have any information about an incident 
please  email us at 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk 
or call 101.

Alternatively you can contact the independent 
charity Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 0800 
555 111, or online www.crimestoppers-uk.org.
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agreed to move the unit from inside Beechwood 
Hall to outside the hall. This will give better 
access when the hall is closed but the new cctv 
cameras will be needed to monitor the unit in 
case of any interference.

MALTHOUSE WAY PLAYPARK
The parish council is responsible for 
maintaining the small park in Malthouse Way. 
This was sold to the PC by the district Council. 
There is some concern regarding the safety of 
the close boarded fence to the rear of the park 
and this will be resolved once the parish council 
has evidence to show who is responsible for the 
maintenance of the fence.

MOWING OF VERGES
Following the late decision by the County 
Council to reduce the cutting of verges through 
Cooksbridge from 6 cuts per season to just 
2 cuts, the parish council has appointed a 
contractor to keep the Cooksbridge verges 
under control. Of course, with the very dry 
weather the grass has not grown as much this 
year anyway but the situation will continue to 
be monitored for the future. Many thanks if 
you are one of the many householders that have 
been out with mowers and strimmers to help 
keep the parish looking neat. Cooksbridge is 
the only area the County contacted the parish 
council about so the rest of the parish including 
Bevernbridge, Hamsey and Offham are still the 
responsibility of ESCC.

BONFIRE NIGHT RAIL SERVICE
Hamsey Parish Council and CARAG 
(Cooksbridge Area Rail Action Group) were 
alerted to the fact that the LDC and Sussex 
Police led Tactical Coordination Group were 
planning to stop trains to Cooksbridge after 
5pm on Bonfire night, in an effort to reduce 
crowds in Lewes and so improve safety.

Hamsey Parish Council and CARAG objected 
to this and the decision was escalated to the 
Scrutiny Committee at LDC, where a case for 
both sides could be heard. 
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Parish News

Cllr Robert Baughan drafted some excellent 
notes for Cllr Tamsyn d’Arienzo to deliver 
in order to persuade the committee that this 
was not the best course of action. County Cllr 
Sarah Osborne and District Councillor Isabelle 
Linington also made representations on our 
behalf.

The main points for objection were:
• Hamsey Parish Council, and Cooksbridge 

Area Rail Action Group (CARAG), are very 
concerned to note the proposal of the Tactical 
Coordination Group to suspend all rail services 
from Cooksbridge station from 17.00 on 
Monday 5th November.

• This proposal seems wholly unjustified and 
illogical - if you can drive to Cooksbridge on 
5th November why can’t you catch a train?

• It will be a significant and unwelcome 
inconvenience to users of Cooksbridge station 
affecting a wide catchment area.  The first train 
departing London is the 16.16 from Victoria, 
which doesn’t arrive in Cooksbridge until 17.20 
so the LDC statement that the changes would 
still allow station users to get home is incorrect. 

• There is no mention of what alternative 
transport provision will be provided for rail 
customers intending to complete their return 
journeys started earlier that day.

• Anyone without their own car will potentially 
be unable to work that day affecting their 
income and the wider economy- it is unfair and 
will cause hardship.

• Hamsey Parish Council was not even advised 
of this Tactical Coordination Group meeting 
or consulted in any way about these proposals 
that will have such a significant impact on our 
community - this is undemocratic.

• The position of Hamsey Parish Council, 
and Cooksbridge Area Rail Action Group 
(CARAG), is that a full normal timetabled train 
service should be provided from Cooksbridge 
throughout the whole of 5th November.
Comments were taken on board and of all 

the station closures, most at the meeting used 
Cooksbridge as the most obvious case for 
reviewing their position. 

We hope to update residents in the next issue 
with a more positive outcome. 

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Only two members of the public attended the 
annual meeting on May 10th. They discussed 
parking issues. The chair gave a report on the 
work of the council during 2017-2018. She 
thanked Cllr.Ginn for representing the parish at 
Railfuture meetings as well as GTR stake holders 
meetings for a better train service. Attending 
ESCC meetings on parish and planning issues 
as well as roads and pavements and for being on 
the planning team for Hamsey pc alongside Cllr.
Dodd and Cllr.Harmer. She also thanked Cllr.
Suttie for her work on parish communications 
and Cllr.Baughan for his input on a wide variety 
of matters including Organisation of quarterly 
litter picks, Dog fouling, Anti-pollution signage 
/ level crossing initiatives, ESCC Waste & 
Recycling consultation, Rail Issues, Highways 
issues,and anti-social behaviour issues. She 
thanked Cllr.McBrown for all the work she had 
done towards the new playground, fundraising 
and planning events including the popular 
children’s Christmas Party and lastly she thanked 
the clerk to the council for her supporting role 
throughout the year and for all the additional 
time she had put into fundraising on behalf of the 
community.

The next meetings of the Parish Council are 
at Beechwood Hall from 7.15pm on 13th Sept 
and 8th November and residents are welcome to 
come along.

PLANNING
The parish council has considered the following 
planning applications:
SDNP/18/00689/HOUS Pippins, The Street, 
Offham - Erection of a front extension. The 
parish council had originally objected strongly 
to the property being built in a conservation area 
and against the recommendations of the LDC 
conservation officer. Permission was originally 
granted due to the applicant wishing to downsize 
so an extension so soon after completion was not 
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Off Any Massage
until August 31st

This offer is open to first time clients only

The Open Door
Complementary Health Centre

Church Twitten, next to 32 High St, 
Lewes BN7 2LU

www.theopendoorlewes.com

01273 474949

See our website for Autumn Offers too

felt to be necessary and the council objected to 
the application. The application was refused by 
Lewes District Council but is now the subject of 
an appeal.
LW/18/0098 Former Hamsey Brickworks 
South Road - Variation of condition 27 relating 
to planning approval LW/14/0712 whereby 
the wording of the condition be changed to: 
“No more than 50% or 24 residential units 
hereby approved shall be occupied until one 
of the B1 commercial units approved as part 
of this permission have been constructed in 
accordance with the approved details and made 
available for occupation.

The parish council have had many meetings 
with the developers regarding community space 
and access to the woodland and lakes. Access 
had been agreed but it now appeared that access 
would be to the woods only as the developers 
wish to apply for further housing around the 
lakes. Council agreed they could not agree to 
any change in conditions until an agreement to 
grant residents access to the woods and possible 
community space, had been received in writing. 
Council are pleased to report that a written 
agreement has now been received.

PLANNING MATTERS -  
DECISIONS BY LDC OR SDNP
SDNP/17/04678/FUL Land adjacent to 
Offham Barns The Street Offham: 2 additional 
pitches and conversion of 2 stables to day 
rooms ancillary to Gypsy site with alterations to 
existing site access – granted
LW/17/0994 The Malthouse Cooksbridge 
Road Cooksbridge: Conversion of Village Hall 
to form two houses with separate garages and 
associated courtyard car parking – granted 
LW/17/0988 Chatfields Yard, Cooksbridge 
Road - Variation of condition 23 relating to 
application LW/16/0935 to allow additional 
external (porch) lighting – granted 
LW/17/1002Chatfields Yard Cooksbridge 
Road - Variation of Condition 1 of planning 
application LW/16/0935 for the alteration of 
approved materials – granted

For friendly advice & a free quote call or email us

standens.ltd@btopenworld.com

01273 843283

Creators of beautiful gardens

Landscape
     Gardeners

Garden design & waterscapes 
Hard & soft landscapes

Planting & tree work
Paving & driveways

Decking & fencing
Pond maintenance

A N N I V E R S A R Y  Y E A R50ththth5050

Est.1960

of Ditchling Ltd

Est.1960

Creators  o f  beauti ful  water
and landscape gardens

• Garden design & waterscapes 
• Hard & soft landscapes
• Paving & driveways
• Decking & fencing
• Pond maintenance
• Planting & tree work
For friendly advice and a 
free quote, please contact:

Landscape Gardeners

01273 843283

STUDIO PROOF
PROOF DATE/TIME: August 4, 2015 2:25 PM 
OUR FIlEnAME: Sept2015 Standens 2Unit

Web: www.standens.net
Email: info@standens.net
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News From Beechwood Hall & The Rural Park
Since the last edition, events at the Hall 
can be characterised as extreme “highs” 
combined with equally extreme “lows”.

To explain - the “highs” have mainly related 
to the progress made in completing the revised 
playground, now relocated with a wonderful 
array of new equipment, complementing some 
established firm favourites. As I have previously 
mentioned – but worth repeating, this has 
all been made possible by the hard work and 
exceptional fund raising and grant application 
efforts from a select group of volunteers, amongst 
whom, Jenni Toomey has excelled!

The success of this project was celebrated by 
an amazingly well attended Open Day, held 
on Sunday June 10th in glorious sunshine and 
expertly organised by Kate McBrown and Natalie 
Kinch – a detailed report is featured elsewhere in 
this edition.

Building on this success, plans for the next 
phase of improvements are well advanced.

These include extending the car park to 
incorporate the area previously used for the 
playground, providing additional parking for 
select events across the year and when not being 
used for parking – a hard surfaced area for other 
activities. 

Also planned is the installation of a multi use 
games area, (MUGA), which amongst multiple 
sporting options, will provide a tennis court 
facility as per the wishes expressed by residents in 
the Hamsey Neighbourhood Plan .

Again, due to the efforts of the same team, a 
significant proportion of the costs will certainly 
be covered by the successful fund sourcing that 
has taken place. 

Before the new car park can be installed we 
need to get rid of the old green seesaw unit so if 
anyone would like it (it might make an interesting 
garden sculpture) please call 07762 118985 to 
arrange to come and remove it.

As for the “lows” - sadly there have been several 
repeated instances of vandalism and what could 
be described as attempted theft, involving pulling 
up and removing safety mats from around the 
new playground equipment. 

In the last edition I explained at some length 

the reasons for the need to install CCTV at and 
around the Hall, following previous episodes of 
vandalism. Unfortunately, installation has been 
delayed due to circumstances beyond our control 
and will now be taking place in the next few 
weeks. These events in the interim are shocking, 
particularly given the fact that this vandalism 
threatens to undo much of the hard work that 
has gone into providing a community benefit that 
was so well received and enjoyed – all this within 
a few weeks of that unforgettable Open Day. 

We are also still finding that dog owners 
are not clearing up behind their pets with 
some thoughtless owner or owners seemingly 
deliberately allowing a dog or dogs to foul around 
the new play area..

Hopefully the CCTV will act as a deterrent and 
or provide evidence that will lead to appropriate 
action being taken.

On an administrative note – the Beechwood 
Hall & Rural Park Annual General Meeting 
took place on May 31st, during which the 

There’s a great view from the top of the new 
climbing frame
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trustees – Natalie Kinch, Delia Minoprio were 
available for re-appointment and were elected, 
as were the other trustees, Rod Hearn ( Chair) 
and Mike Dodd ( Vice Chair). Trustee Kate 
McBrown continues to serve as representative 
of the Parish Council and does not require 
election.

The role of a trustee is a very interesting 
one, with meetings every couple of months 
to discuss the running of the hall, projects in 
the pipe line and progress to date. Working 
closely with the parish council and the wider 
community, trustees shape the direction the 
hall and park moves towards and we are greatly 
in need of more trustees. I would encourage 
anyone interested, either to talk to existing 
trustees that they know or to contact me directly 
at: rod.hearn@hotmail.com. Similarly, we 
urgently need to fill the position of Secretary 
to the trustees and anyone with appropriate 
administrative skills – again please contact me 
to discuss this in more detail.

Meanwhile, we continue to see a healthy 
flow of bookings for the Hall and an ever 
wider choice of classes for residents to enjoy, 
everything from yoga and keep fit to choir and 
martial arts. We feel confident that the hall and 
park continues to be a much valued asset to the 
community – despite the recent “lows”.

Rod Hearn (Chair)

The zip wire is still a firm favourite

Because  
every life is unique

Hailsham  01323 840 049
Also at Eastbourne & Polegate

www.cpjfield.co.uk

Inc. Haine & Son

Look at our prices
Up to 1000 gallons removed for only £115
Up to 1500 gallons removed for only £150
Up to 2000 gallons removed for only £190
Up to 3000 gallons removed for only £240
Up to 4000 gallons removed for only £300

These prices are for all customers whether its a ‘one o� ’ empty you require or you
would like your tank emptied on a regular basis, no signing contracts, to get the

best price which leaves you in control as to how often you want your tank emptied.

So why pay more ?

For all your septic tank, treatment plant
and cesspool emptying needs.

South East Tankers

We are proud members of  Checkatrade.com so please
visit the website to check for yourself  how good we are.

You can book an empty by  calling the o�  ce on 

01444 250712
Mobile 07859901870

Or book your empty online at:

www.southeasttankers.co.uk
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It has been another busy period for highways 
issues within our parish and below is a brief 
summary of the status of current issues 
involving East Sussex Highways:

ISSUES RESOLVED SINCE LAST REPORT
• Case 93114 – Repairs to damage caused to 
the verges of Hamsey Lane and The Drove as a 
result of road traffic diversions associated with 
closures of Cooksbridge CCTV level crossing – 
Reported on 14-03-17. East Sussex Highways have 
now undertaken significant works to the ditches 
and verges along Hamsey Lane and The Drove and 
accordingly this case can be considered as closed.
• Case 7934 - Damaged pedestrian island on 
A275 near entrance to Beechwood Lane – 
Reported to East Sussex Highways on 20-04-18. An 
update was received from East Sussex Highways on 
25-04-18 advising that this issue is currently with 
the Street Lighting Team for resolution. The repairs 
have been carried out and accordingly this case can 
be considered as closed.

PENDING ISSUES
Case 167567 - Bridge railings at North End – 
Reported on 22-10-17. An update was received 
from East Sussex Highways on 25-04-18 advising 
that they are arranging for the repairs to be carried 
out although there isn’t currently a date scheduled 
as it requires a specialist contractor. We are 
continuing to push for these repairs to be carried 
out as soon as possible.
• Case 207892 – Damage to footpath south of 
Cooksbridge alongside the A275 – The recent 
damage caused to the footpath by a contractor’s 
vehicle was reported on 20-02-18. An update 
received from East Sussex Highways on 25-04-18 
advised that the local Highway Steward had recently 
inspected the site and, although they have noted 
areas where the pavement is untidy, these are not at 
the level at which they are causing a safety issue. 

Representatives from Hamsey Parish Council 
met on 27-06-18 with Cllr. Sheppard of East Sussex 
County Council and the local Highway Steward 
when we jointly inspected the damaged footpath 
and explained our position that repairs must be 
undertaken given the safety implications alongside 

the busy A275 road. Cllr. Sheppard agreed to 
escalate this issue within East Sussex County 
Council for resolution and we are currently 
awaiting a response. 

NEW ISSUES
• Case 7933 - Road traffic accident on A275 –  
A serious road traffic accident occurred in 
Cooksbridge on 18-04-18 whereby a ‘Blockbuster’ 
van drove into a parked car on the A275 near to 
the Malthouse, propelling the parked car through 
two garden walls and then into the living room 
window of a neighbouring property. The damage 
to the affected property was so serious that 
the residents had to be temporarily re-housed. 
Fortunately, no-one was injured during this 
accident although the consequences could have 
been far worse. A communication was sent from 
Hamsey Parish Council to East Sussex Highways 
on this issue requesting their urgent review of 
this location to determine what additional safety 
measures are appropriate to address the currently 
unacceptable risks to road users, pedestrians and 
local residents. 

East Sussex Highways have since responded 
advising that bollards would not be appropriate 
in this location and advising that if we wish to 
pursue the application of double yellow lines along 
this section of road then this should be addressed 
through their Parking Team. However, with respect 
to compliance with the existing speed limit, East 
Sussex Highways noted that the existing 30mph 
road markings at the start of the restriction are 
in need of renewing and that the small 30mph 
reminder signs are in need of cleaning, especially 
at the southern end of Cooksbridge – this work is 
now in hand. In addition they have agreed to the 
provision of some temporary yellow and black 
posters with safety measures such as ‘Remember 
30’ and ‘Kill your speed’ and these will be installed 
in Cooksbridge the next time their operatives are 
in the area. 
Case 236289 - Chatfield Close highways work 
on A275 at north end of Cooksbridge – A 
communication was sent on 30-04-18 to East 
Sussex Highways, on behalf of Hamsey Parish 
Council, with respect to the highway works 

Highways
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associated with Chatfield Close in Cooksbridge 
that commenced on that date, with a planned 
duration of 5 weeks, but without any apparent 
formal prior notification to the PC or affected 
local residents. Furthermore, the plan of the 
highway works on the LDC planning portal for the 
Chatfield Close development was out of date.

East Sussex Highways responded with a copy 
of the up to date plan for the developer led 
highway works at Chatfield Close, Cooksbridge 
and advising that the developer (Gold Property 
Developments Ltd) had been requested to notify 
all affected frontages including the school and 
that a courtesy letter was to be delivered by hand 
and the school were to be told in person. They 
also apologised for the fact that the roadworks 
had not been added to the East Sussex Highways 
roadworks webpage and that this error was being 
addressed. With the aim of ensuring that the 
parish council and local residents are appropriately 
informed in future of any issues that may affect 
them, a meeting was arranged on site with 
representatives from the Construction Partner for 
Gold Property Developments Ltd, Bedaro Ltd. 
• Case 250259 - Damaged / decaying wooden 
posts at junction of A275 and Beechwood 
Lane – We took the opportunity to discuss this 
issue, previously reported to East Sussex Highways 
on 31-05-18, with Cllr. Sheppard of East Sussex 
County Council and the local Highway Steward 
during their visit to Cooksbridge on 27-06-
18. It was explained to us that, due to financial 
constraints, individual missing or decaying posts 
could be replaced by East Sussex Highways with 
a plastic alternative and this is something that 
Hamsey Parish Council will consider carefully 
given the aesthetic implications. However, an 
option exists for Hamsey Parish Council to 
arrange to procure and arrange for the installation 
of replacement wooden posts to match those 
existing and East Sussex Highways will provide the 
necessary information to facilitate this.
• Case 234586 - Road name falling off sign 
of Chandlers Mead – Reported to East Sussex 
Highways for resolution on 25-04-18.
• Case 234587 - Little Mead road sign broken 
and fallen down - Reported to East Sussex 

Highways for resolution on 25-04-18.
• Defect to southbound carriageway of A275 
adjacent to traffic island to north of Beechwood 
Lane – There is a defect (a depression in the road 
surface) that could be associated with drainage 
issues at this location and the opportunity was 
taken to raise this issue with Cllr. Sheppard of East 
Sussex County Council and the local Highway 
Steward during their visit Cooksbridge on 27-06-
18. A date for repair of this defect is to be advised.
• Case 260218 – Damaged fencing on A275 
between the Chalkpit Inn (Curry Cottage) and 
Landport Fork – This issue was reported to East 
Sussex Highways on 02-07-18 and at the time 
of writing is currently awaiting an inspection by 
the Highway Steward to determine the – update 
currently awaited.
• Speed sign outside Hamsey Community 
Primary School out of alignment – The flashing 
30 mph speed sign has been knocked out of 
alignment and this issue was reported to the East 
Sussex Highways traffic safety team for rectification 
on 26-06-18. We also requested that the possibility 
of changing the sign to show 20 mph during 
school times be investigated to determine viability 
and associated costs. East Sussex Highways were 
chased for an update on this issue on 13-07-18 and 
a response is currently awaited.

GENERAL
Hamsey Parish Council continues to maintain 
a very positive relationship with East Sussex 
Highways, working in partnership to ensure that 
highways issues affecting Hamsey parish are 
appropriate addressed. We ae particularly grateful 
for the visit to Cooksbridge on 27-06-18 of Cllr. 
Sheppard of East Sussex County Council and 
the local Highway Steward, Rob Stevens, when 
we took the opportunity to discuss a number of 
current issues. 

For any issues requiring the attention of East 
Sussex Highways, please don’t hesitate to let 
me know. I will add the details to our log and 
ensure that they are raised with the appropriate 
department. 

Councillor Robert Baughan

Highways
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ESCC HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING 
SITE SERVICE CONSULTATION 
East Sussex County Council (ESCC) launched 
a consultation on proposed changes to the 
provision of Household Waste Recycling Site 
services throughout the county with residents 
and organisations asked to consider the proposals 
through a 12-week public consultation.

With a requirement to reduce the annual waste 
and recycling budget by £720,000, the proposed 
changes include:
• The introduction of charging for certain waste 

types that are not ‘household waste’ (i.e. rubble, 
soil, plasterboard, tyres and asbestos) at the 
Household Waste Recycling Sites

• A review of recycling site opening hours against 
demand for the service

• The possible closure of the part-time recycling 
sites at Forest Row and Wadhurst
We have responded to this consultation 

on behalf of Hamsey Parish Council, paying 
particular attention to how much coordination 
with district councils has gone into the proposed 
changes, how demand for services has been 
determined and the potential increase in fly-
tipping as a result of these proposals. 

Following the consultation, the responses are 
being collated and will then be presented to East 
Sussex County Council’s Cabinet later this year to 
help the Cabinet members make a final decision 
on what happens to the service.

DOG FOULING 
This ongoing issue within the parish is continuing 
to be monitored, with ongoing breaches by some 
local dog owners of the Beechwood Hall trustees’ 
decision that dogs should be kept on leads when 
in the recreation ground. 

The LDC Public Space Protection Order 
(PSPOs), covering dog fouling anywhere 
in Lewes district, came into force on 27th 
November 2017 with anyone found not to be 
clearing up after their dog facing a potential fine 
of up to £1000.

CCTV is now being installed at Beechwood 
Park, to address recent issues of theft and 
vandalism, and this will also be used to monitor 

compliance with the requirement to keep dogs on 
leads and to avoid dog fouling.

LITTER HEROES 
We are really grateful that more and more local 
residents are joining this scheme and adopting 
their local areas to complement the quarterly 
parish litter picks. Many areas of the parish have 
already been adopted by ‘Litter Heroes’ and if 
you, or any one you know, wish to join them and 
take part in this initiative to ‘adopt’ your own part 
of our parish please do let us know.

PARISH LITTER PICKS 
We held our second Sunday litter pick on 
1st July and we are really grateful to the six 
volunteers from across the parish who joined us 
on a gloriously sunny (and very hot!!) summer 
morning.  Between us all we managed to cover the 
A275 north and south of Cooksbridge, Chandlers 
Mead, all the A275 laybys (including the Cherry 
Seller’s near Wickham Lane) and the bottom 
of Deadmantree Hill where the layby there is 
another consistent ‘hot-spot’.

It was satisfying to note that there seemed to be 
less litter in our verges on this occasion although 
much of this can be attributed to the fine work of 
our ‘Litter Heroes’ who are tackling the litter in 
their own adopted patches of our parish. 

There is certainly no room for complacency 
though and it’s always quite shocking to see 
how quickly litter accumulates again after these 
quarterly litter picks, especially in the very visible 

Environment Report 
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Environment Report 
laybys on the A275. 

All litter picks will continue to be publicised in 
the Hamsey News, the community website and by 
posters, with the next litter pick now scheduled 
to take place on Sunday 14th October meeting at 
10.00 at Beechwood Hall. All are welcome and we 
hope very much to see as many of you as possible 
taking part in this regular opportunity to keep 
our parish clean!

NEIGHBOURHOOD FIRST – 
The new neighbourhood improvement team, 
launched to allow LDC to forge even closer links 
with the towns and villages it supports, joined us 
at the Community Meeting held at Beechwood 
Hall on 24th May where they explained how 
they will support us to ensure our environment 
is well-maintained. The dedicated outfit, called 
Neighbourhood First, will be inspecting streets, 
open spaces and recreation 
grounds where they will be 
looking out for dog-fouling, 
street litter, abandoned vehicles 
and fly-tipping.

COOKSBRIDGE LEVEL 
CROSSING UPGRADE 
The works associated with the 
Cooksbridge level crossing 
upgrade have now commenced 
and we are working closely with 
Network Rail to ensure that all 
environmental measures are 

appropriately addressed, both during the works 
and for the new level crossing installation that 
will enter into service in March 2019. 

VISION 
Tamsyn and Robert are continuing to talk with 
neighbouring parishes to share information 
and to join forces on environmental initiatives. 
We have many really exciting initiatives now 
in progress and more ideas in the pipeline and 
we would always welcome contributions and 
suggestions for consideration. 

We continue to share a vision of Hamsey parish 
as a community working together to ensure a 
clean and sustainable environment for present 
and future generations. 

Councillors Robert Baughan  
and Tamsyn D’Arienzo

To advertise in 
Hamsey News 

please call  
01843 269513
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Peppa Pig Comes to Cooksbridge
On the beautiful afternoon of June 10th we 
were very excited to welcome Peppa Pig along 
to cut the ribbon at the Grand Park Opening 
at Beechwood Hall.

Many thanks to all that came along to support 
just one of the new ventures to be added at the 
hall.

It was delightful to see so many local faces come 
along to part take in the celebrations with tea, 
cakes & ice lollies for the children. 

We were also joined by Plumpton FC juniors 
along with their families. The junior football 

club has members from many local parishes 
including Hamsey. All were welcomed to join in 
the fun & they all had a fantastic match. In all we 
raised £130 in kind donations towards our future 
project:  outdoor gym equipment.

A massive thanks goes to the playground 
committee but especially to Jenni Toomey, who 
has worked tirelessly to secure grants so the new 
playground equipment and park facilities could 
be bought and installed.

Thank you all yet again for supporting us 
whether it be coming along to these events or 
by baking a scrumptious cake to sell.  Everyone 
agreed that it was a really great day. 

We look forward to seeing you all at future 
fundraisers so we can keep on improving 
Beechwood Hall and the grounds for our future 
generations. 

Natalie

www.pestcontrollersinsussex.co.uk
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Tom and his granddaughter Evie enjoy the  
swing together



Hamsey NEWS 15

To advertise in Hamsey News please call 01843 269513

MAY 20TH TIMETABLE 
Everyone will be aware of the problems 
encountered by GTR in implementing the new 
timetable in May, which led to the resignation of 
the CEO and calls from MP Maria Caulfield for 
the franchise to be terminated early. In practice 
the bulk of problems have been suffered by users 
of the Thameslink service whilst implementation 
by Southern at Cooksbridge has actually 
proceeded quite smoothly. 

GTR has introduced a new interim timetable in 
July, but this applies only to Thameslink services 
and there will be no changes for Cooksbridge. It is 
also highly likely that only the most minor changes 
will be made to the scheduled December timetable. 

As reported previously, the May timetable 
does include some significant enhancements 
for Cooksbridge users, though there are some 
detailed issues that we will be raising with 
GTR, alongside our broader campaign for a 
comprehensive seven day service. Maria is 
committed to chairing a meeting with senior 
GTR executives, but given the company’s other, 
more pressing concerns, this will not take place 
until later in the summer. 

LINE CLOSURES 
GTR and Network Rail had planned line closure 
between Lewes and Three Bridges for 2 nine day 
periods – Saturday October 20th to Saturday 28th 
and Saturday 16th February to Saturday 24th. 
The October closure has now been rescinded 
and work will now be focused on the planned 
February closure supplemented by a number of 
weekend closures. 

BONFIRE NIGHT 
Bonfire night falls on a Monday this year and the 
Tactical Coordination Group advising Lewes DC 

has proposed closing Cooksbridge and other 

local stations from 5pm. In practice this will 
mean no return service to Cooksbridge, as 
the first afternoon train does not arrive until 
5.20, and users would have to drive to an 
alternative station like Plumpton or Haywards 
Heath. The Parish Council and the Rail Action 
Group objected vigorously to this totally 
disproportionate approach, alongside other local 
councils affected by the proposal and got the 
support of Lewes District Council. However, the 
Tactical Coordinating Group is not persuaded, 
quoting the priority given to safety, though it is 
considering stopping the 1616 at Cooksbridge to 
allow commuters to get home. The parish council 
will certainly press for this. 

STATION ENVIRONMENT 
An excellent new ticket vending machine has 
been installed and is generally working well. 

Southern has fitted two new benches on 
Platform 1 and the old benches have been 
relocated to Hamsey School and the Malthouse 
Way playground respectively. 

The planters at the station are in need of 
renewal and this will be undertaken in the 
Autumn. The intention is to populate the planters 
with perennials that need very low maintenance. 
We need to raise 300 pounds to fund this and 
any donations or ideas about how to achieve this 
would be very welcome. A small group continues 
to look after the gardens and the planters at the 
station but more help is needed if standards are 
to be maintained. 

robert.baughan@btinternet.com  
kfroude@btopenworld.com  
iginn@btinternet.com 

Cooksbridge Area Rail Action Group (CARAG) 
and Cooksbridge Station Partnership 

News From Cooksbridge Station
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Further to previous reports in Hamsey News, 
herewith a quick update on the Cooksbridge 
level crossing upgrade works. 

The existing life-expired level crossing 
equipment, commissioned in 1985, will be 
renewed and replaced with a modern equivalent 
controlled from Network Rail’s Regional 
Operating Centre at Three Bridges. These works, 
being undertaken on behalf of Network Rail 
by their contractor Atkins, will be continuing 
throughout the rest of this year in preparation 
for the commissioning of the new level crossing 
equipment in March 2019. 

As you may be aware, Network Rail’s contractor 
Atkins have now established their site compound 
on land adjacent to the Malthouse Way footpath 
to facilitate safe access for staff to the worksite 
alongside the railway line. A series of enabling 
works will be undertaken in connection with 
the installation of a new relocatable equipment 
building, walking route, new fencing, new 
pedestals for the barrier machines, alterations to 
lighting and a new CCTV column and cameras. 
It is envisaged that the majority of the civil 
engineering works will be undertaken between 
July and October 2018. Installation and testing 
of the signalling system alterations, and new 
level crossing equipment, will then be carried 
out before the main commissioning period in 
March 2019. Details of the arrangements for 
this final commissioning period, including any 
associated road closures, are still being developed 
by Network Rail, and their contractor Atkins, and 
we will be share full details with residents as soon 
as they are known.

Whilst much of the construction work should 
not have a significant environmental impact, on 
occasions it will be necessary for Network Rail 
to utilise rail-mounted plant fitted with audible 
alarms to ensure the safety of staff working in the 
vicinity. Network Rail are very conscious of the 
potential impact of the noise emitted by these 
alarms on local residents and will be doing all 
that they can to minimise this where possible. 
Unfortunately, and despite much work with the 
Parish Council on effective communications, 
letters were not issued by Network Rail as planned 

to local residents before the works undertaken on 
Sunday 8th July. This issue has been taken up with 
Network Rail to ensure that they put measures 
in place for affected residents to be informed by 
letter with sufficient notice before any subsequent 
planned weekend / night works. 

The next significant works involving rail-
mounted plant are planned to take place over 
the weekend of 8th/9th September, with the 
delivery to site of the new Relocatable Equipment 
Building (REB). Network Rail will ensure 
that affected local residents are appropriately 
informed by letter before these works and that 
sound levels are kept to the lowest possible level 
whilst maintaining the safety of staff involved.

Finally, a reminder for any residents with young 
children of the potential safety hazards around 
what is effectively a construction site alongside 
the Malthouse Way footpath.

Hamsey Parish Council has established a very 
positive working relationship with the Network 
Rail project team responsible for delivering 
these works, particularly with respect to 
effective communications and minimising the 
environmental impacts of these works. We will 
continue to do all we can to ensure that the needs 
of local residents are taken into account and that 
the impact of these necessary works is kept to the 
minimum possible. 

If anyone has any questions, concerns 
or requires more information about the 
Cooksbridge level crossing upgrade works, please 
don’t hesitate to let me know and I’ll do all I can 
to assist.

Councillor Robert Baughan

Cooksbridge Level Crossing Upgrade Report 
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HAPPY MONDAYS!
Early summer has seen our usual varied 
programme of speakers and activities, including 
Bingo in June – with our impressive bingo 
caller (Caroline!). In May we were delighted 
to welcome Teresa Lipson from Brighton to 
tell us more about the work of WaterAid. This 
inspiring charity works to ensure that the 
world’s poorest people have access to life-
changing water, safe sanitation and hygiene .For 
several years now Offham Church’s Lent appeal 
has been in support of this vital work – lots of 
empty jam jars get filled with loose change (it’s 
amazing how much you can find lost down the 
back of the sofa!) so it was good to hear how 
well this money is spent.

We always look forward to our July meeting 
when Caroline welcomes us to Afternoon Tea 
in her beautiful garden at Allington Lodge. 
Every year there is some anxiety about the 
weather – this is England after all- but with this 
year’s tropical temperatures our only worry was 
whether it would be too hot! In fact conditions 
were perfect and we passed a very happy 
afternoon chatting in a cool shady corner of the 
garden enjoying delicious cakes- the lavender 
scones were wonderful! Our thanks to Caroline 
and Andrew for entertaining us so well. 

By the time you read this 28 members of the 
Monday Afternoon Club (together with some 
additional friends) will have enjoyed our annual 

theatre trip to Chichester Festival Theatre- 
this year to see ”Me and My Girl”. We shall be 
changing one tradition and rather than stopping 
for refreshments on our way home will be 
rounding off the day with a meal back in Offham 
at “The Blacksmiths Arms”. We hope we can do 
our bit to help Fitzroy and Birgit put this special 
pub at the centre of village life

PLANS FOR THE NEXT FEW MONTHS
There is an open invitation to all retired members 
of our community to pop along any time you’re 
free to our meetings in Offham Church Hall at 
2pm on the second Monday of the month. You’ll 
be assured of a very warm welcome from us all. 
On August13, Fiona, a local Samaritans volunteer 
will be coming to tell us about the amazing work 
that organisation does. (We would love to have 
a really good turn -out for that meeting to show 
our support for the fantastic work the Samaritans 
do in the often stressful times in which we live )

On September 10 our good friend Patsy will 
be back to lead us singing and dancing and on 
October 15 Ian Everest will be making a much 
anticipated return to talk (and show slides) about 
the Women’s Land Army.

I’m looking forward catching up with so many 
old friends at some or all of these meetings. See 
you there! 

Judith Bastide 

Monday Afternoon Club

Some members of the Monday Afternoon 
Club enjoying tea in Caroline’s garden at 
the July meeting
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Community Speedwatch (CSW) is a national 
initiative where active members of local 
communities join with the support of the 
Police to monitor speeds of vehicles using 
speed detection devices. 

Vehicles exceeding the speed limit are referred 
to the Police with the aim of educating drivers 
to reduce their speeds. In cases where education 
is blatantly ignored and evidence of repeat or 
excessive offences is collated (even across county 
borders), enforcement and prosecution follow. 

CSW Online is working on behalf of the Police 
and communities to organise and coordinate 
CSW activity. Speeding is not just a local 
phenomenon - neither is Speedwatch. 

Speeding continues to be a concern for 
many communities in both rural and urban 
environments. Therefore, Community 
Speedwatch is not restricted to villages and rural 
towns. Neighbourhood Policing Panels have an 
important role to play in developing safer urban 
communities and the adoption of speedwatch 
schemes could assist them to more easily achieve 
their goals. 

Volunteers receive appropriate training, and 
are supported by neighbourhood policing 
team (NPT) staff. The scheme aims to cater for 
the problem of real or perceived speed related 

offending, and through partnership with the 
community it is to be used in circumstances that 
are necessary, justifiable and proportionate in 
order to:
• Reduce death and injury on the roads
• Improve the quality of life for local 

communities
• Reduce the speed of vehicles to the speed limit
• Increase public awareness of inappropriate 

speed
Speedwatch activity is not about interfering 

with neighbours’ behaviour; it is a proactive 
solution to improve the safety and quality of life 
for everyone in the community. 

A short training course will soon begin for 
resident volunteers. If you would be happy to 
spend a couple of hours a month in fair weather 
to help slow motorists, please get in touch via 
clerk@hamsey.net

www.communityspeedwatch.org// 
FRONT-Main.php?m=0

Community Speedwatch

Surrey & Sussex Police

In association with

©2013-2018

Kill your speed – not a child
Residents in Cooksbridge and Old Cooksbridge have expressed concern after 4 or so vehicles 
have begun regularly speeding through Cooksbridge and accelerating past the houses on 
Deadmantree Hill at frightening speeds. Residents and motorists feel genuine concern that 
soon there could be a fatality, either a road traffic accident or a child hit on the road where 
young men are driving past houses at speeds of up to 80mph. It is thought that some of the 
vehicles may be racing. 

One regular car driving dangerously is reportedly a blue Ford Focus Sport with a popping 
exhaust. If you witness anti-social or dangerous driving, please keep a log of when it is 
happening and if at all possible a description of the vehicle. 

We need to build a picture of when this is happening so that we can take action. Please send 
through any logs or incidents with descriptions to tamsynhamseypc@gmail.com or call 
07921 227623 if you don’t have email.
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Cooksbridge Stoolball Team have been 
flying the flag for Hamsey Parish by actually 
winning a match in July! Anyway, we are 
definitely the best dressed. The team is 
going from strength to strength and a lot of 
fun is being had along the way.

If you would like to join us, you will be 
made very welcome. You don’t need to be a 
brilliant stoolballer, ex cricketers and even 
tennis players have found they have picked 
it up pretty quickly. 

Matches are at Convent Fields, Lewes on 
Thursday evenings for either a 5.15pm or 6.30pm fixture. Contact Tamsyn if you would like to 
come along tamsynhamseypc@gmail.com or speak to team members discussing tactics in The 
Blacksmiths on a Friday evening!

WW1 Beacons of Light
Hamsey and East Chiltington parish councils will be joining 
over 1,200 other organisations and local communities 
in lighting a beacon at 7pm on 11th November 2018 to 
commemorate the centenary of the end of the Great War.

The parish beacon is on Black Cap and everyone is 
welcome to join in this tribute to the millions of men and 
women who died or were injured in World War One.

Cooksbridge Stoolball
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What a glorious summer we have been having 
at Hamsey Church, every Evensong so far has 
been blessed with perfect weather, let’s hope that 
continues for the remaining two, which are on 
August 5th and September 2nd at 6.00pm.

June was a busy month at the church, with 
several concerts being held. However, the main 
event occurred on June 9th, when World War 
One was remembered in prose, poetry and song. 
It proved to be an extremely moving evening, 
brilliantly directed by Rebecca Meitlis. Alice 
Renton wrote a clever script which incorporated 
much about the men who served from our 
local parish, in addition to what was happening 
globally. Thanks also go to Sue Rowland who 
put on a wonderful exhibition in the chancel, 
featuring much interesting local information. Just 
over £1,000 was raised; funds urgently needed for 
the next stage of restoration.

I am excited to report that Hamsey Church 
also featured in the recent Sussex Heritage 
Trust awards when we received 2 awards: 
The 2018 Building Craft Award and a 2018 
Ecclesiastical award.

We continue to open the church from 
approximately 10.00am until 5.00pm at 
weekends, and also on most weekdays during 
the summer.

To gain access to the church at other times 
please contact Caroline Featherstone 01273 
477151. You can check our Facebook page and 
Website for further information:  
www.friendsofhamsey.org

Specialising in the conservation, repair and 
building of � int, brick and stone walling as well 

as traditional lime plastering and rendering

07916 612583

SUSSEX
FLINT, BRICK & LIMEFLINT, BRICK & LIME

Build · Conserve · Repair · Maintain

SUSSEX

Friends of Hamsey Church

Angela, Diane and Jo get the church  
ready for June 9th

A packed church remembers WW1

To advertise in 
Hamsey News 

please call  
01843 269513
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Around 40,000 deaths per year are linked to outdoor air
pollution nationally. The most vulnerable are children, older
people and those with respiratory or cardiovascular disease.

When to switch off
3 When picking up 

or dropping off.

3 When delivering, loading 
or waiting at the roadside.

3 When sitting in traffic.

3 When waiting 
at a level crossing.

Did you know…?
• Vehicle fumes contain a range of chemical

pollutants such as carbon monoxide, benzene,
formaldehyde, Polyaromatic hydrocarbons,
nitrogen dioxide and particulate matter.

• Every minute your car idles you could fill 
150 balloons with harmful chemicals.

• Turning off your car engine and restarting it
after one minute causes less pollution and 
uses less fuel than keeping the engine running.

• Modern batteries need less engine running
time to stay charged.

• It takes up to an hour for an engine to cool
down which means your car heating fan will
work with your engine turned off.

• Idling does not keep a catalytic converter
warm. They retain heat for approximately 
25 minutes after the engine is switched off.

Action on air pollution
in Lewes
You may have noticed the new anti-idling signs
around Lewes. These ask drivers to turn off 
vehicle engines while waiting in certain areas.

Lewes District Council works hard to improve 
air quality for residents and we have introduced 
a number of initiatives, including the new
anti-idling campaign in partnership with ‘Sussex-air’.

CUT ENGINE – CUT POLLUTION

Air Quality PartnershipAir Quality Partnership

lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk
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20 members of the public came along on 
24th May 2018 to the second meeting for the 
community of Hamsey parish. 

The meeting was chaired by Cllr. Tamsyn 
d’Arienzo - Chair of Hamsey Parish Council 
who was joined by Cllr. Kate McBrown, Cllr. Ian 
Ginn and  Cllr. Robert Baughan – Vice Chair 
of Hamsey Parish Council. Also attending were 
Cllr. Isabelle Linington and Cllr. Tony Nicholson 
from Lewes District Council, Mr Scot Reid – 
Head of Customer and Neighbourhood Services 
(Lewes District Council), Mr Paul Upton – 
Neighbourhood First (Lewes District Council) 
PCSO Rose Stainer and PCSO Kevin Fenn from  
Sussex Police 

NEIGHBOURHOOD FIRST
Mr Scot Reid, Head of Customer and 
Neighbourhood Services at Lewes District 
Council (LDC), explained that a new 
neighbourhood improvement team has been 
launched to allow LDC to forge even closer 
links with the towns and villages it supports. 
The dedicated outfit, called Neighbourhood 
First, will be inspecting streets, open spaces and 
recreation grounds to ensure the environment is 
well-maintained. They will also be looking out 
for dog-fouling, street litter, abandoned vehicles 
and fly-tipping.

‘Ward Walks’ are undertaken by the 
Neighbourhood First team to identify issues that 
need to be addressed and members of the public 
are encouraged to use the Report a Problem 
page on the LDC website.

It was explained that if we require any 
assistance to address specific issues within 
Hamsey parish, Neighbourhood First will help 
to address this and will also provide regular 
updates on their activities at future meetings.

LEWES DISTRICT COUNCIL ISSUES
Mr Reid mentioned that LDC is now working 
closely with Eastbourne Borough Council to 
share resources where possible and hence create 
efficiencies.

The issue of the difficulties experienced 
by people trying to contact LDC via their 

telephone contact line was raised during the 
meeting – Mr Reid advised that this issue is 
currently being addressed.

In response to a question, about waste and 
recycling coordination with East Sussex County 
Council (ESCC), Mr Reid advised that LDC had 
responded to the recent ESCC Household Waste 
Recycling Site Service consultation on proposed 
changes to the provision of Household Waste 
Recycling Site services throughout the county.

LEWES DISTRICT COUNCIL /  
PARISH COUNCIL LIAISON
Cllr. Tony Nicholson of  Lewes District Council 
explained to all present his role as liaison between 
LDC and parish councils.

SUSSEX POLICE
The two PCSOs from Sussex Police gave an 
explanation of the patrols that they carry 
out across the area and the overall resource 
constraints affecting their service.

Members of the public present mentioned 
that whilst overall the incidences of anti-social 
behaviour in Cooksbridge had decreased since 
the last community meeting in November 
2017, instances of vandalism of cars are now 
occurring in the lay-by in front of Downsview 
Cottages. The perception is that the cars of 
commuters in particular are being targeted and 
the question of what can be done to prevent this 
was discussed.

The PCSOs stated that it is really important 
for the public to provide them with evidence 
before they can act and asked for all residents to 
report anything that they see.It was suggested 
that a sign could be put up in the vicinity of 
the layby advising that ‘This Area is Being 
Monitored’ and the PCSOs agreed to look 
at this option. It was also suggested that all 
members of the community could put signs 
up in their windows advising that they are 
remaining vigilant. Other suggestions included 
circulating a letter to all residents advising them 
to be vigilant and making greater use of social 
media.    

The issue of parking was raised and in 

Community Meeting
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particular the harassment of people parking 
either side of the disabled space on Chandlers 
Mead. The Neighbourhood First team advised 
that they would be prepared to assist if they 
can in addressing this matter. A local resident 
also offered mediation services to help to 
resolve issues of this nature.

The issue of dog-fouling in Beechwood 
Park was discussed and it was noted that, 
as a deterrent, CCTV will be installed at 
Beechwood Hall. This is now due to be 
installed during the month of August. All 
were advised to report any persistent issues of 
dog-fouling to the Neighbourhood First team 
for resolution.

GRASS CUTTING
A resident explained that there is a lot of grass 
for residents in Chandlers Mead to cut and 
asked if consideration could be given to the 
provision of a green bin for grass cuttings. It 
was confirmed that the parish council would 
consider this matter.

POTHOLES
A member of the public raised concerns that 
the number of potholes throughout the parish 
seems to be increasing with many unrepaired 
for long periods of time. It was pointed out 
that some potholes recently reported to East 
Sussex Highways on The Drove were repaired 
almost immediately although there was 
acceptance that this is a growing problem. Mr 
Reid of Lewes District Council advised that 
identifying potholes will be a priority on any 
Neighbourhood First ‘ Ward Walks’.

BEECHWOOD HALL TRUSTEES
All present were advised that a vacancy 
currently exists for a Beechwood hall trustee. It 
was agreed that details would be published in 
Hamsey News and on the community website 
about what the role entails to inform those who 
may be interested in offering their services for 
this role.

Councillor Tamsyn d’Arienzo

CVS TYRES LTD

01273 307831
07720 294941
07434 359961

MOBILE TYRE FITTING SERVICE

PUNCTURE REPAIRS • COMPETITIVE PRICES
WHEEL ALIGNMENT BY ARRANGEMENT

WORKSHOP FACILITIES AVAILABLE

cvs.tyres@hotmail.co.uk
! www.facebook.com/cvstyres

www.cvstyres.co.uk

WE COME TO YOUR HOME OR WORK

FULLY INSURED
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THE INTERREGNUM CONTINUES
Life continues on at St Peter’s Offham and 
St Peter’s Hamsey during this period of 
Interregnum. With the help of a rota of 
retired and visiting clergy we are continuing 
to hold our 10:30am Eucharist every Sunday 
morning as well as having a busy summer of 
weddings and baptisms. We have a dedicated 
rota of Sunday School leaders and a strong 
social atmosphere, so if you have ever felt like 
coming along and visiting us we’d love to see 
new faces. If you fancy a different service our 
summer Evensongs (May – September) up at 
St Peter’s church Hamsey on the first Sunday 
of every month at 6pm might be worth 
investigating!  
For all services and events please see  
www.offhamandhamsey.org. 

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION 
REGULATIONS
If you live in the Parish you may at some point 
in the past have signed up to the electoral roll. 
If so you will have been contacted recently 
by our Electoral Roll officer as the PCC 
aim to comply with the new GDPR that all 
organisations have to meet. We thank you 
for your cooperation in helping us meet our 
obligations with regards to this.

CONTACT
With no priest in charge during this period of 
interregnum and a large group of volunteers 
running the church, church hall bookings, 
social events and other matters related to 
the church, it may be confusing as to who 
to contact with specific enquiries. To this 
end we have set up a new email account; 
stpetersoffham@gmail.com. This account is 
checked several times a week and any queries 
will be forwarded to the correct person. 

NEWSLETTERS
St Peter’s has (for over the last 30 years) produced 
a bi-monthly newsletter which is distributed 
around the three villages. We are continuing with 
this practice but are currently short of people 
to help deliver to certain locations – if you have 
missed out on your copy recently we apologise. 
We are also now offering the newsletter via email 
for parishioners who live outside of the Parish 
further afield or who prefer it in this medium. If 
you don’t currently receive a hard copy and would 
like one, think you could help with distribution or 
would like an electronic copy please do contact us 
at stpetersoffham@gmail.com.

HAMSEY CHURCH
Hamsey church has been a hive of activity over 
the summer with events, concerts and services. 
The Friends of Hamsey (www.friendsofhamsey.
org) have been opening the church at weekends 
and working hard to keep this special church 
available for visitors. Please do check their website 
to see all the fabulous events that are going on. 
The church has also recently won two Sussex 
Heritage Trust Awards; one in the Building Craft 
Category and the other in the Ecclesiastical 
Category. Congratulations to the Friends and all 
who worked so hard on its re-roofing project. 

SOCIAL LIFE
Alongside our church services St Peter’s holds 
many social events aimed at celebrating our 
community and bringing people together. Every 
year to coincide with the Festival day of St Peter 
we hold a parish picnic in the grounds of the 
church. This year’s delicious fare was organised 
by Chris Glover who we thank and accompanied 
by some of this glorious British summer we are 
having. A lovely time was had by all. 

Rachael Brown (Hamsey PCC member).

News from your Parish Church

To advertise in Hamsey News please call 01843 269513
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From Jane’s kitchen...

2 courgettes, trimmed and sliced into ribbons, use a 
potato peeler.
2 tsp olive oil plus extra for drizzling.
375g puff pastry ready rolled
200g mascarpone
1 egg yolk
260g pack boneless salmon fillets, skin removed
10g fresh basil

Preheat the oven to 180°fan, 200° normal or gas mark 6
Heat a griddle pan with the oil and then drop the 
courgette ribbons in cook until nicely charred, you 
might need to do this in batches.
Roll out the pastry into a rectangle and transfer to an 
oiled baking tray
Score a 2” border round the outside taking care not to 
cut the pastry
Use a spoon to soften the mascarpone in a bowl 
and stir most of the egg yolk into it until it is evenly 
distributed, spread this mixture onto the pastry taking 
care not to go over the edges
Cut the salmon fillets into thin short slices and place on 
top of the mascarpone
Top with courgettes
Brush the pastry egg with the remaining egg yolk
Bake for 25 minutes
Allow to cool slightly then garnish with a drizzle of olive 
oil and basil leaves

INGREDIENTS

METHOD

Station House Showroom
Cooksbridge Station
Cooksbridge
East Sussex, BN8 4SW
Tel 01273 401648
info@hqwshowroom.co.uk
www.hqwshowroom.co.uk

Building Contractors, Bespoke Kitchens & Joinery

award winner

Charred Courgette 
& Salmon Tart
It’s that time of year when we are 
groaning under the weight of growing 
too many courgettes. I have nicked 
this recipe from the Tesco magazine, it 
was so easy to make and got a definite 
thumbs up in my household!

Long / Short Distance / Courier Service / Contract Work
www.gmtaxislewes.co.uk

G.M.TAXIS
Lewes (01273)

477567
473737



28 Hamsey NEWS

Paths round Offham Chalk Pits 
Probably most people in Hamsey parish have walked the paths at some point in their lives, but few 
of these paths are on the rights of way map so, in theory, any one of them could be stopped up at any 
time. So, although there is no immediate threat, the Ramblers Association is setting out to add the 
paths to the rights of way map by collecting evidence that they have been used by the public for the 
past 20 years. (since 1998).

If you have walked on some or all of these paths please fill in an evidence form. You can find more 
details at http://travelloglewes.co.uk/index.php?page=don-t-lose-your-rights-of-way

A new scheme to help find vulnerable missing 
people with dementia and related conditions 
is being adopted across Sussex.

With more than 850,000 people affected by 
dementia in the UK and numbers set to rise, 
Sussex Police and partner agencies are formally 
adopting the ‘Herbert Protocol’, giving carers, 
relatives or friends the ability to prepare, in 
advance, information that police will need 
quickly if ever their loved one goes missing.

The Protocol, already adopted by several forces 
across the UK, is named after George Herbert 
from Norfolk, a veteran of the Normandy 
landings, who lived with dementia and repeatedly 
went missing from his care home.

It consists of a form that can be completed by 
relatives, friends or carers of those affected by 
dementia, recording vital information about 
the person including their regular medication, 
previous addresses and daily routines. Should the 
person they care for go missing, the form can be 
handed straight to the attending police officers, 
with a photograph.

This will help provide officers with the most 
up to date information about the vulnerable 
missing person, helping to accurately guide 

their search, and also avoid further unnecessary 
questions for families at what can be an 
extremely distressing time.

Chief Superintendent Lisa Bell said: “When 
a vulnerable person is reported missing it 
can be deeply distressing for their family and 
friends. Finding them quickly before they come 
to harm is critical. We know that people may 
find it difficult to recall information when they 
are worried and distressed, and having vital 
information to hand about regular routines and 
previous addresses, will help officers to act fast 
to locate the missing person, returning them 
home safely. This will be an extra resource for our 
priority task of safeguarding and protecting those 
most vulnerable in our communities.” 

The form once completed should be regularly 
updated and kept in a safe place, with a photo, 
where it can be easily located and handed to the 
attending officers should the person you care for 
go missing. To get the form and find out more, 
just visit www.sussex.police.uk 

If you are concerned for the whereabouts of a 
friend or relative, please dial 101. If you feel the 
person may be in immediate danger, please call 
999 as soon as possible.

The Herbert Protocol 

To advertise in Hamsey News please call 01843 269513
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Clerk to Hamsey Parish Council 
clerk@hamsey.net or 01273 890621

Book Beechwood Hall 
07762 118985

Report noise pollution 
01273 484340

To report fly tipping 
01273 484999

Police - to contact your local team, email 
district.lewes@sussex.pnn.police.uk  

Non emergency - 101 
(in an emergency always dial 999)  

Twitter - @Lewes_Police 
Facebook - LewesPoliceUK  

Internet - www.intheknow.community  
Website - www.sussex.police.uk

To report people parking at the slope  
of the bus stop: 03456 801129

Crimestoppers 
0800 555111 

British Transport Police 
0800 405040

Age UK 
0800 169 6565

Help the Aged 
0808 800 6565

Dental helpline 
01273 403546

Trading standards 
01323 418200  

trading.standards@eastsussexcc.gov.uk

Hamsey CP School 
01273 400370

Contacts
Use your head – and 
always wear a helmet
Police are reminding all road users to ‘think 
bike’ after two cyclists were tragically killed 
in Sussex.

At least 19 collisions involving bicycles have 
occurred in the county since the start of May, 
consisting of two fatalities, six serious injuries and 
11 slight injuries and with summer upon us more 
cyclists are taking to the saddle. Police are urging 
all road users to beware of their surroundings. 

Chief Inspector Warren Franklin, of the Surrey 
and Sussex Roads Policing Unit, said: “It is tragic 
to think that already this month, two cyclists have 
been killed in collisions on our roads in Sussex.

“Neither of these individuals would have 
anticipated leaving the house on their respective 
journeys and not returning home, and the 
lasting effects on their friends and family can be 
devastating.Everyone has to take responsibility 
to ensure the safety of themselves and other 
road users. Motorists should be aware of their 
surroundings by regularly using their mirrors, 
and paying particular attention at junctions or 
when moving on from a stationary position such 
as at traffic lights. It’s also vital to check your 
blind spots – a quick glance could save a life.” 

Cyclists are obviously more vulnerable, and 
for this reason we advise you are fully prepared 
to take to the road. Make sure you are visible, 
use lights if you are riding after dark, and most 
importantly wear a helmet – it could be the 
difference between life and death.

LEWES Chailey
CAR RENTAL

Professional vehicle hire services
in Lewes and surounding areas

01273 486 016 | 07921 689 549
chaileymotors@yahoo.co.uk

www.leweschaileycarrental.co.uk
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Every Sunday 10.15am
Sunday Club  
All children very welcome

Second Sunday in month 
5.30pm
Hamsey Harmony – 
informal singing group
Details from Julie Nye  
07970 522058

Second Monday in month 2pm
Monday Afternoon Club 
Tea, Chat and Talks for all 
retired members of our 
community villages

Tuesdays 7.30pm  
(School term time only)
Pilates with Amy 
07812 346112 

Thursday mornings 

(including school holidays) 

10-11.30am

Toddler Tunes 
Singing, dancing, toys,  

drinks and lots of fun. 

All under 5s very welcome 

(only £3 each per session)

Regular Events Offham Church Hall
OPEN TO ALL  
Details from Judith 07889 281214

Forthcoming Events
Monday 23 July 
Sunday School and Toddlers 
Tunes trip to Drusillas 
Followed by tea in the Church 
Hall

Sunday 5 August 6pm
Evensong
Hamsey Church

Monday 13 August 2pm 
Monday Afternoon Club – 
Speaker on the valuable work 
done by the Samaritans 
Offham Church hall

Sunday 2 September 6pm
Evensong
Hamsey Church

Monday 10 September 2pm 
Monday Afternoon Club
Sing and dance with Patsy 
Offham Church hall

Sunday 14 October 10am
Litter Pick around the parish
Beechwood Hall

Thursday 13 September 
7.15pm
Parish Council meeting
Beechwood Hall

Monday 15 October 2pm 
Monday Afternoon Club Ian 
Everest 
The Women’s Land Army 
Offham Church hall

Thursday 8 November 7.15pm
Parish Council meeting
Beechwood Hall

Saturday 24 November
Light Fantastic, Parish Party
Beechwood Hall

Saturday 15 December
Parish Children’s Christmas 
Party
Beechwood Hall

To advertise in Hamsey News 
please call  01843 269513



Hamsey NEWS 31

Monday mornings  
from 9.30 am
Yoga with Robin 

Monday mid-morning
Tai Chi Chuan the Short Yang 
form and Qi Gong exercises 

Monday evenings 
Brain & Body yoga
1 hour classes with Claire 
Alexander Moore at 7.30pm: 
£8 drop in. Body & Brain 
classes are a form of energy 
yoga. For further information 
www.bodynbrain.co.uk

Tuesdays 10.15 – 11.15am
Little Learners classes 

Tuesdays from 4.30pm
Mat Monkeys : 4 -7 years old 
4.30pm to 5.15pm
Elements Eagles : 8 - 12 years 
old 5.30pm to 6:30pm

Tuesday evenings from 7pm
Choir practice
New members always welcome

Wednesday mornings 9am
Keep fit with Katie

Wednesday evenings
Elements martial arts
adult class

Thursday mornings
Yoga with Tamsin

Thursdays from 4.30pm
Mat Monkeys : 4 -7 years old 
4.30pm to 5.15pm

Elements Eagles : 8 - 12 years 
old 5.30pm to 6:30pm

Friday mornings 
Keep fit with Katie

Tuesdays 10.15 - 11.15  
Beechwood Hall
Little Learners is coming 
to Beechwood Hall from 
September. 

Little Learners is a multi award-
winning preschool company 
which offers educational messy 
play for babies to pre-schoolers 
(5 months - 5 years) It was 
created and founded by Rachel 
Fay, a qualified primary teacher 
specialising in Early Years.
Your child will follow the 
journey of four fun characters 
– ‘The Mark Makers’. Children 
focus on one character each 
week at Little Learners classes.
Messy play, painting, play 
dough, scribbling, dance and 
more are used to encourage 
children to mark make and 
learn early writing skills 
through play. Classes, parties 
and events are offered and 
Little Learners also undertake 
work in schools and early 
years settings. 
At Little Learners your child 
will be encouraged to use 
hands, fingers, feet and toes to 

make marks which will help to 
strengthen their core muscles 
and develop their gross and 
fine motor skills. These skills 
are vital for holding and 
controlling a pencil and letter 
and number formation when 
they reach school age.
Book your space and join in 
the messy mark-making fun! 
https://littlelearnersuk.com/
franchise/lewes-brighton
Our aim is to make writing fun 
and encourage every child to 
MAKE THEIR MARK!

Tuesdays andThursdays 
from 4.30pm
Elements Martial Arts
Empower your children 
through martial arts. 
Elements provide a safe 
and fun environment for 
children to learn how to 
defend themselves, whilst 
getting fit and making friends 
in the process. Our classes: 
Mat Monkeys : 4 -7 years old 
4.30pm to 5.15pm; Elements 
Eagles : 8 - 12 years old 
5.30pm to 6:30pm 
www.elementslewes.com 
elementslewes@gmail.com 
07552372089 - Younis 

Every 2nd Sunday in the 
month 9am - 12pm. 
‘Slow Sunday Mornings’  
with Amber Ward
Yoga, breathing practices 
and meditation. Suitable 
for everybody. £20. Contact 
Amber 07795 170803 / 01273 
801594 ambertheward@
hotmail.com

Regular Events Beechwood Hall

OPEN TO ALL Details from Jenni 07762 118985




